
Attachment 2 
 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 
FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

DOCKET ITEM: 4  

ISSUE:   Recommendation on review of the Director’s decision to remove parking on 
King Street from West Cedar Street to Highland Place in order to install 
bicycle lanes and associated pedestrian and bicycle improvements.  

PROCEDURAL  
STATUS:            Review of Director’s decision pursuant to City Code Section 10-2-8 
 

LOCATION:  North side of King Street from West Cedar Street to Highland Place 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the board recommend that City Council 
uphold the Director’s decision to remove parking on King Street from West Cedar Street to Highland 
Place in order to install bicycle lanes and associated pedestrian and bicycle improvements and 
forward such recommendation to City Council for public hearing and consideration. 

BACKGROUND: The portion of King Street from Russell Road to Jenney’s Lane was 
resurfaced in the fall of 2013 and was evaluated based on the Complete Streets Policy, which 
states that “…if the safety and convenience of users can be improved within the scope of the 
pavement resurfacing… such projects shall implement Complete Streets infrastructure to 
increase safety for users.”   In conjunction with the resurfacing project, the City is proposing to 
narrow the moving lanes to provide traffic calming, install bicycle lanes in both directions and 
provide pedestrian safety upgrades to the roadway.  Additional pedestrian safety elements were 
incorporated into the plan as a result of public input. 

The purpose of this project is to slow vehicle speeds and provide a safer environment for all 
users including pedestrians and cyclists as well as safer routes to the nearby schools and Metro 
Station along King Street.   The before and after design plans between West Cedar St. and 
Highland Pl. can be viewed in Attachment 1 Figure 4a. Figure 4b outlines the changes made for 
the three segments of roadway – from West Cedar St to Highland Pl., from Highland to just east 
of West View Terrace, and from West View Terrace to Janney’s Lane. 

The proposed changes include: 

• Narrow the travel lanes from 11 ½ feet to 10 ½ feet 
• Install a 5' bike lane in the westbound direction and a 4' bike lane in the eastbound direction 

with shared lanes shown in yellow below and a signed alternate bike route through the 
neighborhood 



• Provide a wide edge line from Janney's Lane to Highland Place on the south side of the street 
to provide a buffer for the sidewalk in the stretch where there are no bike lanes to buffer the 
sidewalk 

• Provide a safer pedestrian crossing at Upland Place and King Street by installing the rapid 
flashing beacon.  The crosswalk at this intersection has been upgraded to high visibility for 
improved safety. 

• Install, as feasible, pedestrian improvements to Highland Place at King Street which could 
include pedestrian signals and push buttons for crossing King Street. 
 

The Director announced his decision to implement the foregoing changes on December 20, 20131 
On December 23, 2013, City Council received an email from Mr. Frank Buckley, a citizen who 
had spoken before the Traffic & Parking Board in opposition to the project, requesting a hearing 
regarding the Director’s decision.  Based on an additional review of the City Code by the City 
Attorney, the City has decided to treat Mr. Buckley’s December e-mail request as an application 
pursuant to City Code Section 10-2-8 to change a street control established by the Director. 
Pursuant to City Code Section 10-2-8, the Board must provide a recommendation to the City 
Council regarding this project (Attachment 2).  

DISCUSSION:  The Director decided to move forward with the project; in the context of that 
decision, T&ES staff shortly thereafter distributed a letter to residents, boards and commissions 
setting forth the decision and stating that staff would continue to work with residents to identify 
additional safety improvements that could be installed along King Street and in adjacent 
neighborhoods (Attachment 3).  Throughout this project, the need for improved safety along 
King Street has been a common concern for all stakeholders. Letters of support for the project 
were sent from the Environmental Policy Commission, the Transportation Commission, The 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, and the Park and Recreation Commission 
(Attachment 4).  The Director ultimately decided to move forward with the project because the 
proposed plan will make the roadway safer for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists.   

To address the Traffic and Parking Board’s request at the November 25, 2013 meeting that staff 
defer the project installation and continue to work with the community regarding this plan, staff 
attended two additional community meetings to hear comments about the project and to work 
with the community to identify additional pedestrian safety improvements that could be 
implemented along King Street or in the adjacent neighborhoods.  The meetings were held on 

                                                 
1 The King Street Bicycle Lanes and Pedestrian Improvement project was first brought to the attention of the board 
as a staff update at the July 22, 2013 meeting.  The project was later presented to the Board on November 25, 2013 
after two public meetings were held and the plan was modified to address some of the community concerns.  At that 
meeting, staff recommended that the Board approve the request to remove parking on the north side of King Street, 
between West Cedar Street and Highland Place, to install traffic calming and bicycle lanes.  The Board voted to 
defer the project and recommended to the Director of Transportation and Environmental Services that staff should 
continue to work with the community until greater compromise could be reached. Following the Board’s 
recommendation to the Director of Transportation and Environmental Services to defer the project, the Director 
considered the board’s recommendation in light of a previous deferral, considerable safety outreach conducted and 
safety implications, and ultimately decided to go forward with the project.   



January 16 and February 19, 2014 and were hosted by the Taylor Run Civic Association.  These 
meetings were held in addition to the public outreach previously conducted, as listed in the 
November 25th docket memorandum (Attachment 1).  In addition, the Director had many 
conversations with various stakeholders to fully understand the concerns of those on both sides 
of the issue.  

The project and this Board’s recommendation will be considered by City Council at its public 
hearing on March 15, 2014 City Council meeting. 

  



Attachment 1 – Traffic and Parking Board 11.25.2013 Docket 

 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 
NOVEMBER 25, 2013 

DOCKET ITEM: 4 

ISSUE:   Consideration of a request to remove parking on King Street from West 
Cedar Street to Highland Place in order to add Bike Lanes. 

APPLICANT: City of Alexandria, Transportation and Environmental Services 

LOCATION: East side of King Street from West Cedar Street to Highland Place 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   

Staff recommends approval of the request to remove parking on the north side of King Street 
from West Cedar Street to Highland Place to install traffic calming and bicycle lanes. 

DISCUSSION:   

The portion of King Street from Russell Road to Janneys Lane was resurfaced this fall and was 
evaluated based on the Complete Street’s Policy, which states that “if the safety and convenience 
of users can be improved within the scope of the pavement resurfacing… such projects shall 
implement Complete Streets infrastructure to increase safety for users.”   In conjunction with the 
resurfacing project, the City is proposing to narrow the moving lanes to provide traffic calming, 
install bicycle lanes in both directions and provide pedestrian safety upgrades to the roadway. 

This project is intended to slow vehicle speeds and provide a safer environment for pedestrians 
and cyclists as well as safer routes to the nearby schools.   The before and after design plans 
between West Cedar St. and Highland Pl. can be viewed in Figure 4a. Figure 4b outlines the 
changes made for the three segments of roadway – from West Cedar St to Highland Pl., from 
Highland to just east of West View Terrace, and from West View Terrace to Janney’s Lane. 

The proposed changes include: 

• Narrow the moving lanes from 11 ½ feet to 10 ½ feet 
• Install a 5' bike lane in the westbound direction and a 4' bike lane in the eastbound direction 

with shared lanes shown in yellow below and a signed alternate bike route through the 
neighborhood 

• Provide a wide edge line from Janney's Lane to Highland Place on the south side of the street 
to provide a buffer for the sidewalk in the stretch where there are no bike lanes to buffer the 
sidewalk 



• Provide a safer pedestrian crossing at Upland Place and King Street by installing the rapid 
flashing beacon.  The crosswalk at this intersection has been upgraded to high visibility for 
improved safety. 

• Install, as feasible, pedestrian improvements to Highland Place at King Street which could 
include pedestrian signals and push buttons for crossing King Street. 

 

Bicycle facilities are recommended for King Street in the City's Pedestrian and Bicycle Mobility 
Plan which involved an extensive public outreach process in the development of the Plan's 
recommendations. These bicycle lanes would provide a connection from the King Street 
Metrorail Station to the newly installed bicycle facilities on Janneys Lane.  The bike lanes would 
require the removal of parking along King Street from West Cedar Street to Highland Place.   

Currently, there are approximately 27 parking spaces along the east curb of King Street with no 
parking on the west curb.   The City conducted fourteen surveys of the parking utilization of 
these spaces over a month long period at different times of day and during different days of the 
week.  The survey showed that, on average, there were less than three cars parked along this 
section of roadway at a time.  Many of the houses from West Rosemont Avenue to Upland Place 
abut King Street but have a main entrance on North View Terrace.  Parking utilization for this 
portion of the roadway was, on average, less than one vehicle per survey period.   Vehicles 
parked along this roadway tend to be delivery or service vehicles and have out-of-state plates. 
The changes to parking are shown in Figure 4c. 

The City has received a number of requests from residents and civic associations for traffic 
calming along King Street and better bicycle access to the King Street Metrorail Station, and the 
public outreach process for this project is listed below: 

• Taylor Run Civic Association - 6.12.13 
• Traffic and Parking Board Briefing - 7.22.13 
• Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) - 8.19.13 
• Neighborhood flyers distributed - 9.11.13  
• Public Meeting 1 - 9.18.13 
• Public Meeting 2 - 10.30.13 
• Environmental Policy Commission - 11.4.13 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 4a - Before and After (West Cedar St. to Highland Pl.) 



 

Figure 4b - Proposed Cross Sections 



 

Figure 4c - Changes to Parking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment 2 – City Code Section 10-2-8 

Any person desiring to remove or change any control device established by the director of 
transportation and environmental services shall first apply to the traffic and parking board. After 
a hearing is had before the board, the board shall forward its recommendation to the city council 
and such person may apply to the city council for a further hearing. The city council shall have 
the power to retain, remove or change any control; provided, that the council shall first examine 
the recommendation from the traffic and parking board, receive a report on the matter from the 
director of transportation and environmental services and hold a hearing in relation thereto.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment 3 – Letter to King Street Residents 

 



 



 



 



Attachment 4 – Letters of Support 

     

 



      

 



 



 

 



 

 


