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ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations 

APPLICANT: Jelks H. Cabaniss III 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 

210 Duke Street 

ZONE:   Residential Townhouse Zone  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness, as submitted. 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of

the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of

issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month

period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to install custom black wrought iron

guardrails on the existing steps.

Site context 

The structure at 210 Duke Street is located on the south side of the 200 block of Duke Street.  The 

steps to which the proposed railings will be attached are at the front entry door directly adjacent to 

the public sidewalk.  As such, the proposed railings will be highly visible from the public right of 

way (Figure 1). 

Figure 1: View of 210 Duke Street from Duke Street, note entry stoop where proposed railings will be located 

HISTORY 

According to Ethelyn Cox in her book Historic Alexandria Virginia Street by Street, the structure 

was probably built by John Short, who acquired the lot in 1783.  In 1789 the property was listed 

for sale with a three-story brick structure.  Dr. James Craik purchased the property in 1795 and 

remained there until 1809.  He was a colleague and friend of George Washington, serving as the 

Surgeon General of the Revolutionary Army.  Dr. Craik was one of three physicians attending to 

George Washington during his final days. 

There are easements on the property from both the Historic Alexandria Foundation and the 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources.  The BAR’s purview is limited to the criteria set out 

in Section 10 of the Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, this does not include the interpretation or 

enforcement of historic easements.  For reference, the applicant has included approval letters from 

both groups in the submission materials. 
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Previous BAR Approvals 

BAR 2005-0161 – Alterations to existing structure 

BAR 2004-0252 – Addition to existing structure 

Permit 26633-8/22/69 – Replace roofing 

Permit 17263-6/2/61 – Repointing of exterior masonry 

Permit 4892 -2/11/43 -Replace Roofing 

III. ANALYSIS

The Design Guidelines state that “Stoops, steps, and railings are important functional elements of 

the entrances to buildings,” and that their design “should be appropriate to the historic style of the 

structure.” They further note that “Stoops, steps, and railings should not hide, obscure or cause the 

removal of historic details.” 

The entry steps at 210 Duke Street are unusual in that they are a later addition to the building and 

are of a different style than the main structure.  As noted in the submission materials, in 1933, the 

entry to the building included simple wood steps without railings.  The current decorative curved 

stone steps were added sometime after that time (Figure 2). While the curved steps are lovely, they 

are somewhat at odds with the overall building style. 

Figure 2: Previous (left) and current (right) design for the entry stoop 
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Noting the Design Guidelines comments regarding the compatibility of the design for a railing 

with the design for the historic structure, staff finds that the proposed design for the new railing 

successfully bridges the gap between the different styles of the entry stoop and the building.  The 

curving rail that follows the stair and the lateral scrolls at the base of the stair are reminiscent of 

the elegant curving stone steps.  The simple black metal rails and pickets along with the decorative 

finial are appropriate for the style of the building.  The attachment method for the railings locates 

the connection to the building at joints in the brick to avoid damage to the historic masonry.  While 

the attachment of a post into an existing stone step can sometimes cause damage to the step, the 

later nature of these steps limits concerns regarding damage to historic fabric.   

Consistent with the Design Guidelines, the simple design does not detract from or obscure the 

historic structure beyond. 

With these considerations, staff recommends that the Board approve the requested Certificate of 

Appropriateness as submitted. 

STAFF 

Bill Conkey, AIA Historic Preservation Architect, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 

II. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning  

C-1 Proposed railings for existing exterior stairs will comply with zoning.

Code Administration 

C-1 Building permit is required, the handrail design shall comply with VCC sec. 1014 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

R-1 The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition, if a separate demolition permit is required. (T&ES) 

R-2 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

R-3 No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

F-1 After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 

included in the review. (T&ES) 

C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 
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Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-3 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains be connected to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 

must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent properties 

and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental Services.  (Sec.5-

6-224) (T&ES) 

 

C-4 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

 

C-5 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

 

C-6 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 

Alexandria Archaeology  

F-1 No archaeological oversight is required for this project. 

 

V.        ATTACHMENTS 

 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR 2023-00531, 210 Duke Street 

3 – HAF and VDHR Easement approvals 
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BAR CASE# _______ _ 
(OFFICE USE ONI,. Y) 

ADDRESS OF PROJECT: 208-210 Duke St.
-----------------------------

DISTRICT: [I] Old & Historic Alexandria O Parker- Gray O 100 Year Old Building

TAX MAP AND PARCEL: 
07S.03-05-o5 

ZONING: 
RM
---------

APPLICATION FOR: {Please check all that apply) 

Ii] CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

□ PERMIT TO MOVE, REMOVE, ENCAPSULATE OR DEMOLISH
(Required if more than 25 square feet of a structure is to be demolished/impacted)

0 WAIVER OF VISION CLEARANCE REQUIREMENT and/or YARD REQUIREMENTS IN A VISION 
CLEARANCE AREA (Section 7-802, Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

□ WAIVER OF ROOFTOP HVAC SCREENING REQUIREMENT
(Section 6-403(6)(3), Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

Applicant: [i] Property Owner D Business (Please provide business name & contact person)

Name: Jelks H. Cabaniss Ill

Address: 210 Duke St.

City: Alexandria Zip: 22314

Phone: 703-861-9393 E-mail:

Authorized Agent (if applicable): D Attorney 

Name: Robert Bentley Adams
Ii] Architect □----

E .1 bud.adamsarchitects@gmail.com -ma,: _________ _

Legal Property Owner: 

Name: Jelks H. Cabaniss 111

Address: 210 Duke St

City: Alexandria

Phone: 708-861-9393

Phone: 703-626-0767

State: VA Zip: 22314

E .1 
jelks.cabaniss@gmail.com -ma,: _______ _
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