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BAR2025-00162

■ resurface driveway

Project Scope: - Replace the concrete driveway and walkway at 105 Franklin with brick
to match the neighboring properties. Brick (Belden Belcrest 550), mortar (grey), and
brick pattern (running bond) selected to match neighbors. Landscaping updates include
replacing leaning tree, narrowing natural area for better access, and new brick landing.
BAR is only approving the portion of this project on private property (10 feet in front of
house.) A seperate application and approval with Transportation & Environmental
Services is being made for the work on the driveway apron in the public right of way,
removal of small rounded curb to remove tripping hazard, and the extension of the
brick sidewalk in front of 101, 103 and 105.
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OWNERSHIP AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Use additional sheets if necessary

L Applicant. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning
an interest in the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership, in which
case identify each owner of more than three percent. The term ownership interest shall
include any legal or equitable interest held at the time of the application in the real property
which is the sub'ect of the a lication.

Name Address Percent of Ownershi
1. Philip W Saunders 105 Franklin Street
2. Fereshteh S O'Brien 105 Franklin Street
3.

50
50

Property. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entityowning
an interest in the property located at 105 Franklin street (address), unless the
entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each owner of more than three
percent. The term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable interest held at the
time of thea lication in the real ro e which is the sub•ect of thea lication.

Name Address Percent of Ownershi
1. Philip W Saunders 105 Franklin Street
2. Fereshteh S O'Brien 105 Franklin Street
3.

50
50

3. Business or Financial Relationships. Each person or entity listed above (1 and 2), with an
ownership interest in the applicant or in the subject property is required to disclose any
business or financial relationship, as defined by Section 11-350 of the Zoning Ordinance,
existing at the time of this application, or within the12-month period prior to the submission of
this application with any member of the Alexandria City Council, Planning Commission, Boardof
Zonin A eals or either Boards of Architectural Review.

Name of person or entity Relationship as defined by Member of the Approving
Section 11-350 of the Body (i.e. City Council,

Zonin Ordinance Plannin Commission etc.
1.

2.

3.

NOTE: Business or financial relationships of the type described in Sec. 11450 that arise
after the filing of this application and before each public hearing must be disclosed prior
to the public hearings.

As the applicant or the applicant's authorized agent, I here y attest to the best of ity that
the information provided above is true and correct.

11/1
Date Printed Name Signature
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Application to the Alexandria Board of Architecture Review 

Submitted by:  Faye O’Brien and Phil Saunders 

Property Address:  105 Franklin Street 

Project Scope:  Application to apply brick to the driveway at 105 Franklin Street. 

Project Overview 

The primary objectives of this project are to: 

 Enhance the visual appeal and cohesiveness of 105 Franklin Street and the 
surrounding block. 

 Address functional issues related to the existing hardscapes. 
 Align with the broader design goals of Old Town Alexandria. 

Background 

In 2019, the current owners of 101 and 103 Franklin (Mark Eisenhower and Amy Fries, Chris 
Opie and Joanna Allegretti) received BAR approval to replace their concrete driveways with 
brick.  At the time, the prior owner of 105 Franklin did not participate in the project, leaving 
one of the four driveways as concrete.  In October 2024, Faye O’Brien and Phil Saunders 
purchased 105 Franklin and now seek to address the inconsistency in driveway and 
sidewalk materials through this project.   

The private properties in this block only extend 10 feet in front of the houses, leaving the 
remainder of the driveway apron and sidewalk in the public right of way.  This means that 
BAR is reviewing the portion of this project on private property and Transportation & 
Environmental Services is reviewing the remainder of this project in a separate application.  
However, we are including the scope of the full project in this document to provide full 
transparency.    

The plat at the end of this document shows which portion of the work is approved by BAR 
and which by T&ES, and it includes annotations with notes from this document – ex (plat 
#6) 

Driveway Modifications 

(plat #6) The driveway and walkway at 105 Franklin will be converted from concrete (see 
pictures of the current deteriorated surface with multiple cracks) to brick.  The selected 
brick (Belden Belcrest 550) and mortar color (grey) have been chosen to closely match 
those of the neighboring properties.  The brick pattern will be running bond, horizontal 
across the face of the house, with a soldier border.  This is the same pattern that exists in 
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the 103 and 101 Franklin shared driveway today.  The sidewalk will be running bond with a 
soldier border. 

Three existing natural areas in the space will be modified as follows:   

1) Right-side natural area (facing the house):  The existing tree and root will be 
removed (the tree is leaning and unstable), a brick retaining wall will be added for 
aesthetic and structural purposes, and a replacement tree (Hornbeam) will be 
planted. (plat #1) 

2) Left-side natural area (facing the house):  This area will be narrowed by extending 
the new brick surface to the property line, except for a cutout area around the 
existing crepe myrtle tree, which will remain. (plat #9)  This narrowing of the natural 
area aims to improve accessibility for walking and driving and discourage pet waste 
accumulation. (plat #2) 

3) Small strip between the walkway and driveway:   This strip will be removed and 
replaced with brick for a more cohesive appearance. 

Property Lines 

As confirmed by Brendan Harris (Historic sta ), who also confirmed with Zoning review of 
plats, the property line monuments for the houses on this block are the middle of the party 
wall.  The width of 105 Franklin is 18 feet, so the corridor extending 18 feet wide in front of 
105 will be changed to brick. 

George O’Quinn at Dominion Survey has confirmed the measurements from the included 
plat to establish the border between 105 and 107 at the house.  Either measure 0.2 feet 
from the edge of 107 stoop or measure 18.4 feet (width of 105 plus half width of party wall) 
from the right corner of 105. (plat #3) 

At the border between 105 and 103, the new brick work will abut the existing brickwork at 
103. 

Entry Door Landing 

A new brick landing step will be installed in front of the entry door at 105 Franklin, aligning 
with the design of the other four houses on the block. (plat #5) 

Contractor and Design 

The project will be executed by Mt Diablo Landscaping.  Additional supporting materials, 
including design specifications, photos and PLAT information are attached for review.   
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(Note:  the remaining scope below will be reviewed by T&ES, and is not 
part of this BAR application.) 

 

Sidewalk Enhancements 

Currently, the sidewalk area in front of 107 Franklin is bricked and extends into the areas in 
front of 105 and 109 Franklin.  This project proposes to extend the brick sidewalk fully 
across the driveways of 101, 103, and 105 Franklin, creating a unified appearance and 
reinforcing the historic character of Old Town Alexandria. (plat #8) 

Additionally, the small, rounded curb area in front of the natural area at 105 Franklin will be 
removed. (plat #7) This change will: 

 Create a seamless transition between the driveways. 
 Improve pedestrian safety by eliminating a tripping hazard. 
 Prevent vehicles from mistakenly parking in front of the driveways (see pictures). 
 Facilitate easier vehicle access in and out of 105 Franklin. 

The same brick material used for the driveway at 105 Franklin will be used for the sidewalk 
extension.  The choice of sidewalk brick was based on matching existing 101 and 
103 bricks, and has been approved by those owners.  The pattern will be running 
bond. 

At the street, the border between 105 and 107 will be established by measuring 18 feet 
from the edge of the brick at 103. (plat #4)  The new sidewalk brickwork will begin at this 
measurement and will extend to the existing concrete pad joint near the driveway opening 
at 101 Franklin.  As part of this work, a few layers of existing brick in front of the natural area 
will be replaced to ensure a consistent match with the new brick, within the 18 foot wide 
corridor in front of 105. (plat #4) 

I have reviewed these plans with Kim Merrit and another colleague in the Department of 
Transportation and Environmental Services, as they control the sidewalk area.  They agree 
with this overall plan and approach, and I will submit the permits with their team, along 
with the BAR application.   
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NOTES: 1. FENCES ARE FRAME UNLESS NOTED.
2. UTILITIES ARE UNDERGROUND.
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FRANKLIN STREET

PLAT
SHOWING HOUSE LOCATION ON

LOT 636

POMMANDER SQUARE
(DEED BOOK 721 , PACE 693)

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
SCALE: l" - 20' OCTOBER S, 2023

HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE POSITIONS OF
ALL THE EXISTINC IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN
CAREFULLY ESTABLISHED BY A CURRENT FIELD
SURVEY AND UNLESS SHOWN THERE ARE NO
VJSIBLE ENCROACHMENTS AS OF THIS DATE:

THIS PLAT IS SUBJECT TO
RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD.

A TITLE REPORT WAS NOT FURNISHED,

NO CORNER MARKERS SET.

GEORGE M. OQUINN

10/05/2023
LICENSE NO.2069 &

DOMINION SURVEYORS Ø

Ordered by:

Millennium Title
& Abstract Company, Inc.

2905 Re. 209
uo

Phone

M N N SurveyorsInc*
8808-H PEAR TREE VILLAGE COURT

ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA 22309
703-619-6555

www.dominionsurveyors.com
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