
���������	
��
�������������
������� 
!�"
#��$%&%'(&&)*)
(
�+",�"(-"+.�"��/0121034�5�6
7/0121034�5�684�1946:05434;<�3=>+��?1:
@ABCBDADE
@@FGH
IJ�� K1:
I�L10�6
7�1:;4�L10�684�1946:05434;<�3=M
N��1
O�P46
7���1;Q�P4684�1946:05434;<�3=RSTUVWXY
Z[\]
̂_̀abc
dbe_̀abcfghi\aj]_hklmnoY
pb̀qbr̀ics
t]u_eb[
vs
wxwy
zz{||
}~�WY
�[brb[�i�_q
d�[brb[�i�_qfiab�iq̀[\i�ijg_�kl���m�oY
�Z��Z��}����ea\]
�_hhbqur
�_[
̂}��wxwy�xx|�|
�
�i[�b[��[ic
���
�����
�����
 ��
�¡¢£¤
�¥�¡
�¦��¤�§̈  ¡¢£¤©ª�¡©
«¬­®̄
°±²
³±́µ
́µ
́¶·̧®³­̄³¹1���º
P���:
�5�1
��
2�L»5�
�¼1
½����P56<
¾�L�5Q
Q�»»16�2
42
5�
01�4�12
��
�¼1
4L�31
01½1016Q1:
¿IÀ4¾¾�5Q4�5�6
2Q¼1:��1:
½�0
�Q��L10
@ÁÂ
DADE;
K¼46�
Ã��Ä05Q
¿�:�1ÃÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÆÇÈÉÊË
ÌÍÎÎÏÐÑÒ
ÓÍÔ
ÕÖ×ØÙÚÙÛÜÚÚÝÞÝ
Ü
ÆßÔàÏÔÜáÔßâãÏÉÉÍ
ÕÖ×
ÎÏÎÈÏÔÒäâ
ÐßÎÏ
ÊÒ
åÔÊË
ÕÍæÉÏâç
ßÐæ
è
ÍéÐ
ÑêÏ
êÊÒÑÍÔÊË
ëÔÍëÏÔÑâ
ÉÍËßÑÏæ
ßÑ
Þìí
î
ÌÍÉÇÎÈÇÒ
ïÑð
äâêÍÎÏ
ÊÒ
ÉÍËßÑÏæ
ßëëÔÍñÊÎßÑÏÉâ
ìòÙ
ÈÉÍËà
ÓÔÍÎ
ÑêÏ
ëÔÍëÍÒÏæ
ëÔÍëÏÔÑâ
ßÑ
íÚó
î
ÌÍÉÇÎÈÇÒ
ïÑðÕÏÉÍé
ÊÒ
ß
ëÊËÑÇÔÏ
ÍÓ
Îâ
ëÔÍëÏÔÑâ
ßÐæ
Îâ
ÐÏÊôêÈÍÔõÒ
ëÔÍëÏÔÑÊÏÒ
ÓßËÊÐô
ÐÍÔÑê
ÍÐ
ÌÍÉÇÎÈÇÒ
ïÑð



����������	
�����
��	����������	���������������	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������	���������������������������
�������	
�����������������
������ !��������������������������������������	��
����������"������������������	��������#���	������������
�����$�����	
������� �����
��������	�������������	�#���������
����������	�����������������������������	��%��$�����&�����
����'������������
����	������	
�����	��
��������$��	������	������������������������������������������������	������	����$����������	(����������������	����������(��������	��
����������	������
	�)���������������'��������������������*"�������������+�����������������������,# �������������"����������	������������'��������������������������
����
������������������%�����	�����������	��������������	��������	�������������	������	��
���������	����������#��
����$��������������������	��������������
�����������������	�������������	��
���������������������������	
���(�����������������������������������������������	��
����������	�����'�������������������������������



�����������	���
��	
�����������	����
����	�
��
���������	������	������	����
�����	�����	
��������������	��
���	
����������������
	�



��������	
�������
����������������	��������
�����
�������������
��	���������������������������������������
�����
��������������������������
���	������������	
�����	������	��	�������
��
	��
���
�������	������
�����	��������������	����
��������������	
������������������
�����
�����������������������
����������������� ���	����
��!�����������
���������������"
����#���$%&'����������������	�����()*+�,��	����(�������-
��� ����������	������������������(��������		���
��
����	�������������
���
������*./����
����-
��������������	�����
�����
���
�����0/��������,������������������
���
����/�1'/����
����2
�	�������	���������������������������	����������������������
��������������������������������������������	���������
��
�����	���������������	��������	
������������
���������������������������
���������
�����
���������	��������������������������������
���������������
������������&��������		
�"��������3����$��	�
� 4567895:;<=�>?@A�BCAADEC�FDA�ACGH�IJKB�KLHA@MC�H?C�7@HN�KI�9OCPDGMJ@D�CBD@O�ANAHCBQ4R�SR>�7857T�DGN�O@GUA�KJ�MKFGOKDM�DHHDV?BCGHA�LGOCAA�H?C�VKGHCGHA�DJC�IJKB�D�HJLAHCM�AKLJVCQ



���������	
���
����������������
��������� �!"�#$�%%�&'��(�)��%%*+,-.��/+',�'��(0123-�4*�2567��8,-�9:;9:;<:<=�9:>:?�@A
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Luke.Cowan@alexandriava.gov 

Dear Mr. Cowan -  

The purpose of this email is to provide concerned homeowner opposition to the BAR_Concept #2025-

00373-ParkerGrey as was submitted for Alexandria’s Board of Architectural Review on October 16, 2025, 

by Ken Wire for 806 North Columbus Street. The current concept raises several concerns for me, as the 

property owner of 826 Snowden Hallowell Way, Alexandria, VA 22314. 

The Conceptual Layout Plan (“the concept”) included in the submission labels the street behind the 

proposed townhomes as “Public Alley.” The street is Snowden Hallowell Way which is a private road 

maintained by the Old Town Commons Homeowners’ Association. The applicant must understand that 

unlike North Columbus Street, it is not a public road. 

The concept includes parking areas behind the townhomes which will rely on the private road for 

access/egress and maintenance – including snow and leaf removal, and paving as required. All other 

historic homes that back to Snowden Hallowell Way (excepting 802 North Columbus – grandfathered) 

do not have rear parking. In fact, the “backyards” of those homes are tastefully fenced (see photos 001, 

002, 003). I oppose the proposal that would allow for rear parking that is reliant on Snowden Hallowell 

Way for access. The rear of the properties must include fencing that is consistent with the existing 

fences of the historical properties that back to Snowden Hallowell Way and not include space for 

parking. 

The height of the proposed townhomes exceeds reasonable expectations for the specific lot(s). The 

concept indicates that the townhomes will be 4 levels. This is widely out of sync with the existing 

historical properties along the 800 block of North Columbus Street. The adjacent townhomes are 2 story 

(see photos 004, 005). The BAR Concept Submission includes neighborhood photos that are misleading 

in that they are not adjacent to the proposed townhomes, rather they are of the Old Town Commons’ 

properties – of which these homes will not be associated with (i.e., not in the Homeowners’ Association) 

and one (2/3 781 Montgomery Street) is of another condominium building. The condominium building 

has underground parking that is accessed from Powhatan Street. The Massing Concept Images are also 

deceptive as they do not portray the true impact of 4 story townhomes wedged between 2 story 

townhomes.  

The front and rear facing roof patios add to the intrusiveness of the properties over the existing 2 story 

townhomes. The height-to-width ratio of the 4 story townhomes will not be in harmony with their 

historical and architectural setting and environs (see Article X – Historic Districts and Buildings, Sec. 10-

101(G)). 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lynn Beasley 

Attachment: Photos (001, 002, 003, 004, and 005) 

mailto:jnelson@town.irvington.va.us


 

 

Photo 001 

 

 

 



 

Photo 002 



 

Photo 003 



 

Photo 004 



 

Photo 005 
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ObjecƟon to BAR2025-00373 

806 North Columbus Street 

1 
 

I hereby register my objecƟon to the BAR Concept Submission under BAR2025-00373 (the 
Concept Submission), specifically with regard to the height and lack of harmony with the 
historical and architectural seƫng and environs (see ArƟcle X Sec 10-201(F)).1 

While the Concept Submission purported to supply precedent photos (Concept Submission 
Sheet BAR-5), these photos selecƟvely avoid North Columbus Street itself.  Currently, there is an 
architecturally cohesive path running over a mile, starƟng at the shops at the end of Powhatan 
Street (e.g, Buzz Bakeshop), then flowing into North Columbus (including the affected 800 
block), all the way into Old Town.  The proposal for the three proposed townhouses at 806 
North Columbus would provide a jarring interrupƟon to this architectural cohesion. 

This uninterrupted stretch, used by both residents and visitors, showcases the unique, historic 
architectural styles of both Parker-Gray and Old Town, and includes respecƞully integrated new-
build structures, along with historic residences.  The proposed design in the Submission would 
tower above exisƟng structures, both old and new, providing significant visual and aestheƟc 
disrupƟon.  

Unlike the Concept Submission, the developers of Old Town Commons (OTC) recognized the 
unique frontage of 800 North Columbus Street.  The photos of taller OTC buildings included in 
the Concept Submission are on side streets not visible from the North Columbus artery flowing 
from Parker-Gray into Old Town.  NoƟceably, and conversely to the jarring height of the 
proposed design in the Concept Submission, the Old Town Commons neighborhood 
thoughƞully and deliberately decreases in height from four stories on the side streets to two 
stories in the relevant area - the 800 block of N Columbus - in order to reflect the character and 
architectural cohesion of the neighborhood (see photo of 828-836 North Columbus St, built in 
2012). 

Likewise, the photos below show over a mile of thoughƞul and cohesive design, flouted by the 
proposed design in the Concept Submission.   

Of parƟcular note: 

As currently proposed, the Concept Submission for 806-810 North Columbus Street is grossly 
out of keeping with:  

 
1 The City of Alexandria seeks, through the establishment of the Parker-Gray District, to protect community health 
and safety and to promote the educaƟon, prosperity and general welfare of the public through the idenƟficaƟon, 
preservaƟon, and enhancement of buildings, structures, seƫngs, features and ways of life which characterize this 
nineteenth and early twenƟeth century residenƟal neighborhood. To achieve these general purposes the City of 
Alexandria seeks to pursue the following specific purposes…To assure that new structures, addiƟons, landscaping, 
and related elements be in harmony with their historical and architectural seƫng and environs. 
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(1) The height of historic structures on North Columbus, as well as current new-build 
structures.  As demonstrated in the photos herein, new-build structures, when situated 
next to one of the shorter historic homes along the enƟre length of North Columbus 
from Powhatan to North Columbus Street, are not only in keeping with the home next to 
it, but are oŌen shorter than other historic homes further along the block.  As proposed, 
806 North Columbus Street is located next to the shortest home on the block, but 
towers above even the tallest historic and new-build homes on the 800 block.2 
 

(2) The distance from the sidewalk to exisƟng structures.  The Concept Submission is in 
noƟceable opposiƟon to historic and currently new-build structures along the enƟre 
length of North Columbus.  As demonstrated in the photos herein, the length of North 
Columbus Street consistently demonstrates the architectural character of homes 
recessed from the road, full of old growth, unique gardens, and historical aestheƟc.  As 
proposed, 806 North Columbus Street would protrude out far beyond the adjacent 
historic homes and the others on the 800 block and certainly far beyond those on      
North Columbus as it moves into Old Town.   
 

The ulƟmate irony, given the mission and purpose of the Board of Architectural Review, is that       
the proposed development of 806 North Columbus renders the historic homes on the 800 block 
of North Columbus Street as the architectural anomaly: small buildings dwarfed by new 
structures designed to consume every inch of available space rather than respect and align with 
the standards established by Chapter 10 and overseen and safeguarded by the Bureau of 
Architectural Review. 

It is possible to develop new construcƟon in conƟnuity with height, scale, and mass, and in      
harmony with the exisƟng, protected historic and architectural environment.  The Concept 
Submission for 806 North Columbus Street, however, demonstrates liƩle to no consideraƟon for 
the historic environment and the character of the neighborhood.  As demonstrated in both the 
photos and narraƟve herein, a building height of two stories and a commensurate set-back with 
exisƟng structures in distance from the sidewalk would align with the highly walkable and 
character-rich length of North Columbus from Parker-Gray to Old Town.  

 
2 Chapter 10-205 - MaƩers to be considered in approving cerƟficates and permits - (A)(2)Standards. The board of 
architectural review…shall consider the following in passing upon the appropriateness of proposals within the 
Parker-Gray District:(a)(1)Height of the roofline along the street or public way; (2)Scale and mass of the building on 
the site; (3)Placement of the building on the site…(8)Hierarchy of building elevaƟon based on the locaƟon of the 
new construcƟon on the front (street facing), side (non-street facing) or rear elevaƟon. 
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Precedent Photos 

Photo A below: Current view of the 800 block of North Columbus Street – historic homes 

 

Photo B below: Current view of the 800 block of North Columbus Street, including EYA Old Town 
Commons new-build from 2012 at similar/equal height next to historic buildings 
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Photos D and E below:  Views of both sides of the 600 block of North Columbus with both 
historic and new-build at equal height and set-back 

 

 

  



ObjecƟon to BAR2025-00373 

806 North Columbus Street 

5 
 

Photos F and G: Views of the 700 block of North Columbus with both historic and new-build at 
equal height and set-back 
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Photos H, I, and J : Views of the 900 block of North Columbus and beyond with both historic and 
newer build sympatheƟcally at equal height over several decades, spanning over a century, 
none exceeding two stories, equal set-back, also featuring green space 
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