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The City supports legislation to enable undocumented immigrants to obtain a driver’s license, which would provide access to the privilege of driving and serve as proof of identity, not citizenship.

Access to a driver’s licenses for all residents, regardless of their immigration status, is both a public safety and an economic issue. Maryland, Washington D.C., and 12 other states and territories allow undocumented immigrants to obtain a driver’s license or driving privilege card. Some of these states require proof that the applicant files federal and state income tax returns in order to qualify for a driver’s license.

Providing access to a driver’s license for undocumented immigrants would ensure that these individuals have passed a Virginia road skills and safety test and would enable those who need to drive do so safely. States that offer driver’s licenses to immigrants, regardless of citizenship, have experienced a reduction in vehicle fatalities and an increase in insured rates. In addition, research shows that those with driver’s licenses are more likely to work and participate more broadly in their local economy

The City supports legislation that would enable undocumented immigrants to obtain a driver’s license that would provide access to the privilege of driving and serve as proof of identity, not citizenship.




