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Good morning,

| am a resident at 526 S. Alfred St, and | wanted to express my issue with the plans by
Alfred Street Baptist Church and the Community Builders, Inc. | know they have a meeting
before the City Council on December 13.

Currently, construction has been underway for years for the Heritage Development project
across the street. | tried to voice my concerns about its height and density, but my thoughts
were excluded. Now, this new plan aims to redevelop Old Towne West into another
complex of four stories, while my house is only two stories high, changing the entire look
and feel of the neighborhood. More importantly, | haven't seen or heard of any plans for the
City to address issues surrounding all of these redevelopments in regards to traffic,
schools, sewage impact, etc. | can't imagine what the traffic will look like on South Alfred
once the Heritage is open. Once Old Towne West also has traffic dumping onto the same
street, it will be impossible gridlock. I'm imploring City Council to think about the larger
picture before they approve these rezoning and special unit permits.

Attached is a letter to the editor | wrote to the Alexandria Times that was published in the
October 30 edition regarding my opposition to these redevelopments without taking into
account community feedback.

| fully support affordable housing, but | kindly request that the City consider scaling back the
height of this project to fall more in line with the rest of the neighborhood. It would be
beneficial to all of Old Town if there are other areas of the city where affordable housing is
constructed without having it all concentrated in this southwest quadrant.

Thanks for your consideration.
Best regards,
Kim Burstein
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Letters

Those most impacted need real input

To the editor:

Thank you, Bill Rossello, for your piece, “City
Hall Watch: There has to be another way,” in
the Oct. 16 Alexandria Times. The column high-
lighted how City Hall and developers are increasing
Alexandria’s density.

As a long-term homeowner, who lives close to
new apartment developments, I keep asking myself,
“Why does the city not involve those most affected
in the planning process or solicit our input?” Instead,
we are only invited to token community meetings
and then de facto informed of upcoming plans.

I live across the street from the Heritage rede-
velopment in Old Town that will eventually result in
nearly 600 units. Many of you may be familiar with
this area, since it is the route many take to jump on
the beltway during rush hour, leading to increasingly
worse snarled traffic. The city has yet to fix this traf-

fic mess, which will only become worse once the Her-
itage opens.

Immediately next door to me is a plan to raise a
145 four-story apartment building in 2027 or 2028,
with 75 more units across the street. These units will
all be affordable housing, which I fully support.

However, to date, no one has sought my input on
the density or asked how my life might be changed
by being walled in between these large apartment
complexes. Neither has the city offered proposals to
deal with the significant impact on local traffic, our
schools or the environment.

To all at City Hall, please find another way to
diversify the tax base and add affordable hous-
ing without destroying the charm of our beloved
Old Town.

-Kim Burstein,
Alexandria
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ATTN: City Clerk
To the City Clerk,

My Name is Ethel C. Talley,
And | live on the property at Old Town West Il at 500 S. Alfred Street, Alexandria Virginia 22314.
And | have been a member at Alfred Street Baptist Church (ASBC) since 2012.

Re: Affordable Housing: Redevelopment of Old Town West Il
1st Phrase

I would like to add a written statement for the Public Hearing Meeting on Saturday, December 13, 2025. at 9:00 am.- 3:00 pm.

I dont know where the docket number is for this public hearing. | did register for the zoom meeting,

This is for the redevelopment of Old Town West I1l.(OTW) Affordable Housing with Alfred Street Baptist Church (ASBC) and it's
Stakeholders.

1.) ASBC Relocation Plan, Process, and temporary Housing locations for residents

| am asking for the The City Council & Alfred Street Baptist Church , please consider that these factors are added into consideration
with the relocation plan, process and temporary housing locations for OTW residents. With the given information this will avoid any
unnecessarily or overwhelming financial hardship on the OTW residents during the temporary housing relocation process during the
redevelopment of OTW Town homes while adding additional affordable units.

Right now OTW Residents only pay rent and electric. Other residential properties may require ;in addition to rent, and electric gas, water,
sewer, trash, parking, and other amenities. Some even include some in the rent and the rent is not consider paid; if the utilities or the
Comcast is not paid with the rent. Some of these residents are on SSI less than $1,000 a month, or a retirement check , or low hourly
wages, or income. ( yes you know we are low income residents) Although there are some market renters on the property. | too was
once a market renter as a former government employee of twenty years my only income with be a CSRS retirement pension soon. We
will not be able to afford these additional utilities and amenities during this temporary relocation process; if these factors are not taken
into consideration.

2.) Water Levels

| also would like to add to have ASBS and its stakeholders consider having another Geotechnical/Civil Engineer check the groundwater
tables; if that has n't already been done. | think we had someone drill holes in the ground and during that time the ground was really
watery and muddy, and several trees have sunk into the ground. The water levels may be higher now since previous reported.

Thank you for your consideration,

Ethel Talley

City of Alexandria resident, OTW resident and member of ASBC

(571)645-3037 cell
e.caroltalley@yahoo.com
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