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f̂]̂_̀g_hcd̂êijg]khl_egmnopq[
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15 March 2026 

 
322 North Columbus ST. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

 

To the members of the BAR,  

My name is James Foggo.  I am a resident of Old Town Alexandria and I currently live on North 
Columbus Street across from The Merion Group’s proposed site for a perpendicular row of six town 
homes.  I have some concerns about the plan for the project based on my long history with the area.  

I grew up in the 8th District of Virginia and attended Washington Mill Elementary, Walt Whitman 
Intermediate, and later spent my freshman year at Fort Hunt High School (now West Potomac). During 
these formative years, I spent a considerable amount of time in Old Town Alexandria and in particular 
on the waterfront, including a memorable visit to the USS Laffey (DD-724), one of the most decorated 
ships of WWII, moored alongside before her decommissioning in 1975. 

Upon graduation, I matriculated to the U.S. Naval Academy, on an 8th District Congressional 
nomination, and retired from the United States Navy 44 years later in September 2020.  Upon my 
retirement, I could have lived anywhere, but I chose to return to the Old Town Alexandria area 
because of fond memories from my youth. Accordingly, I purchased an expensive home in Old 
Town because of its historic appeal and adherence to preservation and observation of stringent 
requirements regarding expansion and urban development.   

Having talked with the developers during a visit to my home earlier this month and having participated 
in the recent “online Town Hall” with the Merion Group, I believe that the plan for the six new town 
homes violates the spirit of the Residential Design Guidelines regarding building orientation.  

I believe a better example of city planning for the Old and Historic District would be a 3-unit 
street-facing row on Princess with a Mews-style cluster behind it. This configuration respects the 
historic pattern of the block (notably 711 Princess) and ensures that any Development Special Use 
Permit request is based on sound urban design. 

I hope that you will take my concerns as a taxpayer and those of my neighbors into consideration as you 
make a determination on the approval of a plan for the six new units.  Thank you for your attention to 
this matter.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James G. Foggo 
Admiral, U.S. Navy (Retired) 
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f�khhk]gl_ê�c̀i]hc�]̂tdk]�]lje�mn���o�q[
������\�b����
�]�c}
����yzy{�zzz��
�
zzz��
���z
\l
�]�vk̂j�ê
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