
Docket Item # 1 

BAR CASE # 2016-00133 

BAR Meeting 

May 18, 2016 

ISSUE: Certificate of Appropriateness - Alterations 

APPLICANT: Cynthia Gelman 

LOCATION: 805 Church Street 

ZONE:   RM/Residential 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application with the condition that the storm door is painted 

the same color as the main door and the storm door frame is painted to match the door frame. 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH:

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies

unless otherwise specifically approved.

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for

further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that

12-month period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a 

six-panel fiberglass door and a full-light aluminum storm door with retractable screen at 805 

Church Street.  The existing wood door and two-light, aluminum storm door will be removed to 

the rough opening and replaced with a new pre-hung, fiberglass door in a black factory finish. 

II. HISTORY

According to City Records, the subject property is two-story, brick townhouse which was 

constructed as part of the Yates Gardens Development about 1952. 

Staff could not locate any previous approvals by the Board. 

Figure 1:  Existing Conditions 

III. ANALYSIS

The proposed alterations comply with Zoning Ordinance requirements.  

The storm door proposed by the applicant can be administratively approved by Staff, but is 

included as part of the overall entry improvements.  Staff supports the storm door installation if, 

the storm door is painted the same color as the main door and the storm door frame is painted to 

match the door frame, as stated in the BAR’s Minor Architectural Elements Policy. 

The Board’s Minor Architectural Elements Policy also allows for BAR administrative approval 

of exterior fiberglass doors, but only on buildings constructed after 1965, when then the first 

fiberglass composite doors became commercially available. Where fiberglass doors are 

permitted, the Board policy recommends that they have a smooth-finish and be field-painted.  In 

the past, the Board has maintained that because a front door is typically located near the street 

and regularly used by residents and their guests, it should be constructed of natural materials - a 

tactile quality important in a historic district.  However, even as early as 2011, when the Minor 

Architectural Elements Policy was first adopted, the Board acknowledged that high quality 

fiberglass doors were now nearly indistinguishable from wood doors because they can be molded 
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to have the same crisp lines and panels as wood doors.  Fiberglass doors are known to have a 

greater lifespan and increased thermal efficiency because they are filled with foam, which also 

results in a density and sound very similar to wood when one knocks on them.   

Even though this townhouse dates from the early 1950s, Staff supports the proposed fiberglass 

door at 805 Church Street.  First, the door will be located behind a full-lite storm door where its 

material and detailing will be nearly impossible to distinguish.  Likewise, Staff has no objection 

to the factory painting for the same reasons.  Second, the door is located approximately 25 feet 

from the front property line.  While the use of authentic materials is particularly important on 

early historic buildings, in this case the materiality of this front door is not essential element in 

determining the building’s compatibility with nearby buildings of historic merit.   

For the OHAD Board’s information only, in the Parker-Gray District, BAR Staff reviews and 

approves doors only on the street fronting elevations of Early (pre-1932) buildings.  All other 

doors, including non-street facing elevations of Early buildings, and doors on all elevations of 

later buildings (post-1931), do not require approval by either the Board or BAR staff.  In 

adopting the Parker-Gray regulations, the Parker-Gray Board expressed a clear preference for the 

retention – or use – of historic materials only on the street facing facades of Early buildings 

where they can be easily perceived by the public from the sidewalk.   

Staff recommends approval of the application with the above recommended condition. 

STAFF 

Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement   R- recommendation   S- suggestion   F- finding 

Zoning Comments 

C-1 Proposed door replacement complies with zoning. 

Code Administration 

No comments received. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

R1. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 

R2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

R3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 
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F1. After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 

included in the review. (T&ES) 

F2. If the alley located at the rear of the parcel is to be used at any point of the construction 

process the following will be required: 

For a Public Alley - The applicant shall contact T&ES, Construction Permitting & 

Inspections at (703) 746-4035 to discuss any permits and accommodation requirements 

that will be required.  

For a Private Alley - The applicant must provide proof, in the form of an affidavit at a 

minimum, from owner of the alley granting permission of use. (T&ES) 

C1. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

C2. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

C3. All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

C4. Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

C5. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR2016-00133, 805 Church Street 
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