
Docket Item #7 

BAR #2026-00034 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 

March 18, 2026 

ISSUE:  Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (partial) 

APPLICANT: 330 N Washington LLC 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 

330 North Washington Street 

ZONE:   CD / Commercial Downtown Zone 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Permit to Demolish/Capsulate with the following conditions: 

• Call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703-746-4399) if any buried structural remains

(wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of artifacts are discovered

during development. Work must cease in the area of the discovery until a City archaeologist

comes to the site and records the finds. The language noted above shall be included on all

final site plan sheets involving any ground disturbing activities.

• The applicant/developer shall not allow any metal detection to be conducted on the

property, or allow independent parties to collect or excavate artifacts, unless authorized by

Alexandria Archaeology. Failure to comply shall result in project delays. The language

noted above shall be included on all final site plan sheets involving any ground disturbing

activities.

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, 703-746-3833, or preservation@alexandriava.gov for further

information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of

the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of

issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month

period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant requests a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (partial) to demolish a portion of the 

drive through canopy at the rear of the building at 330 North Washington Street. 

Site context 

The subject site is located at the south west corner of the intersection of North Washington Street 

and Princess Street.  The canopy to be partially removed is on the west side of the building and is 

visible from Princess Street. 

II. HISTORY

Development of this block first appears on the 1862 Coastal Survey Map.  By 1885 the Sanborn 

Fire Insurance Map shows buildings facing North Washington Street, Princess Street, and North 

Columbus Street.  The southern end of the block was dominated by a cemetery facing Queen 

Street.  This configuration persisted until the 1941 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows a library 

constructed on the site of the cemetery. 

The existing office building at 330 North Washington Street was built in 1964.  The surface 

parking lot that is currently in place on the proposed site was created at the time of the construction 

of the office building.  

Figure 1: Extent of canopy to be demolished 
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III. ANALYSIS

In considering a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate, the Board must consider the following criteria 

set forth in the Zoning Ordinance, §10-205(B) which relate only to the subject property and not 

to neighboring properties.  The Board has purview of the proposed demolition/capsulation 

regardless of visibility. 

Standard Description of Standard Standard Met? 

(1) Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical 

interest that its moving, removing, capsulating or razing would 

be to the detriment of the public interest? 

No 

(2) Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made 

into an historic shrine? 

No 

(3) Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or 

uncommon design, texture and material that it could not be 

reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty? 

No 

(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and 

protect an historic place or area of historic interest in the city? 

No 

(5) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general 

welfare by maintaining and increasing real estate values, 

generating business, creating new positions, attracting tourists, 

students, writers, historians, artists and artisans, attracting new 

residents, encouraging study and interest in American history, 

stimulating interest and study in architecture and design, 

educating citizens in American culture and heritage, and making 

the city a more attractive and desirable place in which to live? 

No 

(6) Would retention of the building or structure help maintain the 

scale and character of the neighborhood? 

No 

The analysis of the standards indicated above relate only to the portions of the wall areas proposed 

for demolition/capsulation.  In the opinion of staff, none of the criteria for demolition and 

capsulation are met and the Permit to Demolish /Capsulate should be granted.  The canopy to be 

modified dates from 1964 and is not of unusual design or construction. 

Staff therefore has no objection to the demolition/capsulation and recommends approval of the 

Permit to Demolish/Capsulate, with the following conditions: 

• Call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703-746-4399) if any buried structural

remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of artifacts are

discovered during development. Work must cease in the area of the discovery until a City

archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds. The language noted above shall be

included on all final site plan sheets involving any ground disturbing activities.
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• The applicant/developer shall not allow any metal detection to be conducted on the

property, or allow independent parties to collect or excavate artifacts, unless authorized

by Alexandria Archaeology. Failure to comply shall result in project delays. The

language noted above shall be included on all final site plan sheets involving any ground

disturbing activities.

STAFF 

Bill Conkey, AIA, Historic Preservation Architect, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use + Preservation Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

Zoning  

C-1 Proposed concept review for subdivision for six townhouses will comply with Zoning. 

C-2 Proposed concept review is subject to the approval and conditions of CDSP 2025-00010. 

F-1 Applicant has requested approval of a Subdivision and DSUP for the six townhouses.  

Hearing date has also not been scheduled. 

F-2 All lots don’t appear to have frontage on a street which per CD zone requires 25 feet. 

F-3 Setbacks, open space, and lot requirements can be modified at the DSUP stage to comply 

with the CD zone. 

Code Administration 

C-1 Building permits are required. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

F-1 Comply with all requirements of CDSP2025-00010. (T&ES) 

F-2 The Final Site Plan must be approved and released and a copy of that plan must be 

attached to the demolition permit application.  No demolition permit will be issued in 

advance of the building permit unless the Final Site Plan includes a demolition plan 

which clearly represents the demolished condition.  (T&ES) 

Alexandria Archaeology 

F-1 The project area is located outside of Alexandria’s original boundaries and would have 

remained undeveloped and rural throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  

By the late eighteenth century more town blocks had been surveyed and laid out, 

including the block where the project area was located.  This does not necessarily 

indicate the start of development, as the blocks were likely to be used for real estate 

dealings.  One such real estate sale in 1784 involved the project area – Thomas West, 
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who owned extensive tracts of land in and around Alexandria, sold a large section of his 

land that included the block bounded by Princess, N. Washington, Queen and N. 

Columbus.  The land was transferred to Baldwin Dade and would be further subdivided 

in subsequent years. 

F-2. Development is first shown in the project area on an 1862 Coastal Survey map, although it 

is unclear the use or ownership of the buildings.  An 1877 Hopkins map shows a more 

detailed layout of the block, including several buildings located within the project area and 

fronting on Princess St.  There are five buildings noted with two different owners listed, 

W. Padgett, and Robert Brockett.  An 1885 Sanborn map shows that the one structure on

N. Washington St. has several associated out-buildings, including a detached kitchen.

F-3 Given that the property has been covered with a parking lot since the 1960’s, there is a high 

likelihood of surviving archaeological resources.  The project area may contain valuable 

information pertaining to the development of Alexandria throughout the nineteenth 

century, including before the Civil War. 

R-1 Hire a professional consultant to work with staff and the landscape designers to 

incorporate and interpret elements of the historical character and archaeological findings 

into the design of the open space and to prepare interpretive elements, which shall be 

erected as part of the development project.  The site plan shall indicate themes and 

locations of interpretive elements.  Prior to release of the final site plan, the consultant 

shall provide text and graphics for the signage subject to approval by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria/Alexandria Archaeology and the Directors of P&Z and/or RP&CA.* 

(Arch)(P&Z)(RP&CA) 

R-2 Hire an archaeological consultant to complete a Documentary Study and an 

Archaeological Evaluation.  If significant resources are discovered, the consultant shall 

complete a Resource Management Plan, as outlined in the City of Alexandria 

Archaeological Standards.  Preservation measures presented in the Resource 

Management Plan, as approved by the City Archaeologist, will be implemented. 

(Archaeology) 

R-3 The Final Site Plan, Grading Plan, or any other permits involving ground disturbing 

activities (such as coring, grading, filling, vegetation removal, undergrounding utilities, 

pile driving, landscaping and other excavations as defined in Section 2-151 of  the 

Zoning Ordinance) shall not be released until the City archaeologist confirms that all 

archaeological field work has been completed or that an approved Archaeological 

Evaluation plan and any required  Resource Management Plans will be implemented to 

recover significant resources before or in concert with construction activities. * 

(Archaeology) 

R-4 Call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703-746-4399) if any buried structural 

remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of artifacts are 

discovered during development.  Work must cease in the area of the discovery until a 
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City archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds.  The language noted above 

shall be included on all Final Site Plan sheets involving any ground disturbing activities. 

(Archaeology) 

R-5 The applicant/developer shall not allow any metal detection to be conducted on the 

property, or allow independent parties to collect or excavate artifacts, unless authorized 

by Alexandria Archaeology.  Failure to comply shall result in project delays. The 

language noted above shall be included on all Final Site Plan sheets involving any ground 

disturbing activities. (Archaeology) 

R-6 Certificates of Occupancy shall not be issued for this property until interpretive elements 

have been constructed, interpretive markers have been erected, and the final 

archaeological report has been received and approved by the City Archaeologist.*** 

(Archaeology) 

C - 1 All required archaeological preservation measures shall be completed in compliance with 

Section 11-411 of the Zoning Ordinance.  

V. ATTACHMENTS

• Application Materials

• Completed application

• Plans

• Material specifications

• Scaled survey plat if applicable

• Photographs
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