
Docket #5 
BAR2024-00180 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 
June 5, 2024 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations 

APPLICANT: Michael M Frank 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 
307 N Washington Street 

ZONE:   CD/Commercial downtown zone  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations as submitted.  

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless
otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month
period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL    
The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to remove the remains of an egress 
stairway, at 307 North Washington Street. Staff notes that the application includes plans to 
encapsulate an existing door opening on the east (rear) elevation. The opening is approximately 
21ft2 and no permit to demolish/encapsulation is required.  
  
Site context 
The alley to the north, abutting the subject property, is private. The alley north of the private alley 
is public. The proposed alterations will be visible from the right-of-way.  
 
 
II. HISTORY 
According to Ethelyn Cox in her book Historic Alexandria Virginia Street by Street, Robert 
Brockett constructed the subject property and the adjacent townhouses at 301, 303, and 305 North 
Washington Street in 1808. The three-bay, three-story Federal style house consists of a frame main 
block and a two-story masonry ell. Sanborn Fire Insurance map research shows that the rear ell 
was constructed by 1885 when it first appears on the map.  
 
Previous BAR Approvals 
BAR2018-00142 – Administrative approval for shutters (3/28/2018)  
 
 
III. ANALYSIS    
Staff has no objection to the proposed alterations. The Design Guidelines state that exterior 
staircases are usually a second means of egress from the upper floors of structures. The existing 
remnant of the exterior staircase is not original to the building and its removal will have no effect 
on the architectural character of the building. Staff recommend approval as submitted.  
 

   
Photo 1: Existing conditions.   Photo 2: Proposed alterations.   

 
 
STAFF 
Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 
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III. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
C-1  Proposed removal of existing rear second floor door and egress stairs.   
 
Code Administration 
C-1  Without a floor plan, it is not clear whether the door is used for an emergency escape and 

rescue opening. A building permit is required. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
No comments received.  
 
Alexandria Archaeology  
No Archaeology comments. 
 
National Park Service 
No comments received. 
 
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Application Materials  

• Completed application 
• Material specifications 
• Photographs 

2 – Supplemental Materials  
• Public comment, if applicable 
• Any other supporting documentation 
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