
Docket Item # 1 

BAR CASE # 2012-0277 

 

BAR Meeting  

January 23, 2013 

 

ISSUE:   Alterations 

APPLICANT:  Carolyn Brown 

LOCATION:  1610 Suter Street 

ZONE:   RB / Residential 

________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the application, as submitted. 
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*EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of final 

approval if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs). The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval. 

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information. 
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          BAR CASE # 2012-0414 

January 23, 2013 

 

I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting after-the-fact approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for a new 

gable-roof wood portico over the front door at 1610 Suter Street. The portico has exposed rafter 

ends and wood brackets and is painted white to match the trim on the house.  

 

In February 2012, the applicant received a zoning violation for failing to obtain a building permit 

for the installation of the portico.  However, compliance with the violation was put on hold 

pending the outcome of the Parker-Gray Ad Hoc Design Guidelines Work Group.  With the 

adoption of the new Residential Reference Guide for Parker-Gray, the applicant is before the 

BAR for approval of the new portico.   

 

II. HISTORY 
The two-story, end unit brick townhouse at 1610 Suter Street was constructed after 1941 

according to the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.  The townhouse is part of a collection of 

townhouses located along Princess, Earl and Suter Streets which are representative of 

Alexandria’s mid-20th century housing boom. According to the Uptown/Parker-Gray National 

Register Nomination, only three of the five buildings in this development remain, as two 

buildings were razed around 1980 when the grade was raised for the construction of Metrorail.  

The subject property is a two-story, three bay townhouse constructed of concrete block with a 

brick veneer, a cast concrete door surround, cast concrete recessed panels and jack arches over 

the second floor windows.  

 

Previous Approvals: 

 

BAR Case #2012-0412: Administrative BAR approval for a wood picket front yard fence.  
 

III. ANALYSIS 
The proposed changes comply with Zoning Ordinance requirements.  

 

This BAR application is the first to go before the Board after the adoption of the Parker-Gray Ad 

Hoc Design Guidelines Work Group recommendations, as amended by the BAR at the 

December 12, 2012 meeting.   As the Board has instructed, all cases brought to the BAR after the 

adoption of the new recommendations will be evaluated based on the newly adopted Residential 

Reference Guide (RRG).  The newly adopted RRG states that door hoods, porches and porticos 

located on street-facing facades of both Early (pre-1931) and Later (post-1931) buildings must 

be approved by the BAR.  When these same features are located on non-street facing elevations 

they are subject to either staff administrative review or no BAR review at all, depending on their 

location.  

 

None of the mid-century townhouses on Suter, Princess and Earl Streets were constructed with 

awnings or porticos, although a significant number of the properties still retain the mass-

produced metal awnings popularized during the post-WWII period, which were installed to 

provide protection from the elements.  The new portico takes some details from the craftsman 

style, with its exposed rafters and triangular brackets, yet it does not obscure the simple mid-

century modern details of the townhouse.  In the opinion of staff, the new portico is a vast 

aesthetic improvement over the previous metal canopy and allows for greater visibility of the 

original cast concrete door surround. 
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          BAR CASE # 2012-0414 

January 23, 2013 

 

 

STAFF 

Stephanie Sample, Historic Preservation Planner 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Code Administration 

 

F-1 The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has 

 filed for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit 

 plans.   If there are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Plan Review 

 Services Division Chief at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4193.  

 

C-1 A Building permit is required for this project. Five sets of construction documents that 

 fully detail the construction work shall accompany the permit application(s).  If a design 

 professional prepares drawings for the project the plans must bear the seal of the design 

 professional in accordance with the Code of Virginia Section 54.1-410B. 

 

Transportation and Environmental Services (T&ES) 

 

R-1 No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

 easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

 easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 

C-1   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

 Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

 line. (T&ES) 

 

C-2 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

 (T&ES) 

 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supporting Materials  

2 – Application for BAR2012-0414 for 1610 Suter Street 

  

4



Attachment 1
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Attachment 2
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