
Docket #4 

BAR2026-00188 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 

June 17, 2026 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations (signage) 

APPLICANT: Van Pham, represented by Robert J. Sargenti, Architect 

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 

628 King Street  

ZONE:   KR/King Street urban retail zone. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed signage, with 

the condition that the lightboxes be used only during business hours and be turned off daily no 

later than 8:00 p.m. 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, Permit Center, 4850 Mark Center Drive, Suite 2015, 703-746-4200

for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of

the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of

issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month

period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for after-the-fact approval of two

lightboxes with timers at 628 King Street. In addition, the LED screen located closest to the

entrance will be replaced in kind. Staff notes that after-the-fact approval is required because the

existing lightboxes are located within 4 feet of the storefront window and therefore constitute

exterior signage subject to BAR review.

II. HISTORY

The original nineteenth century building here burned well after a 1921 photo was taken of the site.

This site and the adjacent property at 622 – 626 King, which also burned, were later combined and

rebuilt for retail uses as a Lerner’s store.1 On February 17, 1949, the Board of Architectural Review

“reluctantly” approved the demolition of the original nineteenth-century building, which had

served as the headquarters of the Restored Government of Virginia in 1861. The building was in

poor condition and was operating as a restaurant when the BAR approved the demolition. One

BAR member referred to the proposed design for the new store as “simple and dignified,” after

two previous submissions had been turned down.2 Lerner Shops was issued Permit #4543 on

6/30/1949 to build this Colonial Revival style building at the southeast corner of Washington and

King Streets. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and historic aerial photos indicate that the footprint

and composition of the building have not changed since its 1949 construction.

Photo 1: Original building in 1921. 

Previous BAR Approvals 

BAR2023-00525 – Administrative approval for signage (3/27/24) 

BAR2023-00485 – Administrative approval for signage (11/14/23) 

BAR2024-00064/00065 – Board approval of a new storefront openings and alterations (04/06/22) 

BAR2018-00018 – Administrative approval for new roof (1/16/18) 

BAR2004-00133 – Board approval of signs and exterior alterations (7/21/04)  

BAR92-204 – Board approval of signs, awnings 

BAR85-250 – Board approval of signs, lights, awnings 

1 Bertsch, Amy, “Revisiting Another Civil War Era Hospital,” Out of the Attic, Alexandria Times, April 27, 2017. 
2 “Alexandria Reluctantly Agrees To Razing of Civil War Building, The Evening Star, Washington, D.C., February 

18, 1949. 
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III. ANALYSIS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Staff has no objection to the proposed lightboxes. The Design Guidelines encourage signage that 

is compatible with and visually integrated into the building's architecture. The proposed signs are 

appropriately located within the building and are equipped with timers that allow them to be turned 

off when not in use. As a result, the proposal will significantly reduce light spill onto the 

streetscape during nighttime hours.  

 

 
Photo 2: Proposed interior lightboxes. 

 

Staff recommends approval with the condition that the lightboxes be used only during business 

hours and be turned off daily no later than 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

STAFF 

Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Julie Weisgerber, Historic Preservation Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

 

Zoning  

C-1 Proposed interior sign will comply with Zoning.  

 

Code Administration 

Sign permit is required. 
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Transportation and Environmental Services 

R1. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition, if a separate demolition permit is required. (T&ES) 

 

R2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged during 

construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

R3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing easements 

on the plan. (T&ES) 

 

F1. After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this time.  

Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be included in 

the review. (T&ES) 

 

C1. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, Chapter 

1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). (T&ES) 

 

C2. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, Chapter 

5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property line. (T&ES) 

 

C3. Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) (T&ES) 

 

Alexandria Archaeology  

No archaeology comments. 

 

 

V.        ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Application Materials  

• Completed application 

• Plans 

• Material specifications 

• Photographs 
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