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Docket Item # 4
BAR CASE # 2016-00362 

BAR Meeting 
November 16, 2016 

ISSUE:  Signage 

APPLICANT: Namaste 

LOCATION:  1504 King Street 

ZONE:  KR/King Street Retail 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness with the conditions that: 
1. The sign in the center of the awning be removed and replaced with graphics located on

the front of the awning valance; 
2. The two signs on the side of the awning be deleted; and,
3. The changeable content sign box be reduced in size by half, so that it is no larger than six

square feet.
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GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 

 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting after-the-fact approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for signs at 
1504 King Street.  The applicant, a new restaurant, was unaware that the building was located in 
the historic district and refaced the previous tenants’ signs with the new restaurant name.  The 
business has 65 linear feet of frontage on King Street.  
 

 
Figure 1: Google map image showing tenant space (prior signs shown) 

 
The following signs have been installed: 
 

• Changeable sign box (for the menu): 3’ by 4’ (12 square feet) 
• Oval wall sign with the restaurant name: 2’ by 4’ (8 square feet) 
• Centered rectangular awning sign with the restaurant name: 8’ by 3’ (24 square feet) 
• Two side awning signs identifying the restaurant’s cuisine: 1.5’ by 3’ (9 square feet) 

Total signage proposed: 53 square feet.  
 
II. HISTORY 

The Coca Cola building is a three-story brick commercial building constructed in multiple 
phases, with the first phase being the three northernmost bays on King Street constructed in 1932 
(permit #65).  By 1945, the main entrance with the Coca-Cola logo at the corner of King and 
South Peyton Streets had been constructed, as well as a one-story garage addition (permit 
#2857).  In 1983, the entire building was renovated and a third floor was added.  
 
There are no previous BAR approvals for the Coca Cola building, likely because this portion of 
the historic district was only added to the Old & Historic Alexandria District boundaries in 2006.  
The prior tenant, Bistro du Soleil, installed new signs sometime between 2012 and 2014, also 
without BAR approval.    
 
 



BAR CASE # 2016-0362 
  November 16, 2016 

 

5 
 

III. ANALYSIS 

Because BAR staff can administratively approve no more than two signs for a mid-block 
building, the Board must approve the five signs installed by the applicant.  While staff is 
sympathetic that the applicant was unaware of the buildings location with the historic district, the 
number and size of some of the signs are excessive and cannot be supported.   
 
It is not unusual for the Board to approve up to three signs for a restaurant tenant on King Street, 
with one of the signs being a changeable content sign box to list specials or the menu.  While 
staff has no objection to a changeable content sign, the existing box is unnecessarily large, much 
larger than what’s permitted in the Board’s administrative approval policy, which is four square 
feet.  Therefore, staff recommends that this sign box be reduced in size by half, so that it no 
greater than 6 square feet.   
 
With respect to the awning signage, bullnose awnings are specifically discouraged by the BAR’s 
Design Guidelines which state: “Rigid frame bullnose awnings are only appropriate for buildings 
dating from the late 20th century.” (Awnings – Page 5)  However, the existing awning has been 
on this structure for decades and it precedes inclusion of the building in the historic district, so 
staff supports its continued use for this application.   
 
Nevertheless, staff finds that the sign centered on the front of the awning is too tall and 
recommends its removal and replacement with a sign which fits within the valance portion of the 
awning.   The BAR generally discourages signs on the sloped surface of an awning, as this area 
tends to be used as a billboard, and has opposed signs on the sides of awnings in the past, 
preferring the open ends of historic operable awnings.  The lettering on the sides of the awning 
here seem excessive and cluttered, and stylistically do not relate to the other restaurant signs, so 
staff recommends that these two signs be removed.  With these recommendations, Staff 
recommends approval of the application.  
 
 
STAFF 
Stephanie Sample, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning Comments 
 
C-1 Proposed wall signs comply with zoning. 
 
Code Administration 
 
No comments received.  
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
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R1. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 
 
R2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
 
R3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 
F1. After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 

time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES) 

 
C1. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

 
C2. The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 

 
C3. All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 
 
C4. Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
 
C5. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 
 
C7. The owner shall obtain and maintain a policy of general liability insurance in the amount 

of $1,000,000 which will indemnify the owner (and all successors in interest); and the 
City as an Additional Insured, against claims, demands, suits and related costs, including 
attorneys’ fees, arising from any bodily injury or property damage which may occur as a 
result of the encroachment. (Sec. 5-29 (h)(1)) (T&ES) 
Please submit Insurance Certificate: 
City of Alexandria 
T&ES 
Attn:  Shanna Austin  
301 King Street, Room 4130 
                      Alexandria, VA 22314 

 
V.         ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR 2016-0362: 1504 King Street 
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