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ISSUE: Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations

APPLICANT: Carolyne and Michael Strain

LOCATION: Old and Historic Alexandria District
330 North Royal Street

ZONE: RM/Townhouse Zone
_____________________________________________________________________________

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2.
otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month
period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed
project may qualify for such credits.



Docket #4
BAR #2024-00047

Old and Historic Alexandria District
March 20, 2024

22



Docket #4
BAR #2024-00047

Old and Historic Alexandria District
March 20, 2024

I.

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to replace the existing 
genuine slate shingle roof with synthetic slate shingles.

Site context
The subject parcel is bound by North Royal Street to the east, Princess Street to the north, and a 
private courtyard to the west. The roof is visible from both North Royal Street and Princess Street 
(Figure 1).

Figure 1. Views of the subject property from North Royal Street (left) and Princess Street (right)

II. HISTORY

Building permit #8260, issued on January 20, 1966 to the builders Cook & McFarland, authorized 
the construction of fourteen three-story residential townhouses at 320-330 North Royal Street and 
412-426 Princess Street. The prolific architectural firm of Saunders and Pearson designed the
community, with each house measuring 18-20 feet wide by 38 feet deep. Tax records indicate that
construction was completed in 1969.

Previous BAR Approvals
BAR2008-0118 Window replacement
BAR2023-00439 & BAR2023-00440 Replacement of exterior lamps in common area
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III. ANALYSIS

The applicant proposes to replace the existing slate shingle roof with 8-inch-wide CertainTeed 
Highland Slate shingles. The existing roof is in very poor condition and is not uniform in 
appearance; many of the shingles are mismatched and may have been installed as patchwork 
repairs over time (Figure 2).

Figure 2. The condition of the existing roof.

Building permit #8260 approved the construction of fourteen three-story masonry townhouses in 

shingle or terne metal. The plans depict 330 N Royal as originally constructed with a cement
asbestos shingle roof. However, the condition of the existing slate roof suggests that it was used 
as the original roof material, rather than asbestos shingle. Staff believes that the most likely 
explanation for this discrepancy is that there was a design modification at the time of construction 
that is not reflected in the building permit on record.

Staff cannot administratively approve this application because the BAR Policies for Administrative
Approval
other visual qualities. The work should utilize the same materials and installation method to the 

Also, by past Board practice, genuine slate generally may not be 
replaced by synthetic slate.

Staff notes that the Board has approved several changes in roof materials within the Princess Royal 
community in recent years. At 420 Princess Street, the Board approved the replacement of a slate 
roof with a standing seam metal roof (BAR2019-00340). Most recently, at 422 Princess Street, the 
Board approved the replacement of the original terne roofing with architectural shingles
(BAR2023-00202). In the opinion of Staff, these changes have already set a precedent for cases 
such as this one that deviate from the original roofing materials.

44



Docket #4
BAR #2024-00047

Old and Historic Alexandria District
March 20, 2024

The Design Guidelines

to 1960s buildings. Due to the age of the building, the poor and mismatched condition of the 
existing slate shingles, and the numerous different roof types recently approved within the 

Staff therefore recommends approval of the project as submitted.

STAFF
Brendan Harris, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning
Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning

III. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion F- finding

Zoning
C-1 Proposed roof replacement will comply with zoning.

Code Administration
C-1 If replace over 256sf decking, a building permit is required.

Transportation and Environmental Services
R-1 The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for

demolition, if a separate demolition permit is required. (T&ES)

R-2 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged
during construction activity. (T&ES)

R-3 No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility
easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on the plan. (T&ES)

F-1 After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 
time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES)

C-1
Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99).
(T&ES)

C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11,
Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES)

C-3 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains be connected to the public storm sewer system, if
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available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 
must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent properties 
and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental Services.  (Sec.5-
6-224) (T&ES)

C-4 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES)

C-5 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2)
(T&ES)

C-6 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons,
etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES)

Alexandria Archaeology 
F-1 No archaeological oversight is required for this project.

V. ATTACHMENTS
1 Application Materials
2 Supplemental Materials
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