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April 29, 2016 

Chairwoman Mary Lyman 

Planning Commissioners 

Alexandria, Virginia 

 

Re:   Bastille Restaurant 

Docket Item #4; SUP 2016-0019; Encroachment #2016-0003 

 

Dear Chairwoman Lyman and Planning Commissioners: 

I am writing on behalf of the Braddock Metro Citizens’ Coalition (BMCC) in support of the request by Bastille 

Restaurant for an amendment to their existing SUP (2014-0003) for additional outdoor dining seats with an 

encroachment into the public right-of-way, a request for a parking reduction and a request to permit off-premises 

alcohol sales.  You will be considering this request at your meeting May 4, 2016.  The BMCC fully supports 

Bastille’s request. 

12 Outdoor Seats and Encroachment  

Bastille is proposing to add 12 outdoor seats to the corner of its restaurant on N. Fayette and Pendleton Streets, 

just across the street from the Braddock Interim Park.  As stated in the Braddock Metro Neighborhood Small Area 

Plan, N. Fayette is designated as a walking street.  This street was one of the main streets chosen because of its 

potential for activating the neighborhood by increasing number people walking between King St, the Queen St 

business district, the Braddock neighborhood retail, and up to the new retail being planned at the Jaguar 

development.  Additional street-side outdoor seating on N. Fayette will help accomplish this goal, as well as 

provide additional eyes on the street and the park.  We are very excited to gain additional outdoor seating on N. 

Fayette Street across from the Braddock Interim Park. 

Parking reduction 

Bastille is our neighborhood restaurant positioned on N. Fayette, a designated walking street.  Many of the 

customers are nearby neighbors and currently walk to the restaurant rather than drive, just as envisioned by the 

Small Area Plan and Bastille’s business model.  If you stop by in the evenings, you will see that there is always 

parking available in this part of the neighborhood.  There is no need for additional parking for these seasonal 12 

seats, which will only be utilized part of the year.  

Off Premise Alcohol Sales 

We completely support Bastille’s request to be able to sell wine and beer for off-premise consumption.  Recall 

that in March 2014, the Planning Commission approved the off-premise license for The Lost Dog restaurant, 

which is a little more than a block away.  At that time, the Planning Commission was supportive of this request 

and removed the restrictive language from the conditions.  In addition, you asked Planning and Zoning Staff to 

re-examine the outdated alcohol sales standards and to recommend new language that reflected current  
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restaurant requests for off-premise alcohol sales.  We consulted with Staff last summer on this issue, vocalizing 

our support for restaurants to be able to sell alcohol for off-premise consumption. This aspect of Lost Dog’s 

business is doing very well and has caused no problems in our neighborhood.  Bastille should be treated no 

differently and should be granted full approval for off-premise alcohol sales as well.  This will provide a boost in 

revenue for the restaurant as well as a great service for the neighbors.  They have a very good wine list.  

The most important reason to grant the additional outdoor seating and off-premise alcohol sales is that it makes 

good business sense.  We need to do what we can to support the small neighborhood-oriented businesses in our 

City.  This has become a focus for our Mayor and City Council as a number of small local businesses have closed 

in recent months.  The Bastille owners took a chance on our neighborhood and we need to help them make their 

business successful.  The increased street side seating and the off premise alcohol sales will provide a boost to 

their business and increase awareness of their restaurant.  

Those of us living in this part of the City are working to sustain the businesses that have taken a chance on the 

Braddock neighborhood.  The BMCC urges you to support our growing retail by approving Bastille’s request for 

additional outdoor seating, a parking reduction, as well as the ability for off-premise alcohol sales.   Feel free to 

contact us if you have any questions. 

 

With warm regard,  

 
Judy Guse-Noritake, President 

 

Braddock Metro Citizens’ Coalition 

  

Cc:   BMCC Membership 

  Karl Moritz, Director, Planning & Zoning 




