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ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for signage  
 
APPLICANT:  The Sign Company, Inc represented by Phillip Adams 
 
LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 
   277 South Washington Street  
 
ZONE:   CD/Commercial downtown zone   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for signage with the following 
conditions: 

1. Work with staff to reduce the size of the wall sign to an architecturally appropriate size; 
2. Use small targeted external illumination, such as mini spotlights or halo illumination. If 

halo lights are installed, the illumination shall be no greater than 150 lumens and the color 
of the light should be warmer rather than whiter/cooler and no greater than 3000K; and,  

3. Remove the frosted background from the plans before submitting for a building permit. 
 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless 
otherwise specifically approved. 
 

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant 
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review 
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Permit Center, 4850 Mark Center Drive, Suite 2015, 703-746-4200 
for further information. 
 

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants 
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a 
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of 
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of 
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month 
period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL    

The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to install one illuminated wall sign (32.39 
ft2.)  and one non-illuminated blade sign (3ft2.), at 277 S. Washington Street. The applicant has 
also requested to install vinyl decals to the glass windows and doors located on the southeast corner 
of the building. The decal signage totals are 23.26ft2 (Window A), 25.35ft2 (Window B), and 
22.27ft2 (Window C).  
 
Site context 
The property is at the northwest corner of the intersection of South Washington and Duke streets.  
It is therefore in a highly visible location on the George Washington Memorial Parkway. As such 
it is subject to the Washington Street Standards.   
 
 
II. HISTORY 

The Planning Commission approved the construction of this five-story building on July 1, 1975  
(SIT75-00018). Built in 1978, it replaced the old Alexandria Hospital, which stood at this location  
from 1917 – 1974 (Office of Historic Alexandria Out of the Attic, 3/12/2009).  
 
Previous BAR Approvals 
The BAR approved several sign permits from 1997 to the present. Other approvals include new  
windows in 1998, a copper awning in 2011, a fence enclosure for the trash area in 2011, converting 
a window to a door in 2016, and new door in 2017. On June 17, 2020, the Board approved the 
construction of a penthouse on the roof of the subject property.  
 
 
III. ANALYSIS   
 
The Design Guidelines state that “signs should blend with and not detract from the historic 
architecture of the districts. When signs distract, shout out to the pedestrian, are not sensitively 
placed on the architecture or obscure it, a negative image of the historic commercial streetscape is 
created…Signs should augment, not compete with the surrounding architecture.” 
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Photo 1: Proposed Wall Sign. 
 
 

 
Photo 2: Proposed Blade Sign. 

 
Staff has no objection to the proposed blade sign. The non-illuminated sign complies with the 
BAR’s Administrative Sign Policy. The proposed wall sign is appropriately located on the 
building; however, staff believes the wall sign is too large in relation to the jack arch window 
surrounding it. The applicant should work with staff to reduce the size of the wall sign to an 
architecturally appropriate size.  
 
Additionally, internal illuminated signs don’t comply with the BAR’s Guidelines and Policies. 
Staff recommends that the applicant use small targeted external illumination, such as mini 
spotlights or halo illumination. If halo lights are installed, the illumination shall be no greater than 
150 lumens and the color of the light should be warmer rather than whiter/cooler and no greater 
than 3000K. In recent years, the Board has approved halo illuminated wall signage on Late 
buildings within the district, including two on Washington Street at the Thornton Apartments 
(BAR2017-00418) and the Bridgeyard Apartments (BAR2023-00034). Staff notes that both of 
these approved internally illuminated wall signs face the George Washington Memorial Parkway. 
 
Lastly, while staff has no objection to the installation of window decals, however, the frosted 
window vinyl around the animal-shaped decals don’t comply with the BAR’s Window Policy. The 
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policy requires that glazing be clear, non-reflective and without tint. The applicant must remove 
the frosted background from the plans before submitting for a building permit.  
 
With the conditions above, staff recommends approval of the project.  
 
STAFF 
Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use Services Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  
Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
C-1 Proposed wall signs, window graphics and projecting sign will comply with Zoning.  
 
Code Administration 
C-1 A sign permit is required. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
C-1 Comply with all requirements of SIT75-018. (T&ES) 
 
Alexandria Archaeology  
No archaeology comments. 
 
National Park Service 
No comments received.  
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 

• Application Materials  
• Completed application 
• Plans 
• Material specifications 
• Photographs 
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