
 

 

        Docket Item #8 

BAR CASE # 2016-0427 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        January 18, 2016 

 

 

ISSUE:    Certificate of Appropriateness for Signage  

 

APPLICANT:   National Society of Professional Engineers  
 

LOCATION:  1420 King Street, #510 

 

ZONE:   KR/ King Street Urban Retail    

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for signage with the following 

conditions: 

1. The individual letter, pin-mounted wall sign must be installed on a wood frieze board or 

sign band but not directly to the masonry façade. 

2. All holes from existing and previous signage must be filled with a brick-colored masonry 

restoration material.  A mock-up must be approved by staff in the field.  

 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 

Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 

to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 

 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 

unless otherwise specifically approved. 

 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 

applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 

Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for 

further information. 

 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 

Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 

date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 

12-month period. 

 



6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 

project may qualify for such credits. 
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http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting replacement of the existing wall sign with a new satin brass logo sign 

and an individual letter, pin-mounted sign.  The overall size of the proposed signage is 11.5” x 

84”.  

 

II. HISTORY 

The building at 1420 King Street (southeast corner of King and Peyton Streets) was built in 

1983-84 and was designed by the architectural firm of VVKR.  The boundaries of the historic 

district were not extended to this area of King Street until 1984.  The building is a six-story 

contemporary brick-clad office building with frontage on King Street and South Peyton Street.  

 

Previous Approvals: 

On October 7, 1992, the BAR approved a Certificate of Appropriateness for signage, consisting 

of individual brass pin letters with a corporate logo mounted to the brick face of the structure 

near the entrance (BAR Case #92-188).  

 

On July 2, 1994, the BAR approved replacement signage of similar size and design was 

previously approved (BAR Case #94-100). Additional brass pin-lettered signage for the 

“National Society of Professional Engineers” is also located on the building facade.    
 

On July 6, 2005, the BAR approved a Certificate of Appropriateness for rooftop communications 

shelter and antennas with the condition that they be painted to match the brick color of the 

building (BAR2005-0147). 

 
  

III. ANALYSIS 

The applicant is proposing to replace the existing signage with a wall sign, a portion of which is 

an individual letter, pin-mounted sign.  The signage is made of solid brass and the logo “NSPE” 

is made of aluminum and painted satin black.  

 

Staff recommends approval of the brass lettering and sign design.  However, the BAR’s sign 

guidelines have discouraged individual pin-mounted letters on masonry walls for many years 

because signs change and the multitude of holes drilled in the brick to mount the individual 

letters are virtually impossible to patch in the future.   An example of these holes is shown in the 

application materials at the bottom of the photo below the proposed sign.   

 

The BAR’s recommendation in the past is to mount the letters on a backing board which can be 

mounted through the mortar joints of the wall and limits the damage to the brick.  Staff, 

therefore, recommends approval of the application with the condition that the individual letter, 

pin-mounted wall sign be installed on a wood frieze board or sign band but not directly to the 

masonry façade.  The applicant must also fill all holes from existing and previous signage with a 

brick-colored masonry restoration material, not the silicone proposed by the applicant, with a 

mock-up approved by staff in the field.  
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STAFF 

Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Sr. Planning Technician, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 

 

Zoning Comments 

 

C-1 Proposed wall sign complies with zoning. 

Code Administration 

 

No Comments Received. 

 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

 

C-1 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2 A sign may be erected or displayed flat against a building wall or at an angle thereto, so 

long as the sign does not project more than four feet from the building wall or within one 

foot of an established curb line and the bottom of the sign is at least eight feet above a 

sidewalk or parking area and at least 14.5 feet above any alley. (Sec. 5-2-29(c)) (T&ES) 

 

C-3 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-4 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 

R-1 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

Alexandria Archaeology  

 

No Comments Received. 

 

V.        ATTACHMENTS 

 

1 – Supplemental Materials  

2 – Application for BAR2016-00427 : 1420 King Street, #510 
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Application & Materials
BAR2016-00427
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12/5/2016
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