
 
 

        Docket Item #19  
BAR CASE # 2017-00230 
 

         
        BAR Meeting 
        July 19, 2017 
 
 
ISSUE:   Alterations (Power Pedestals)  
 
APPLICANT:  City of Alexandria (Department of Project Implementation) 
 
LOCATION:  107 North Union Street, 2 Queen Street (Piers A/B, E/F, and G/H) 
 
ZONE:   WPR / Waterfront Park and Recreation   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application for marine power pedestals, as submitted, and also 
recommends that the BAR advise that this element be included the next time the Waterfront 
Common Elements are amended, finding them appropriate for use on piers throughout the 
Waterfront Plan area. 
 
GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
 

1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: 
Applicants must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR 
to applying for a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 
 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review 
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s 
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
 

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies 
unless otherwise specifically approved. 
 

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for 
further information. 
 

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of 
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed 
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. ISSUE 

The City of Alexandria is requesting approval of marine power pedestals to provide upgraded 
utility service at three piers in the city marina in accordance with the Waterfront Dock and 
Marina Maintenance and Repair Assessment.  The power pedestals will replace existing 
substandard utility services on the piers.  As part of the replacement some existing piles and faux 
piles will be removed.    The new power pedestal will measure 43” in height by 9” in width and 
12” in depth.  The material will be a polycarbonate suitable for marine use and will include a 360 
degree downward light. 
 
Pier A/B: 

• 24 faux piles to be removed 
• 16 power pedestals with lights to be installed 

Pier E/F 
• 8 piles to be cut flush to install 9 power pedestals 
• 17 piles to remain in situ with utility service removed 

Pier G/H 
• 14 piles to be cut flush to install 17 power pedestals 
• 19 piles to remain in situ with utility service removed 

 
II. HISTORY 

In 2013, the City prepared a Waterfront Dock & Marina Maintenance & Repair Assessment to 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the conditions at the Marina and also identify improvements 
for health, safety and enhanced operations.  The replacement of substandard electrical utilities 
with modern marina utility pedestals. 
 
In 2016, the City adopted Waterfront Common Elements for a palette of materials and elements 
to be used on both redevelopment sites and public parks and spaces.  The BAR approved the 
Waterfront Common Elements palette on September 7, 2016. 
 
III. ANALYSIS 

The BAR reviews all permanent elements installed in the public right-of-way including street 
furnishings, street lights, bus shelters and the like.  The power pedestal is a similar request and 
will be used in multiple locations in the City Marina, specifically at Piers A/B, E/F, and G/H.  
When reviewing a request such as this, the BAR must consider both the appropriateness and 
compatibility of the proposed modern functional items in a 20th century marina with the overall 
historic setting of the district and the backdrop of the iconic Torpedo Factory building.  The 
existing utility service at the piers represents a hodgepodge approach.  On some piers, there are 
faux piles with a cut-out to allow for a small light and outlets while other piers have actual piles 
but poor lighting and utility access.  The proposed design is simple with clean lines while also 
providing the necessary utility and lighting upgrades and will be consistent over the three piers, 
unlike the current configuration.  The proposed material is a high-quality and durable composite 
material appropriate for the marine environment. 
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Staff was concerned with the initial proposal which called for the removal of all the wood pile 
extensions above the piers, finding that such a change was unnecessary and removed some of the 
marine character.  Recognizing that all of the piles cannot be kept because of functional conflicts 
the addition of the power pedestals, the applicant has proposed retaining the majority of the piles 
on Piers E/F (17 to remain) and G/H (19 to remain) where they are actual piles to the river 
bottom.  One Pier A/B, staff does not object to the removal of all of the faux piles which are 
merely decorative and bolted to the pier.  
 
While researching this application, staff discovered that the same or very similar power pedestals 
had been installed on the piers at both the Old Dominion Boat Club and the townhouses at 
Harborside at some time in the past.  No BAR approvals could be located for the installation of 
these features.  Inclusion of the proposed pedestals in the Waterfront Common Elements the next 
time they are amended would cure these violations.   
 
In summary, staff recommends approval of the request for marine power pedestals and also 
recommends that the BAR advise that this element be included in the Waterfront Common 
Elements, finding them appropriate for use throughout the Waterfront Plan area. 
 
STAFF 
Catherine K. Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
No comments received 
 
Code Administration 
F-1 An electrical permit, plan review and inspections are required for alterations listed in 

BAR application. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
No comments received 
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR 2017-00230: 107 North Union and 2 Queen streets 
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Certificate of Appropriateness Requests

2

1. Approval of marine power pedestal, as submitted.

Project Basis
1. City of Alexandria - Waterfront Dock & Marina Maintenance & 

Repair Assessment:
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3
Marina Utilities - Project Limit of Work

Pier 
A/B

Pier 
G/HPier E/F

7



4

Manufacturer: Hypower PowerPort

Type: Specifications, as submitted

Material: Polycarbonate injection molded body

Color: White body with white cap

MARINE POWER PEDESTAL
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5Pier A/B

• 24 walkway “faux” piles to be removed and replaced 
with 16 proposed Marine Power Pedestals w/ lights.
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6Pier E/F

• 17 walkway piles to remain; 
10 of which will have the 
removal of substandard light 
and electric service.

• 8 walkway piles to be cut flush & replaced with 
9 proposed Marine Power Pedestals w/ lights.
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7Pier G/H

• 19 walkway piles to remain; 
11 of which will have the 
removal of substandard light 
and electric service.

• 14 walkway piles to be cut flush & replaced with 
17 proposed Marine Power Pedestals w/ lights.
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Existing Condition
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Pier 
A/B

Pier 
G/H

Pier E/F
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Proposed Condition - Overall
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KEY: 42 Proposed Marine Power Pedestals w/ lights 

Pier 
A/B

Pier 
G/H

Pier E/F
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1. Approval of marine power pedestal, as submitted.
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

L3000B 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
700 George Washington Memorial Parkway 

McLean, Virginia 22101 

JUL 1 � 2017 

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review 
City of Alexandria, Town Hall 
300 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-3212 

Reference: 
BAR Case: 2017-00217 (600 N. Washington Street) 
BAR Case: 2017-00229 (Interim Fitzgerald Park, 1 and 2 King Street) 
BAR Case: 2017-00230 (City Marina, 107 S Union, and 2 Queen Street) 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

The following are George Washington Memorial Parkway's (Parkway) comments on the above 
referenced proposals: 

BAR #2017-00217 (600 N. Washington Street)

• Appreciate the consolidation of the ATM with the drive-thru and therefore the removal of the

ATM from the Pendleton Street fa�ade. Continuing the brick fa�ade with similar brick style,

pattern, and mortar will declutter the fa�ade.
• However, it is unclear from the elevation drawings, whether the partial roof structure over the

ATM will be removed as well (the note calls out for the removal of the ATM and surround).

Consider the removal of the partial roof structure, above the ATM - replace with similar brick

style, pattern, and mortar.

BAR #2017-00229 (Interim Fitzgerald Square Park) 
• NPS' purview includes the street ends of King Street and Wales Alley. The proposed

terminations align with the 1981 deed agreement between the City of Alexandria and the US

Government - for the street ends to be reserved for pedestrian and non-motorized traffic.

• The proposed development is a welcomed• improvement to the waterfront.
• One of the restrictions listed in the agreement was the provision of a pedestrian walkway and bike

path running in the north-south direction, set at a minimum width of 25'. Although the Waterfront

Plaza*, adjacent to Interim Fitzgerald Square Park, do not currently have a 25' width walk/bike­

way, and it is assumed that the new promenade draws from the width of the existing pathways of

Waterfront Plaza at 12' width, consider enlarging the walkways to a 25' width. These two parks

will work in concert with each other.
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