
 

City of Alexandria, Virginia 
____________ 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:  JANUARY 28, 2022 

  

TO:  CHAIR NATHAN MACEK AND MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION 

 

FROM:  KARL W. MORITZ, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING  

 

SUBJECT:  DOCKET ITEM #7 – SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2021-00119 – 711 PRINCESS 

STREET 

 

 

This memorandum provides replacement language for the commission’s consideration for the 

“SUP Noise Compliance Testing – Condition #29” and “Revised Noise Ordinance”  

sections on pages 5 and 6 of SUP #2021-00119.  Staff will replace the existing narrative and 

Tables 1 and 2 with the following information in the City Council staff report: 

 

 

B. SUP Noise Compliance Testing – Condition #29 

 

The applicant worked diligently with the City’s Transportation & Environmental Services staff 

to comply with Condition #29, to collect noise measurements for three representative concerts, 

and with Condition #30, to submit a noise mitigation plan if noise measurements were found to 

exceed the permissible noise levels of 60 dB(A) as measured at the property lines. Classical 

Movements conducted noise compliance testing during three concert events that took place on 

April 25, May 27 and July 23, 2021. City staff was present at all three concerts to conduct noise 

measurements independently of those obtained by the applicant’s consultant. The applicant 

submitted to the initial noise compliance testing report on August 20, 2021 and an amended 

report on October 18, 2021. 

 

City noise measurements were conducted based on the measurement procedures written in the 

noise code section 11-5-5(2). The applicant’s consultant conducted noise reading for the last two 

events of May 27 and July 23 since for the first event of April 25, the consultant’s noise meter 

was not equipped with a noise calibrator and could not provide comparable results to the ones 

used by City staff. Decibel readings from both sets of measurements recorded a general range of 

46 – 69 dB(A) and the majority complied with the 60 dB(A) standard. 

  



 

1. Revised Noise Ordinance  

 

The City Council adopted a revised noise ordinance on December 18, 2021. Accordingly, the 

maximum permissible noise limits (MPNL) at the property lines are determined by the property 

use category of the noise source. The daytime (7 a.m. to 11 p.m.) MPNL for commercial uses 

increased from 60 dB(A) to 65 dB(A). Moving forward, the applicant’s operations must now 

adhere to the maximum noise limit of 65 dB(A) at its property lines. Because of the business’s 

proximity to residents and an increase in number of outdoor concert and dining patrons, if 

approved in this SUP request, the potential still exists to exceed the noise standard and 

submission of a mitigation plan is deemed important, as required in Condition #30.  

 

Staff continues to recommend approval of the one-year SUP review and for amendments to SUP 

#2021-00119.  
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[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

Jim Dulicai <jim.dulicai@cox.net>
Tue 1/25/2022 4:32 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam@classicalmovements.com <Adam@classicalmovements.com>

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from jim.dulicai@cox.net. Learn why this
is important at http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]


I’m writing in support of SUP Application #2021-00119 not only because of the fine concerts presented
at the Rectory, but also because of the economic benefits to the city of Alexandria. I’m not an Alexandria
resident but come regularly from Fairfax Station to enjoy these concerts, and I dine in one or another
Alexandria restaurant either before or after each concert, nearly always with a friend or two. Sometimes
we shop, too. Without these concerts, there’d be no reason to drive 40 minutes each way just to
patronize Alexandria establishments.


I understand there are concerns about “noise,” but all I’ve heard within the garden is beautiful music at a
moderate volume. I don’t know any complainant(s), but I’d question why anyone could object in any way
to these tasteful concerts at the Rectory. They are a great asset for the cultural life of a great city. Indeed,
you would be doing the city and the region a great service by expanding the limits of audience size and
performance hours.


I am not related to or affiliated in any way with the Rectory or the sponsors of these Secret Garden
concerts, except as an appreciative audience member.


Thank you for considering my views.


Respectfully submitted,

James F. Dulicai


7700 Willowbrook Road

Fairfax Station, VA 22039-2128


703.250.3414

________________________________

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.


http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]


[EXTERNAL]Support for Special Use Permit #2021-00119: Keep the music playing at the
Rectory on Princess Street: Support Classical Movements' SUP application

TARA <thardiman@prodigy.net>
Tue 1/25/2022 7:11 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Patrick Silva <Patrick.Silva@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton
<Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam Jackson <adam@classicalmovements.com>; Neeta Helms <neeta@classicalmovements.com>; Johan Van Zyl
<johan@classicalmovements.com>

You don't often get email from thardiman@prodigy.net. Learn why this is important

Dear Ms. Sitton, Mr. Silva, and Planning Commission Members, 


I am writing again this year to express my support for Classical Movements’ Special Use Permit (SUP)
Application #2021-00119.  Given their incredible track record, I am very disappointed that the innovative,
dedicated, and hard working organizers -- who have contributed so much to the Alexandria community
and to the performing art world --  are having to spend their time on the SUP again this year.  


I fully support all the changes the are proposing this year to the SUP regarding timing, amplification, and
additional audience space.  No other organizations are restricted in such a manner, and the benefits to
the community and the art world are enormous.  In fact, I was taken aback by comparisons I am hearing
may be circulating of this fine classical music to "noise."  The brief applause following a sublime
performance is an expression of pure joy and appreciation -- as contrasted with the noise of lawn work,
construction work, or speeding vehicle traffic.  I urge you to debunk and dismiss such falsehoods that
are perpetuated by one unfortunate soul and vote to further beautify and improve what our city offers.  


Like you, I have served on a number of Alexandria Boards and Commissions during my 30+ years living
in the city (Women's Commission (Chair), Arts Commission, Budget and Fiscal Affairs sifiAdvisory
Commission, Human Rights Commission).  Charged with making recommendations for important
decisions that affect the quality of life in Alexandria, I always welcomed input from the community we
serve. 


As a frequent attendee of Classical Movements’ concerts in Alexandria, I strongly support this SUP to
present more concerts again this year.  Classical Movements’ concerts and events have proven a vital
opportunity for our community to experience the healing and illuminating power of live music in a safe
outdoor -- and indoor when appropriate -- environment. I appreciate this model of short, outdoor
concerts that has made it possible to enjoy live music once again.  I have been very grateful for the
opportunity to support not only local musicians, but also other local businesses while I see so many
forced to close in Old Town.

At a time when arts organizations and other businesses in Alexandria and around the country continue
to suffer due to the pandemic, I enthusiastically support Classical Movements’ efforts to present live
music.  Each time my husband and I attended a concert this year -- including providing sponsorship  --
we took the opportunity to support the local restaurants and businesses that were also inventing new
practices and models to survive the pandemic.  In addition, the concerts also attracted patrons from
outside Alexandria, including some friends of ours to whom we spread the word about this unique,
enriching opportunity -- not only attending the concerts, but strolling the downtown area to support
struggling businesses.  This series has undoubtedly contributed to immensely to, not only the arts, but to
greater economic prosperity in Alexandria.    

I am very grateful for the opportunities Classical Movements has offered to experience world-class
music in an intimate and safe setting. I strongly urge the Planning Commission to approve their
application for the benefit of the artists, the cultural enrichment of the patrons, the economic prosperity of
the City, and Alexandria's notoriety as an ideal place to work live, and visit. 


Sincerely, 


http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Tara Hardiman
207 Laverne Avenue
Alexandria, VA  22305
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[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

Gloria Black <gloria.black@gmail.com>
Wed 1/26/2022 12:18 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam@classicalmovements.com <Adam@classicalmovements.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from gloria.black@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

   Dear Committee: I am writing in strong support for Classical Movements' SUP application #2021-
00119.
   I first discovered these marvelous outdoor concerts in the midst of the pandemic,   I learned of their
existence from someone who had attended their concerts.   I attended their next concert, and have
been attending ever since then, very much looking forward to the experience.
   If you have not attended these concerts yourselves, I encourage you to do so to learn what a
blossoming gift the program they offer is for our community.  There is a vast range in the offerings for
attendees to choose from, the cost is more than reasonable, the hosts do an outstanding job keeping
the events sufficiently low key so as not to be a disturbance to those in the neighborhood, the hosts
have also been remarkably sensitive to requirements of our peculiar times - not shrinking from making
decisions to postpone programs when the virus or weather became too much of a factor.  They are
passionate about music, yet they place the physical safety of all attendees above all.  They follow and
respect all mandates and recommendations concerning virus safety. 
   I've attended a range of their concerts: the quality is exceptional.  An additional plus to supporting
this program is the fact that we all serve our environment quite well when we don't need to do
anything more than walk, cycle or use public transportation for our entertainment and cultural
experiences.  I know that people come from outside of Alexandria too to attend these events.
   In sum, Classical Movements is a rising star and in my view a must-experience event for our
community.  I hope it will have a long, long life span right here, in our own backyard.   They deserve
for our town to do everything possible to ensure their success, because it is our success as well.  Thank
you for your time.  Respectfully, Gloria Black
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[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

Patti White <patti@4whites.com>
Wed 1/26/2022 11:15 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam Jackson <Adam@classicalmovements.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from patti@4whites.com. Learn why this is
important

Dear Planning Commission and Members of the City Council
 
I am writing to express my wholehearted support for the concerts and festivals that Classical Movements has
brought to Old Town Alexandria.  We have attended MANY of the concerts, even if not quite all 95.  And have
invited friends from around the DC area to join us.  All of them are in awe that we have live, outdoor music within
walking distance in a beautiful garden.  The value of the concerts during the pandemic was priceless for the
audience as well as the musicians.  We love the performing arts and for the past two years when so much else has
been closed, this has been the only game in town. Life would have been much grimmer without the glorious
music in the Secret Garden.
 
It is absolutely shocking to me that the City would do anything to discourage these concerts or make them more
challenging to produce.  For a City that supports the arts and encourages tourism, what could be better than live
music that receives widespread press coverage and brings diverse audiences from all over the DMV to Old Town
which in turn supports the restaurants and shops here? 
 
It would certainly enhance the value of the concerts to attendees and musicians if the cut off time were later.  I
wholeheartedly endorse the suggestion that the hours of operation for the concerts be extended to 10 pm or
even later as is the case for Lee-Fendal House and Lloyd House which are in close proximity to the Old Rectory.  It
can be challenging to get to a concert that starts at 5 or 5:30 and particularly during the summer when it is so hot,
it would be much better to start later when it is cooler.   
 
While social distancing was top of mind, it may have made sense to restrict the seating capacity.  But now that
other venues have little or no restrictions on capacity, it is beyond me why there is such a strict limit on seating. 
In a venue with a spacious outdoor area, why shouldn’t Classical Movements be able to give larger audiences the
opportunity to enjoy the concerts?  I understand that Classical Movements is strongly committed to offering free
and discounted tickets to seniors, underprivileged children, veterans, etc.  But if they are only permitted to sell 50
tickets, that becomes financially impossible.  If they could sell 150 or even more, it would enable so many more
people to benefit from the wonderful and diverse programming.  It is especially odd that the concerts are so
strictly limited when Lee Fendal House is permitted up to 125 and Lloyd House up to 100.  Where is the fairness in
that? 
 
I am puzzled by the restrictions on amplification—again when other venues are not subject to such restrictions. 
As long as they stay within in the decibel limits, why should it matter if something is amplified?  There are some
very soft instruments, eg a lute, that are very difficult to hear without amplification. 
 
As a resident of Old Town, I can’t overstate how much we have enjoyed the Classical Movement concerts we have
attended in the Secret Garden and what a benefit they have been to the entire Alexandria community.  Please,
please, please lift the onerous restrictions that keep more people from benefitting from these concerts. 
 
Yours sincerely,
Patti White
415 Wolfe St
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[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements Special Use Permit

Scott Corzine <scorzine54@gmail.com>
Thu 1/27/2022 11:30 AM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam Jackson <Adam@classicalmovements.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from scorzine54@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

To the City Clerk and the Planning & Zoning staff:

I'm writing in strong support of the SUP (2021-00119) application by Classical Movements. As a fairly
new Old Town Alexandria resident, transplanted here from New York City, I was thrilled to discover
that Classical Movements brings world class music programs to Alexandria, even more so during the
COVID pandemic when few other venues/program were providing a platform for musicians to perform
and for extremely appreciative audiences to enjoy.

I've attended and enjoyed a number of Classical Movements programs over the last 18 months and
plan to in the future. It is a fabulous entertainment option! I've become aware of the challenges the
program has faced from an apparently selfish and unreasonable resident who lives near the venue and
goes out of his way to throw tantrums and make noise to disrupt the programs. One
dissatisfied gentleman should not be allowed to hamstring these concerts.

Please vote to keep this fabulous program open and available to Alexandria residents, especially since
Classical Movements has amended its SUP to assure the City that the program will be viable, follow
the rules and improve the performance experience for all stakeholders - performers, attendees,
neighbors and the management of Classical Movements. Expanding the permit to performances
between 10 AM and 10 PM will provide program flexibility and scheduling options that benefit
everyone. Expanding the seating capacity to well beyond the current 50-seat limit to up to 175, which
is comparable to the seating limits that similar Alexandria venues enjoy, will help Classical Movements'
financial capacity to stage this important entertainment and enable many more residents to enjoy it.
Removing the amplification restriction will bring Classical Movements into alignment with other
decibel limits; reasonable light amplification will increase the entertainment experience for us all and
support Management's responsibility to make safety and evacuation announcements.

Please do not permit a single unreasonable neighbor to put a dagger in the heart of what has become
a City of Alexandria treasure!

Sincerely,

Scott Corzine
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[EXTERNAL]Classical Movements' SUP 2021-00119 for Live Concerts in Alexandria

Sara Casar <Sara@classicalmovements.com>
Thu 1/27/2022 11:41 AM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Neeta Helms <Neeta@classicalmovements.com>

2 attachments (16 MB)
Top Reasons to visit Alexandria Concert Press.pdf; Concerts and Weddings at The Rectory.pdf;

Dear Members of the Alexandria Planning Commission,
While we have already reached out and spoke with some of you directly, we are using this general email
to reach those we do not already have emails for.
Our one year SUP 2021-00119 review is on the docket for the Planning Commission Hearing on
February 1. As most of you know, since June 2020, Classical Movements has been presenting innovative
live concerts of classical music in the garden of our historic building in Old Town Alexandria, the first
and largest series of its kind in the United States since the beginning of the pandemic.
Due to Covid-19, our company – based in Alexandria since 1997 – has seen a complete loss of income as
a concert tour company for orchestras and choirs operating at the intersection of travel and music, two of
the industries hit hardest by the pandemic. Due to Omicron, our normal level of touring is delayed yet
again until 2023 and the few tours we do have are on shaky ground in 2022. Our garden concerts have
been one of our few and very limited sources of income and a valuable asset to the community.
We have received overwhelming support. The attached document the Top Reasons to Visit Alexandria
and Concert Press highlights our concerts and events. We have also included some photos of the concerts
and weddings at our property which we call The Rectory at Princess Street. We are proud of the top
recommendations and awards we have received in such a short time. In addition, our application packet
includes letters of support for our SUP and you will be hearing more from our neighbors, audience
members, artists and businesses we have supported throughout our concert series in the coming days.
We would appreciate being able to arrange a call to discuss our application including the Staff Report
and the Condition changes we are requesting. We would also like to discuss the Noise Readings as the
Staff Report includes readings specifically taken to demonstrate the loud music the neighbor plays to
disrupt our concerts. We want to make ourselves available to answer any questions or concerns you
might have. We would also be delighted to give any of you a tour of our property. We will be very grateful
if we can arrange to speak before the hearing. Please let us know what days and times that would be most
convenient for you.
We are great supporters of the city and we appreciate your time and look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,
 
Neeta Helms and Sara Casar
 

Sara Casar

Vice President and Business Director

1-703-683-6040

 

Classical Movements

Moving the Music, Changing the World

145 Countries | Orchestras | Choirs | Festivals | Education | Cultural Diplomacy

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicalmovements.com%2Fdestinations.php&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C250e504a35e04c8a279608d9e1b3cc3d%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637788985060016651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=a13hJguPhS%2FFLKHtLlVP6Rj7jF1tAKQRsj9w%2B8AOSbw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicalmovements.com%2Forch.php&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C250e504a35e04c8a279608d9e1b3cc3d%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637788985060016651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WBhfr1J90g2I8r3cw2bnC410avEUBBAJ16vMMigO5AM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicalmovements.com%2Fcho.php&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C250e504a35e04c8a279608d9e1b3cc3d%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637788985060016651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yFIlkXteF346lWVapXuARuCy%2BgnuPRXXkM424xnHLio%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicalmovements.com%2Ffestivals%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C250e504a35e04c8a279608d9e1b3cc3d%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637788985060016651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ITgw2uH%2BhpULIxztGYTElgDBZmluoFFz98cWhPHFGjc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicalmovements.com%2Feducation%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C250e504a35e04c8a279608d9e1b3cc3d%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637788985060016651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ktmt%2FtUNrZvDhXV3X4iWEa8lxxgM7xD%2ByZJMOXX85gc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.classicalmovements.com%2Foutreach.php&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C250e504a35e04c8a279608d9e1b3cc3d%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637788985060016651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zCnAZYCfz63KpT7wazrWTWe0zLAE2w5RxPdQ8b1%2FO0E%3D&reserved=0
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Classical Movements is proud that in a very short time we have appeared on many 
recommendation lists for places to visit, top wedding venues, and not to miss 

concerts  and continuing to list the Rectory as one of the top reasons to visit Old 
Town Alexandria.   

Alexandria: 

1. Your Guide to Planning a Wedding in Alexandria 

Rebecca Doser, Visit Alexandria | December 22, 2021 

2. Top Things to Do This Spring in Alexandria 

Caroline Secrest, Visit Alexandria | March 4, 2021 

“The Rectory on Princess Street’s “secret garden” is the perfect setting for a springtime 
portrait session when the tulip magnolia trees bloom in mid-March.” 

3. Top Things to Do This Fall in Alexandria 

Visit Alexandria | August 23, 2021 

4. Learn About Juneteenth with Alexandria’s Black History Museum Director 

Visit Alexandria | June 17, 2021 

“Check Visit Alexandria’s calendar for Juneteenth events, including a celebratory 
Juneteenth secret garden concert from Classical Movements…” 

5. Top Things to Do This Summer in Alexandria 
Caroline Secrest, Visit Alexandria | May 6, 2021 

“Be enchanted by outdoor orchestral arrangements in a secret garden with Classical 
Movements’ summer series, “Sounds of Hope & Harmony,” hosted at The Rectory on 
Princess Street. Concerts are hosted twice nightly on most Thursdays and Saturdays 
throughout the summer, with themes such as “A Haunting Refrain: Jazz in June” and 
“Liberté chérie: A Bastille Day Celebration.”” 

6. Summer Is Near: Celebrate in Alexandria With Exciting Events 

Zebra | May 4, 2021 

“The season features a starry line-up of acclaimed soloists, including recitals 
by Philadelphia Orchestra concertmaster David Kim and Israeli-American cellist Amit 
Peled, and local favorites, including members of the National Symphony and the Choral 
Arts Chamber Singers, among many others. Select programs celebrate holidays including 
Juneteenth and Bastille Day” 

https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/wedding-planning-guide/
https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/alexandria-va-spring-events/
https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/top-things-to-do-this-fall/
https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/juneteenth-black-history-museum/
https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/top-things-to-do-this-summer/?fbclid=IwAR29zi4LqKHUfj0MCZ_4etbW67fsLz_3agR1_prguR9z5ZJG9FDsIP8ajZw
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts/
https://www.visitalexandriava.com/listings/the-rectory-on-princess/9806/
https://www.visitalexandriava.com/listings/the-rectory-on-princess/9806/
https://thezebra.org/2021/05/04/summer-is-near-celebrate-in-alexandria-with-exciting-events/


 

Virginia, DC and Maryland: 

7. The Rectory one of Virginia Living Magazine’s Top 2022 
Wedding Vendors 

Virginia Living | January 10, 2022 

8. “Where to Celebrate Bastille Day Around DC” 

Maya Pottiger, Washingtonian | July 12, 2021 

9. “Juneteenth 2021: DC region event, festival and exhibit guide” 
Luke Garrett, WTOP | June 19, 2021 

10. 14 Ways To Celebrate Juneteenth 

Kelly Magyarics, Northern Virginia Magazine | June 9, 2021 

11. Weekend Arts Round Up, December 10, 2020 

Richard Seldon, The Georgetowner | December 10, 2020 

“Classical Movements will present two afternoon performances of “Hallelujah! Gospel & 
Choral Favorites with Camerata Baltimore” on Dec. 19 at 1 and 2:30 p.m. in the Secret 
Garden at the Rectory, 711 Princess St. in Alexandria, Virginia. The program of gospel 
music, spirituals and classical repertoire in celebration of Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and 
Christmas includes “Hallelujah” from Handel’s “Messiah,” Saint-Saëns’s “Christmas 
Oratorio” and works by John Rutter, Undine Smith Moore and Amy F. Bernon. Seating 
will be socially distanced and masks are required. Tickets are $45.” 

12. The best things to do — virtually and in person — while quarantined in the 
D.C. area 

Going Out Guide Staff, The Washington Post | October 29, 2020 

13. The world is loud. These upcoming classical music performances will give 
you some comfort. 

Michael Andor Brodeur, The Washington Post | October 14, 2020 

Only live Classical Pick for October: 

“With the new season comes another change as the Alexandria-based Classical 
Movements refreshes its series of socially-distanced chamber concerts with a new name 
and 22 more performances, starting on Halloween and continuing through December 19. 

https://www.virginialiving.com/directories/top-wedding-vendors/top-wedding-vendors-2022/
https://www.virginialiving.com/directories/top-wedding-vendors/top-wedding-vendors-2022/
https://www.washingtonian.com/2021/07/12/where-to-celebrate-bastille-day-2021-around-dc/
https://wtop.com/local/2021/06/juneteenth-2021-event-festival-and-exhibit-guide/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/things-to-do/things-to-do-features/2021/06/09/14-ways-to-celebrate-juneteenth/
https://georgetowner.com/articles/2020/12/10/weekend-arts-round-up-december-10-2020/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/04/02/things-to-do-dc-quarantine-coronavirus/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/04/02/things-to-do-dc-quarantine-coronavirus/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/music/classical-music-recommendations-october-2020/2020/10/12/b150526a-0a3b-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html#comments-wrapper
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/music/classical-music-recommendations-october-2020/2020/10/12/b150526a-0a3b-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html#comments-wrapper
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts-2/
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts-2/


 

[…] That evening, they’ll clear the cobwebs for “A Venetian Halloween,” featuring NSO 
musicians playing an autumnal chunk of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons as well as Puccini’s 
“Crisantemi.” (If this isn’t a perfect opportunity to step up your mask game, I’m not sure 
what is.)” 

14. A critic’s suggestions for music to fill the dog day 

Michael Brodeur, The Washington Post | July 29, 2020 

“Alexandria-based orchestral touring group Classical Movements continues its Sounds of 
Hope and Harmony series through the month of August and beyond. On Aug. 1 at 6 and 
7:30 p.m. it will host “Prague Comes to Washington,” a pair of hour-long programs of 
arias and art songs in its freshly pergola’d “secret garden,” featuring Chilean baritone 
Javier Arrey (an alum of the Castleton Festival and WNO’s remonikered Cafritz Young 
Artist Program); soprano Kaylee Norris; and pianist Taylor Hutchinson. Upcoming 
installments of these 100-ticket, socially distanced soirees this month include NSO 
musicians performing chamber works by Molly Joyce, Victor Ewald, Andy Akiho, Alvin 
Singleton, Zhao Tian and Duke Ellington on Aug. 8, and an evening of grand opera arias 
sung by “heldentenor par excellence” Issachah Savage, accompanied by pianist Joy 
Schreier on Aug. 15.” 

15. The best things to do — virtually and in person — while quarantined in the 
D.C. area 

Going Out Guide Staff, The Washington Post | July 23, 2020 

“For classical music fans missing the thrill of live performances, an unlikely destination 
is filling the void left by the Kennedy Center and Strathmore: A 235-year-old rectory in 
Old Town Alexandria. Classical Movements began holding concerts in the courtyard 
behind its headquarters in June, with socially distanced seats allowing up to 43 people 
(singles or couples) to attend. This Saturday, a seven-week series of chamber, opera, 
choral and jazz performances begins with string quartets and cello duos by musicians 
from the National Symphony Orchestra. Beethoven, Bartok and the Beatles are all on the 
one-hour program.” 

16.  

Lori McCue, All Things Considered | July 23, 2020 

“I’m really looking to check out one of these intimate garden concerts put on by this 
concert tour company Classical Movements in Alexandria […] they’re holding it outdoors 
in what they call the ‘Secret Garden’ at their facility on Princess Street and that sounds 
really magical and I’m looking forward to learning more.” 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/124467588909
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/a-critics-suggestions-for-music-to-fill-the-dog-days/2020/07/29/07e867da-cb7f-11ea-b0e3-d55bda07d66a_story.html
http://www.classicalmovements.com/
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/silly-humor-of-dated-plot-underlines-joy-of-opera/2017/11/20/c5521c3c-ce1e-11e7-9d3a-bcbe2af58c3a_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/04/02/things-to-do-dc-quarantine-coronavirus/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/04/02/things-to-do-dc-quarantine-coronavirus/


 

17. “10 Virtual And IRL Things To Do In D.C. This Weekend” 

Chelsea Cirruzzo, DCist | July 23, 2020 

18. Four summertime strolls: Where to take them and what to listen to 

Michael Brodeur, The Washington Post | July 15, 2020 

“If you happen to be biking the Mt. Vernon Trail on July 25, consider locking up in Old 
Town Alexandria that evening as orchestral touring company Classical Movements 
launches “Sounds of Hope & Harmony,” a new series of 16 concerts in its socially 
distanced “secret garden.” I covered the company’s first go at a pandemic-defying 
outdoor concert (spoiler: it was great!), and its forthcoming programs (Aug. 1, 8, 15; 
Sept. 12, 19, 26; and Oct. 3) will reach beyond chamber music to include opera, jazz and 
even choral works. 

This first date will bring together players from the National Symphony Orchestra to 
celebrate “the four B’s” — Barrière, Bologne, Bartók and Beethoven. (And especially that 
last guy, whose big sesquicentennial has been all but ruined by the pandemic.) Oh, and 
the ride over is as good a time as any to brush up on your Joseph Boulogne — a.k.a. 
Chevalier de Saint-Georges — whose String Quartet No. 3 in G Minor is a particular treat 
on the program.” 

19. Mostly Virtual Arts Round Up, July 16, 2020 

Richard Seiden, The Georgetowner | July 16, 2020 

“The secret garden of the Rectory, 711 Princess Street in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia, 
is the venue for Classical Movements’ Sounds of Hope & Harmony series of intimate and 
socially distanced Saturday-evening concerts. On July 25 at 6 and 7:30 p.m., cellists 
Eugena Chang and Britton Riley and a quartet made up of violinists Alexandra Osborne 
and Angelia Cho, violist Mahoko Eguchi and cellist Rachel Young — all National 
Symphony Orchestra musicians — will give one-hour performances of works by Barrière, 
Bartók, Bologne, Beethoven, Joplin and other composers.” 

 

 

 

 

https://dcist.com/story/20/07/23/dc-weekend-events-guide-july-23-anacostia-gardening-workshop-national-zoo/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/music/four-summertime-strolls-where-to-take-them-and-what-to-listen-to/2020/07/14/c618e084-c4a6-11ea-b037-f9711f89ee46_story.html
https://georgetowner.com/articles/2020/07/16/mostly-virtual-arts-round-up-july-16-2020/
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Classical Movements owner
recognized by Musical America
Olivia Anderson - December 16, 2021

Neeta Helms

https://alextimes.com/2021/12/classical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america/
https://alextimes.com/author/oanderson/
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Neeta Helms, the president of Classical Movements in Old Town, was

named one of Musical America’s top 30 professionals of 2021, according

to a news release.

Classical Movements organizes tours of classical music ensembles

around the world. In 2020, with concerts cancelled or put on hold due to

the pandemic, Classical Movements shifted gears and started hosting

outdoor concerts in the “secret garden” behind its Old Town

headquarters at 711 Princess St. The first entry in the concert series,

which took place in June 2020, was the first live classical music concert

since the start of the pandemic. The concerts remain a huge hit with

residents and local classical music fans and regularly feature musicians

from renowned national symphonies.

Helms also oversaw other pandemic-era projects, including virtual music

education programs, a live streamed concert of India and a cross-

country celebration of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala

Harris’ inauguration.

Helms was recognized as part of a special report from Musical America,

one of the country’s oldest classical music magazines, titled “The

Pandemic: Meeting the Moment.” This year’s report honored those

“whose heroic efforts have helped to sustain the performing arts during

one of the most difficult and often tragic times in modern history — the

pandemic.” Helms was named alongside acclaimed musicians such as

Jennifer Koh and the leaders behind the San Diego Symphony and

Seattle Opera, according to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fclassical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america%2F&t=Classical%20Movements%20owner%20recognized%20by%20Musical%20America&s=100&p[url]=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fclassical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america%2F&p[images][0]=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F12%2FNeeta-Helms.jpeg&p[title]=Classical%20Movements%20owner%20recognized%20by%20Musical%20America
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fclassical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america%2F&text=Hey%2C%20check%20this%20out%21
mailto:?subject=Classical%20Movements%20owner%20recognized%20by%20Musical%20America&body=Hey%2C%20check%20this%20out%21:%20https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fclassical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fclassical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america%2F&t=Classical%20Movements%20owner%20recognized%20by%20Musical%20America&s=100&p[url]=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fclassical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america%2F&p[images][0]=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F12%2FNeeta-Helms.jpeg&p[title]=Classical%20Movements%20owner%20recognized%20by%20Musical%20America
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Falextimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2Fclassical-movements-owner-recognized-by-musical-america%2F&text=Hey%2C%20check%20this%20out%21
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FEBRUARY
Chapman and 
Aguirre run for 
re-election

Council approves stormwater fee increase

Councilors John Chapman and 

Canek Aguirre announced on Feb. 1 

they would be running for re-elec-

tion for Alexandria City Council. 

Chapman, a lifelong Alexandri-

an, has served on City Council since 

2012. He has worked as an educator 

throughout the region and current-

ly works in Fairfax County Public 

Schools as a community use pro-

gram specialist. He also owns and 

operates Manumission Tour Com-

pany, a local Black history tour com-

pany.

Aguirre, the first person of His-

panic heritage to serve on council, 

was elected in 2018 and during his 

time on council helped lead the 

city’s 2020 Census Complete Count 

Committee, resulting in a 100% 

count of Alexandria households. 

Bagley, Lewis join 
City Council race

Another City Council candidate, 

affordable housing advocate and com-

munity activist Sarah Bagley, tossed 

her hat in the ring on Feb. 9. James 

Lewis, vice chair of the Alexandria 

Traffic and Parking Board, also an-

nounced on Feb. 10 that he was run-

ning for City Council in the June 8 

Democratic Primary.

School Board rejects af-

fordable housing for Min-

nie Howard; Councilor Mo 

Seifeldein announces run 

for mayor, then backs out of 

race; Charles Hooff III dies 

at 80; Classical Movements 

forced to shut down popular 

outdoor concert series

Other notable events:

City Council unani-

mously passed an ordi-

nance doubling the storm-

water utility fee from $140 

to $280 during a Feb. 20 

public hearing.

The increased fee will 

add $155 million into the 

city’s coffers over the next 

10 years and will help fund 

an ambitious new flood 

mitigation action plan, ac-

cording to city staff. The 

plan includes various ca-

pacity and spot improve-

ment projects meant to 

overhaul Alexandria’s 

crumbling stormwater in-

frastructure.

Although residents 

have been calling on the 

city to take action and ad-

dress the stormwater sys-

tem after a slew of intense 

flooding events over the 

past two years, several 

residents said they be-

lieved enlarging the city’s 

budget was not enough 

to curb flooding in their 

neighborhoods. Previous-

ly, the city has used the 

stormwater fee to fund 

projects intended to con-

trol water quality and not 

flooding.

PHOTO/CLASSICAL MOVEMENTS

National Symphony Orchestra cellists 

played for a socially distanced crowd as 

part of Classical Movements’ outdoor 

concert series. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

DANNY SMITH, Realtor-Old Town is my Home

Your CAN DO Realtor
Preparation of your home for sale

“White Glove” services

Ideas for flexible financing

Engineering & construction background

Decades of service & leadership

on city commissions

Support for stewardship of our

historic resources

My most recent listing

brought the highest sale

price in over 4 years for

that neighborhood--even

higher than larger homes

on larger lots.

(Source: BRIGHT MLS)

Interested in Old Town ? Danny Smith, Realtor

dsmith@ttrsir.com

703-505-7845

at 80; Classical Movements 

forced to shut down popular 

outdoor concert series

National Symphony Orchestra cellists 

played for a socially distanced crowd as 

part of Classical Movements’ outdoor 

concert series. 
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MARCH
City and unions debate collective bargaining

The city discussed a proposed 

draft ordinance on collective bar-

gaining on March 9 that, when 

passed, would bring the labor 

practice to Alexandria for the first 

time. 

Collective bargaining is the le-

gal process by which public sector 

employees negotiate their wages, 

benefits and working conditions 

with their government employers. 

Alexandria’s proposed ordi-

nance was much more limited in 

scope than those on the books in 

Washington D.C. and Maryland. 

It allowed only for legally bind-

ing negotiations over wages and 

benefits. The proposed ordinance 

did not include negotiations about 

working conditions, such as how 

workplace hours and schedules are 

assigned and how the city manag-

es its handling of grievances and 

discipline. 

Council approves American 
Rescue Plan spending

City Council approved the 

immediate use of $450,000 in 

American Rescue Plan fund-

ing to extend food distribution 

and housing assistance efforts 

through July during the March 23 

legislative meeting.

Like localities across the 

country, Alexandria was eli-

gible to receive a direct influx 

of funding from ARPA, the 

$1.9 trillion federal COVID-19 

stimulus package that Pres-

ident Joseph Biden signed 

into law on March 11. The city 

would ultimately receive $59.4 

million in direct funding, 

while Alexandria City Public 

Schools would receive about 

$35.4 million. 

Council denies 
Braddock West 
project 

City Council voted 4-3 to deny a request 

from developer West Street Acquisitions, 

LLC, to build a 180-unit multi-use build-

ing across from the Braddock Road Metro 

station that would have featured 14 afford-

able housing units, during a public hearing 

on March 13.

In addition to housing, the building 

proposal included plans to provide ad-

ditional space for retail, restaurants and 

other shopping. While the city’s Planning 

Commission voted 6-1 in December 2020 

to approve the project’s development spe-

cial use permit, several members of council 

expressed concern with the building’s im-

pact on an already over-taxed stormwater 

system and its relative lack of affordable 

housing when compared to other projects 

such as the redevelopment of the Heritage 

at Old Town apartment complex.

Other notable 
events:
Vice President Kamala Harris 

visits fibre space; City Council 

New public art that honors his-

tory of Potomac River comes 

to Waterfront Park;  Police 

arrest four suspects in West 

End armed robbery

These days many people’s homes are teeming with 

activity, with everyone in each other’s way half the 

time. Tensions are high. Tempers are short. 

Fix it with a full or partial remodel — always a good 

investment when it furthers your family’s enjoyment 

and relaxation. 

We do complete kitchen remodeling in record time. 

We don’t dawdle in your home. We are always 

Covid-safe. We’ll build a full wall of built-ins with 

workstations in one day! M&M partners with 

licensed, insured General Contractors who are 

consummate professionals and master carpenters. 

Please give us the opportunity to earn your business.

Make Your Home Less 

Hectic and More of a Haven

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.

ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314

(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send inquiries to 

roryc@mandmappliance.com

or call or text Rory 301-537-3515
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visits fibre space; City Council 

approves permit for Classical 

Movements’ outdoor concerts;  



 

 711 Princess Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | ClassicalMovements.com | 703.683.6040 | info@classicalmovements.com 

“SOUNDS OF HOPE & HARMONY” & “SOUNDS OF JOY & LIGHT” 

LIVE, SOCIALLY-DISTANCED OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES  

CHAMBER MUSIC | OPERA | CHOIR | JAZZ 

Saturday, June 20, 2020: Musicians of the National Symphony, Alexandria 

Symphony, Fairfax Symphony and New Orchestra of Washington 

 

Going to my first concert of the pandemic felt like preparing for battle. Then I got 

there. 

Michael Brodeur, The Washington Post | June 22, 2020 

 “Classical Movements isn’t in the business of throwing 

garden parties, but its fledgling attempt to bring music back 

to real life, led by founder Neeta Helms, was an ambitious 

model for what live music might look like for the foreseeable 

future. As Phase 2 of reopening relaxed some restrictions in 

the District starting Monday, it’s likely that more attempts 

to gather skittish audiences will spring up around the area. 

Even so, the baby steps of Saturday’s gathering in the 

garden felt like a giant leap.” 

“…the intimacy of the experience — and our collective hunger to hear just about anything — gave 

the feeling that audience and performers were conducting the same experiment: just being there. 

Even before the first notes were played, I found myself 

getting lost in the music of chitchat and laughter — our own 

birdsong.”  

“For audience and musicians alike — and especially for 

Helms and her team, who found themselves immediately 

fielding questions about when the next concert will be 

(they’re figuring it out) — the various tweaks, compromises 

and precautions required to realize something as simple as a 

night of music felt like a major achievement.” 

  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/going-to-my-first-concert-of-the-pandemic-felt-like-preparing-for-battle-then-i-got-there/2020/06/22/321fcbbe-ab50-11ea-94d2-d7bc43b26bf9_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/going-to-my-first-concert-of-the-pandemic-felt-like-preparing-for-battle-then-i-got-there/2020/06/22/321fcbbe-ab50-11ea-94d2-d7bc43b26bf9_story.html


 

 

Live music returns, offering a preview of the new 

concert normal 

Charles T. Downey, Washington Classical Review | June 

21, 2020 

“At 5 p.m. Saturday evening, something extraordinary 

happened: a group of people gathered to hear another 

group of people play classical music on their 

instruments.” 

 

How D.C.’s Live Music Venues Are Trying To Survive The Pandemic 

Mikaela Lefrak, WAMU | July 1, 2020 

“The classical musicians wore jeans and khakis, not tuxes. Audience members stood six feet apart 

— for now, plush concert hall seats are a thing of the past. It wasn’t what anyone was used to, but 

for one afternoon, the music was back. 

“‘These are great artists. For them, performing is sort of an essential thing,’ says Neeta Helms, 

Classical Movements’ founder and president. ‘And there’s nothing like live music.’” 

 

Advance Press 

Hear That Sound? Live Music Returns to Alexandria on June 20 

Kevin Dauray, The Zebra | June 18, 2020 

“With the City of Alexandria in the second phase of reopening, some musicians are about to have 

the opportunity to play before a genuine audience. Yes, you read that correctly. On June 20, 

members of several local orchestras, including the ASO, Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, National 

Symphony Orchestra, and the New Orchestra of Washington, will once again delight concertgoers.” 

“Sounds of Hope & Harmony” chamber-music concerts from Classical Movements 

League of American Orchestras, The Hub | June 15, 2020 

 “Classical Movements Founder and President Neeta Helms has characterized ‘Sounds of Hope & 

Harmony’ as ‘an important gesture of support and optimism, both to local musicians and 

orchestras and to our community as a whole.’” 

 

https://washingtonclassicalreview.com/2020/06/21/live-music-returns-offering-a-preview-of-the-new-concert-normal/
https://washingtonclassicalreview.com/2020/06/21/live-music-returns-offering-a-preview-of-the-new-concert-normal/
https://wamu.org/story/20/07/01/how-d-c-s-live-music-venues-are-trying-to-survive-the-pandemic/
https://thezebra.org/2020/06/18/hear-that-sound-live-music-returns-to-alexandria-on-june-20/
https://hub.americanorchestras.org/2020/06/15/sounds-of-hope-harmony-chamber-music-concerts-from-classical-movements/


 

A Live, Stateside Concert to Promote Goodwill 

Sarah Shay, Musical America | June 12 2020 

 

Soon You Will Be Able to Go to an Actual Concert in Alexandria 

Rob Brunner, The Washingtonian | June 11, 2020 

“This is not a live-stream event or something informal you watch on somebody’s porch: It’s an 

actual concert with tickets and a program and everything—a once-cherished ritual that now feels 

like a dim memory from a distant era.”  

https://www.washingtonian.com/2020/06/11/soon-you-will-be-able-to-go-to-an-actual-concert-in-alexandria/?fbclid=IwAR3yrhvUV_gi8-iu28squhcZUtXC9Ils2DKLo9E6ZOtKYj2uETXxVQgDAdU


 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Saturday, July 25, 2020: Musicians of the National Symphony 

Advance Press 

 

Four summertime strolls: Where to take them and what to listen to 

Michael Brodeur, The Washington Post | July 15, 2020 

“If you happen to be biking the Mt. Vernon Trail on July 

25, consider locking up in Old Town Alexandria that 

evening as orchestral touring company Classical 

Movements launches “Sounds of Hope & Harmony,” a 

new series of 16 concerts in its socially distanced “secret 

garden.” I covered the company’s first go at a pandemic-

defying outdoor concert (spoiler: it was great!), and its 

forthcoming programs (Aug. 1, 8, 15; Sept. 12, 19, 26; 

and Oct. 3) will reach beyond chamber music to include 

opera, jazz and even choral works. 

This first date will bring together players from the National Symphony Orchestra to celebrate “the 

four B’s” — Barrière, Bologne, Bartók and Beethoven. (And especially that last guy, whose big 

sesquicentennial has been all but ruined by the pandemic.) Oh, and the ride over is as good a time 

as any to brush up on your Joseph Boulogne — a.k.a. Chevalier de Saint-Georges — whose String 

Quartet No. 3 in G Minor is a particular treat on the program.” 

The best things to do — virtually and in person — while quarantined in the D.C. area 

Going Out Guide Staff, The Washington Post | July 23, 2020 

“For classical music fans missing the thrill of live performances, an unlikely destination is filling 

the void left by the Kennedy Center and Strathmore: A 235-year-old rectory in Old Town 

Alexandria. Classical Movements began holding concerts in the courtyard behind its headquarters 

in June, with socially distanced seats allowing up to 43 people (singles or couples) to attend. This 

Saturday, a seven-week series of chamber, opera, choral and jazz performances begins with string 

quartets and cello duos by musicians from the National Symphony Orchestra. Beethoven, Bartok 

and the Beatles are all on the one-hour program.” 

 

10 Virtual And IRL Things To Do In D.C. This Weekend 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/music/four-summertime-strolls-where-to-take-them-and-what-to-listen-to/2020/07/14/c618e084-c4a6-11ea-b037-f9711f89ee46_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/04/02/things-to-do-dc-quarantine-coronavirus/
https://dcist.com/story/20/07/23/dc-weekend-events-guide-july-23-anacostia-gardening-workshop-national-zoo/


 

Chelsea Cirruzzo, DCist | July 23, 2020 

“Concerts are slowly making a comeback and this summer head to a very special show. Concert 

tour company Classical Movements is putting on a series of intimate garden concerts starting on 

Saturday.” 

 

Lori McCue, All Things Considered | July 23, 2020 

“I’m really looking to check out one of these intimate 

garden concerts put on by this concert tour company 

Classical Movements in Alexandria […] they’re 

holding it outdoors in what they call the ‘Secret 

Garden’ at their facility on Princess Street and that 

sounds really magical and I’m looking forward to 

learning more.” 

 

Mostly Virtual Arts Round Up, July 16, 2020 

Richard Seiden, The Georgetowner | July 16, 2020 

“The secret garden of the Rectory, 711 Princess Street in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia, is the 

venue for Classical Movements’ Sounds of Hope & Harmony series of intimate and socially 

distanced Saturday-evening concerts. On July 25 at 6 and 7:30 p.m., cellists Eugena Chang and 

Britton Riley and a quartet made up of violinists Alexandra Osborne and Angelia Cho, violist 

Mahoko Eguchi and cellist Rachel Young — all National Symphony Orchestra musicians — will give 

one-hour performances of works by Barrière, Bartók, Bologne, Beethoven, Joplin and other 

composers.” 

 

  

https://georgetowner.com/articles/2020/07/16/mostly-virtual-arts-round-up-july-16-2020/


 

Series and Upcoming Programs 

 

 

 

Javier Arrey, Kaylee Norris, Issachah Savage Headline Classical Movements ‘Sounds 

of Hope & Harmony’ Garden Concert Series 

David Salazar, OperaWire | July 16, 2020 

“The first major program for opera lovers is “Prague Comes to Washington,” an evening of Art Song 

and Opera. The showcase will feature baritone Javier Arrey and soprano Kaylee Norris as they take 

on music by Mozart, Dvorak, Stravinsky, Brahms, Liszt, Wolf, and Beethoven, alongside pianist 

Taylor Hutchinson. 

“‘An Evening of Grand Opera, Italian and American Art Songs’ will star tenor Issachah Savage and 

pianist Joy Schreier. The duo will perform music by Verdi, Wagner, Strauss, Tosti, Donaudy, and 

Margaret Bonds.” 

 

  

https://operawire.com/javier-arrey-kaylee-norris-issachah-savage-headline-classical-movements-sounds-of-hope-harmony-garden-concert-series/
https://operawire.com/javier-arrey-kaylee-norris-issachah-savage-headline-classical-movements-sounds-of-hope-harmony-garden-concert-series/


 

A critic’s suggestions for music to fill the dog day 

Michael Brodeur, The Washington Post | July 29, 2020 

“Alexandria-based orchestral touring group Classical Movements continues its Sounds of Hope and 

Harmony series through the month of August and beyond. On Aug. 1 at 6 and 7:30 p.m. it will host 

“Prague Comes to Washington,” a pair of hour-long programs of arias and art songs in its freshly 

pergola’d “secret garden,” featuring Chilean baritone Javier Arrey (an alum of the Castleton 

Festival and WNO’s remonikered Cafritz Young Artist Program); soprano Kaylee Norris; and 

pianist Taylor Hutchinson. Upcoming installments of these 100-ticket, socially distanced soirees 

this month include NSO musicians performing chamber works by Molly Joyce, Victor Ewald, Andy 

Akiho, Alvin Singleton, Zhao Tian and Duke Ellington on Aug. 8, and an evening of grand opera 

arias sung by “heldentenor par excellence” Issachah Savage, accompanied by pianist Joy Schreier 

on Aug. 15.” 

Live Outdoor Concerts by Four Indoor Organizations 

Susan Elliott, Musical America | July 27, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/a-critics-suggestions-for-music-to-fill-the-dog-days/2020/07/29/07e867da-cb7f-11ea-b0e3-d55bda07d66a_story.html
http://www.classicalmovements.com/
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/silly-humor-of-dated-plot-underlines-joy-of-opera/2017/11/20/c5521c3c-ce1e-11e7-9d3a-bcbe2af58c3a_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_9


 

 

 
Socially Distanced Sound: Amid the pandemic, some orchestras are experimenting 
with modified live concerts. With its smaller number of players, chamber music is 
ideally suited to the moment. 

Barbara Jepson, The Wall Street Journal | August 4, 2020 

 “Given the right conditions, more major orchestras should be taking similar steps. There’s a large 
and artistically rewarding repertoire on a smaller scale that could be played, where it is safe to do so, 
before mask-wearing, socially distanced listeners, from string quartets and other chamber music to 
opera overtures, serenades and symphonies. Doing so now would allow arts presenters to return to 
their core mission: putting on live concerts in front of audiences. And it would enable at least some 
orchestra members to perform and some concertgoers to re-experience the joys of live music-making. 
These events might also offer opportunities to experiment with alternative onstage placements before 
moving to the next phase with a full symphony orchestra. 

“At the very least, orchestra members could play chamber music outdoors while the 

weather is good. Classical Movements, a concert tour organizer, has sponsored seven 

such events in Alexandria, Va., since June with no reported spread of the virus…” 

Alexandria Crichlow & V. Savoy McIlwain Headline ‘Songs of Hope & Harmony’ 

Concert This August 

David Salazar, OperaWire | August 19 

“The Coalition for African Americans in the Performing Arts and Classical Movements will be joining 

forces to present a unique concert as part of the “Songs of Hope & Harmony” series on August 29, 

2020. 

“The showcase will feature soprano Alexandria Crichlow and baritone V. Savoy McIlwain alongside 

pianist Dr. Lester Green. Pamela Simonson will narrate the concert performance. The event is set to 

take place in Alexandria, Virginia in honor of the March on Washington back in the 1960s.” 

 

Outdoor classical music concert series finds a way forward for live performances 

Cody Mello-Klein, Alexandria Times | August 27, 2020 

 “The chance to see talented musicians up close in an intimate setting is also rare in the realm of 

classical music, where massive concert halls and pricy tickets are standard. Classical Movements is 

making music more accessible and, in the process, hopes to remind audiences why live 

performances are so valuable.” 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/socially-distanced-sound-11596574822
https://www.wsj.com/articles/socially-distanced-sound-11596574822
https://www.wsj.com/articles/socially-distanced-sound-11596574822
https://operawire.com/alexandria-crichlow-v-savoy-mcilwain-headline-songs-of-hope-harmony-concert-this-august/
https://operawire.com/alexandria-crichlow-v-savoy-mcilwain-headline-songs-of-hope-harmony-concert-this-august/
https://www.alexandriacrichlow.com/
https://www.vsavoymcilwain.com/
https://alextimes.com/2020/08/classical-movements-concert/


 

 

Neeta Helms interviewed for “Voices of Change” 

Nicole Lacroix, WETA | September 7, 2020 

Pandemic Forces Performing Arts Leaders to Rethink 

Richard Selden, The Georgetowner | September 15, 2020 

“While virtual programming has blossomed, there have been few attempts to return to live, in-

person performance. Alexandria, Virginia, appears to be the area leader, with outdoor, small-

ensemble performances by Alexandria Symphony Orchestra members planned for this fall and the 

18-concert Sounds of Hope & Harmony series successfully launched in the Rectory’s secret garden 

by orchestra tour company Classical Movements.” 

The Score: Seasons of Change 

The League of American Orchestras, Symphony Magazine | Fall 2020 

“With most orchestral touring on hiatus due to Covid-19, tour organizer Classical Movements 

looked closer to home for a suitable performance venue, and found one in its backyard: the garden 

outside its offices in Alexandria, Virginia. In July, Classical Movements President Neeta Helms 

launched “Sounds of Hope and Harmony,” a series of one-hour outdoor chamber concerts 

featuring musicians from the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra and National Symphony Orchestra, 

among others, in a wide range of music.” 

“Sounds of Joy & Light” 

The world is loud. These upcoming classical music performances will give you some 

comfort. 

Michael Andor Brodeur, The Washington Post | October 14, 2020 

Only live Classical Pick for October: 

“With the new season comes another change as the Alexandria-based Classical 

Movements refreshes its series of socially-distanced chamber concerts with a new name and 22 

more performances, starting on Halloween and continuing through December 19. 

[…] That evening, they’ll clear the cobwebs for “A Venetian Halloween,” featuring NSO musicians 

playing an autumnal chunk of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons as well as Puccini’s “Crisantemi.” (If this isn’t 

a perfect opportunity to step up your mask game, I’m not sure what is.)” 

Also recommended in:  

The best things to do — virtually and in person — while quarantined in the D.C. area 

https://georgetowner.com/articles/2020/09/15/pandemic-forces-performing-arts-leaders-to-rethink/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/music/classical-music-recommendations-october-2020/2020/10/12/b150526a-0a3b-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html#comments-wrapper
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/music/classical-music-recommendations-october-2020/2020/10/12/b150526a-0a3b-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html#comments-wrapper
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts-2/
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts-2/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/124467588909
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/04/02/things-to-do-dc-quarantine-coronavirus/


 

Going Out Guide Staff, The Washington Post | October 29, 2020 

 

Socially-Distanced Outdoor Concerts Selling Out in Alexandria, Virginia 

Grace Arnold, The Zebra | November 3, 2020 

“Social distancing has affected every facet of life from work, to education, to entertainment. 

Classical Movements is countering that effect, introducing live classical music in a socially-

distanced setting. As musicians perform underneath a pergola surrounded by lush foliage, 

the Secret Garden at The Rectory series is becoming the new social hub for all Alexandrians.” 

“Music has the power to unite even the most uncommon of folks, and there is a poetic irony about 

unity during times of necessary separation, but that separation makes the power of music all the 

more relevant right now. Neeta Helms, Founder and President of Classical Movements, agrees, ‘We 

want to make the Covid winter as beautiful and happy as possible… We should just spread the joy 

and light that we can.’” 

Weekend Arts Round Up, December 10, 2020 

Richard Seldon, The Georgetowner | December 10, 2020 

“Classical Movements will present two afternoon performances of “Hallelujah! Gospel & Choral 

Favorites with Camerata Baltimore” on Dec. 19 at 1 and 2:30 p.m. in the Secret Garden at the 

Rectory, 711 Princess St. in Alexandria, Virginia. The program of gospel music, spirituals and 

classical repertoire in celebration of Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and Christmas includes “Hallelujah” from 

Handel’s “Messiah,” Saint-Saëns’s “Christmas Oratorio” and works by John Rutter, Undine Smith 

Moore and Amy F. Bernon. Seating will be socially distanced and masks are required. Tickets are 

$45.” 

 

“Creativity Abounds as Americans Mark Holidays in Times of COVID” 

Vero Balderas Iglesias, Voice of America | December 21, 2020 

“Sounds of Hope & Harmony” 2021 

“Errin Duane Brooks, Joshua Blue, Elizebeth Barnes, Ashley Marie Robillard 

Headline Classical Movements Spring / Summer Slate” 

David Salazar, OperaWire | March 5, 2021 

 

https://thezebra.org/2020/11/03/socially-distanced-outdoor-concerts-selling-out-in-alexandria-virginia/
https://www.classicalmovements.com/secretgardenconcerts/
https://georgetowner.com/articles/2020/12/10/weekend-arts-round-up-december-10-2020/
https://www.voanews.com/episode/creativity-abounds-americans-mark-holidays-times-covid-4525206
https://operawire.com/errin-duane-brooks-joshua-blue-elizebeth-barnes-ashley-marie-robillard-headline-classical-movements-spring-summer-slate/
https://operawire.com/errin-duane-brooks-joshua-blue-elizebeth-barnes-ashley-marie-robillard-headline-classical-movements-spring-summer-slate/


 

Top Things to Do This Summer in Alexandria 

Caroline Secrest, Visit Alexandria | May 6, 2021 

“WORLD PREMIERE: Choral Arts Chamber Singers set to premiere “Stand Up” by B. 

E. Boykin” 

Patrick D. McCoy | Jun 3, 2021 

“Classical Movements, a global presenter of concerts were among the many who had to make 

adjustments during the pandemic.  One of its major contributions was the beginning of their 

outdoor concerts in The Secret Garden, which is an intimate space located at the organization’s 

headquarters in Alexandria, VA.  It would be safe to say that President and Founder Neeta Helms 

and Classical Movements were the very first to begin presenting live concerts during the pandemic, 

when others were still quite reluctant to do so. What is special about this concert is the  world 

premiere of B. E. Boykin’s “Stand Up.” Commissioned by Classical Movements’ Eric Daniel Helms 

New Music Program, the work is in honor of the activist and educator Mary Church Terrell, which 

will be given its world premiere with Scott Tucker and the Choral Arts Chamber Singers.” 

“Juneteenth 2021: DC region event, festival and exhibit guide” 

Luke Garrett, WTOP | June 19, 2021 

“Of Freedom We Sing: The First Juneteenth Concert in the Secret Garden Honors the 

New Federal Holiday” 

Kelly MacConomy, Zebra | July 5, 2021 

 

“The 2021 musical series in the Secret Garden is aptly named “Sounds of Hope and Harmony.” 

Classical Movements has prevailed over COVID and cicadas, funding and feuding neighborhood 

challenges. The City granted Classical Movements a special use permit to continue offering live 

music to the community in a time of great strain financially, spiritually, politically, and creatively.” 

 

“Kudos to Classical Movements and an encore standing ovation to CAAPA for a timely celebration 

in jubilation of the abolishment of enslavement and involuntary servitude. Let freedom sing!” 

 

“Music Venues May Be Open, but Outdoor Concerts Are Still Big” 

Sherri Dalphonse, Washingtonian | July 7, 2021 

 

“You can enjoy Bach or Billie Holiday amid boxwoods at performances put on by Classical 

Movements in the Secret Garden of the Rectory on Princess Street in Old Town. The lineup 

includes choral music, cabaret, jazz, opera, tango, and more.” 

 

“Where to Celebrate Bastille Day Around DC” 

Maya Pottiger, Washingtonian | July 12, 2021 

 

“Tenor Errin Duane Brooks to Tribute Enrico Caruso and Mario Lanza in Recital” 

Logan Martell, OperaWire | July 29, 2021 

 
 

https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/top-things-to-do-this-summer/?fbclid=IwAR29zi4LqKHUfj0MCZ_4etbW67fsLz_3agR1_prguR9z5ZJG9FDsIP8ajZw
http://patrickdmccoy.com/world-premiere-choral-arts-chamber-singers-set-to-premiere-stand-up-by-b-e-boykin/?fbclid=IwAR2KUozcdo_eycEYiJBI2TUmZ3nUugt-VZ8-RtrpQh9p-1lB687a54Nc5MU
http://patrickdmccoy.com/world-premiere-choral-arts-chamber-singers-set-to-premiere-stand-up-by-b-e-boykin/?fbclid=IwAR2KUozcdo_eycEYiJBI2TUmZ3nUugt-VZ8-RtrpQh9p-1lB687a54Nc5MU
https://wtop.com/local/2021/06/juneteenth-2021-event-festival-and-exhibit-guide/
https://thezebra.org/2021/07/05/of-freedom-we-sing-the-first-juneteenth-concert-in-the-secret-garden-honors-the-new-federal-holiday/
https://thezebra.org/2021/07/05/of-freedom-we-sing-the-first-juneteenth-concert-in-the-secret-garden-honors-the-new-federal-holiday/
https://www.washingtonian.com/2021/07/07/music-venues-may-be-open-but-outdoor-concerts-are-still-big/
https://www.washingtonian.com/2021/07/12/where-to-celebrate-bastille-day-2021-around-dc/
https://operawire.com/tenor-errin-duane-brooks-to-tribute-enrico-caruso-and-mario-lanza-in-recital/


Concerts in the Secret Garden at the Rectory on Princess Street 



Concerts in the Secret Garden at the Rectory on Princess Street 



Weddings in the Secret Garden at the Rectory on Princess Street 



Weddings in the Secret Garden at the Rectory on Princess Street 



[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

JEFFREY SNAVELY <jsnavely@verizon.net>
Thu 1/27/2022 1:46 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>

[You don't often get email from jsnavely@verizon.net. Learn why this is important at
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]


Please allow Classical Movements to continue their outdoor concerts.


Live classical music is an asset to Alexandria and a wonderful way to build community.


We attended one concert last summer and it was not loud and would certainly not bother anyone
nearby — in fact it is free professional concerts for the neighbors if they want to listen, if not they can
simply go inside their houses.


Please don’t let the complaints of one grumpy man ruin this wonderful concert series!


Jeff Snavely

1111 N Pitt St #1C

________________________________

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.


http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]


[EXTERNAL]Special Use Permit #2021-00119 711, Princess Street

David Fritz <davidfritz@gmail.com>
Thu 1/27/2022 8:49 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Sue Fritz <schultzud01@yahoo.com>

1 attachments (1 MB)
LTR_Planning_220127.pdf;

You don't often get email from davidfritz@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

City of Alexandria Planning Commission

Dear Sir or Madam,

Please find attached a PDF file containing a letter I would like to enter into the record for the
upcoming Planning Commission being held on Tuesday, February 1, 2022 for the Special Use Permit
#2021-00119 711,  Princess Street, that is scheduled to be on the docket for next week's evening
meeting.  Please confirm receipt and let me know if there will be any issues getting this
correspondence into the record for each Alexandria Planning Commissioner to review prior to the
meeting.  Thank you for your time and I look forward to your quick response to my inquiry.
 

David Fritz
409 N Columbus St, Alexandria, VA 22314
davidfritz@gmail.com

(703) 915-6878 (Cell)

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.


http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:davidfritz@gmail.com






[EXTERNAL]Classical Movements--SUP Application #2021-00119

George White <george@4whites.com>
Fri 1/28/2022 12:28 AM
To:  Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>; PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from george@4whites.com. Learn why this
is important

Dear Members of  the Alexandria City Council and Members of the Alexandria Planning Commission,
 
I am writing in support of Special Use Permit Application #2021-00119 submitted by Classical Movements in
relation to 711 Princess Street, also known as the Old Rectory.
 
I am a proud resident of Old Town Alexandria and a strong supporter of the arts in general and music in
particular.  My wife and I first became aware of the concerts being organized at the Old Rectory in the summer of
2020.  It was such a joy to be able to experience live music in the darkest days of the pandemic.  The concerts at
the Old Rectory uplifted everyone who was able to attend them.
 
Between April and December of 2021, my wife and I attended twelve events at the Old Rectory.  We have both
been impressed by the depth and diversity of talent that Classical Movements has been able to bring to
Alexandria.  We have enjoyed everything from classical chamber music and opera to African-American spirituals,
Argentine tango, folk music, Broadway musicals, Spanish flamenco, North African music—the range and quality of
the performances has been incredible.  The work that Classical Movements is doing at the Old Rectory has been
instrumental in reinforcing Alexandria’s reputation as a center for the arts.  Classical Movements has developed
collaborations with other organizations such as the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra and the Coalition of African-
Americans in the Performing Arts and has become a recognized force in the music scene in the Metropolitan
area.  The Old Rectory is not just a precious amenity for the residents of Alexandria, but also contributes to
making Alexandria a vibrant cultural destination.
 
I was interested to review the discussion of noise compliance testing in the staff report accompanying the
application.  I should say that in my experience over twelve events, the sound volume has never been loud.  In any
case I believe it is misguided to treat the sound of beautiful music in the same way that one treats traffic noise or
construction noise, as the subjective experience is completely different.  I note that one of the three concert
events tested was the concert on July 23, 2021.  I was present at that concert and personally witnessed the
malicious attempt by a neighbor to disrupt the concert by playing his own loud music during the performance.  I
was then shocked to see that the noise measurements for July 23rd, which were heavily influenced by the
neighbor’s disturbance, were included in the staff report without qualification.  This is highly misleading, and I
believe it substantially undermines the staff’s conclusions.  In fact, it seems to me that the most reasonable
conclusion from the data presented is that in virtually all cases the concerts at the Old Rectory generated noise
levels below the new limit of 65 decibels, except for occasional brief periods of audience applause.
 
I strongly support the SUP application submitted by Classical Movements, including the changes in conditions
being requested.  Permitting the larger audience size will allow more people to enjoy the concerts and make it
economically viable to further expand the range of programming.  Similarly, extending the permitted hours and
allowing limited use of amplification will provide greater flexibility in programming.  This will benefit both artists
and audiences.  I consider the existing conditions imposed in the 2021 special use permit to be excessively
onerous and completely inappropriate for an arts venue in an urban setting located half a block from one of the
busiest streets in the city.  I think it is time for the City Council and the Planning Commission to recognize what an
important resource the Old Rectory has become for the city and to do everything they can to support and
promote its success.
 
Sincerely yours,
 

http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


George H. White
Holland House
415 Wolfe Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
 
george@4whites.com
+1 (703) 836-7343 (fixed)
+1 (917) 291-0119 (mobile)
 

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.


mailto:george@4whites.com


[EXTERNAL]Classical Movements Special Use Permit #2021-00119

Tanya Lervik <tanyalervik@gmail.com>
Fri 1/28/2022 10:51 AM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from tanyalervik@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

Good morning:

I strongly support Classical Movements' application for a Special Use Permit.  One of the reasons
Alexandria was named a Top 3 Best Small City in the U.S. 2021 by the Condé Nast Traveler Readers’
Choice Awards and one of the South’s Best Cities 2020 by Southern Living, is because it is a vibrant
arts and culture hub. Classical Movements' events strongly support the arts community which makes
Alexandria such a gem to live in and such a welcome escape for visitors.

Attending concerts at Classical Movements over the course of the pandemic has been a true oasis for
me personally.  When it has been all too easy to get caught up with concerns of survival, they have
been an important reminder of what it is to live and to appreciate the beauty of the world around us. 
As we adjust to the new normal and struggle with the fatigue of living amidst this extended pandemic,
such reminders are even more important.  I feel sure that the many neighbors and other people who
have had the good fortune to enjoy these Secret Garden concerts and events would agree.  

It is true that one of their neighbors seems to have a vendetta against the concerts.  The pandemic
seems to have severely damaged the norms of common courtesy and behavior.  I have witnessed
examples of this during some of the concerts with the neighbor shouting, and turning on a stereo with
the speakers pointed out their window while playing loud rock music.  Though they claim to be
sensitive to noise, they certainly aren't averse to making it.   Also, the building is located at the crux of
a busy intersection and under the flight path of Regan National Airport.  There is quite a lot of
ambient noise from traffic, car stereos, and planes, so they can't have hoped to live in bucolic silence
when they moved there. 

To close, there are three provisions outlined below that Classical Movements is particularly hoping to
achieve.  The logic of their requests is reasonable and consistent with norms accepted at similar
venues.  Therefore, I urge you to approve this application out of fairness and in view of the potential
benefit to the community as a whole.

1)     Change of hours for our outdoor live entertainment to be permitted daily between 10am
and 10pm. (The current noise ordinance allows us 65 decibel limits for commercial
properties such as ours until 11pm daily and you can use power lawn equipment
every day from 7am to 9pm daily.)
This extension would be consistent with outdoor music at two similar venues within a block of
the Rectory – Lloyd House and Lee-Fendall House (both of which also have outdoor hours that
extend until midnight and 11pm respectively) – and will allow us to schedule concerts at more
convenient times and to avoid the hottest part of the day during the summer. This extension will
also allow us flexibility for more substantial and imaginative programs. Our current hours
are limited to 8pm on weekdays and 10am-9pm on Fri and Sat, which makes
scheduling concerts prohibitive and allows very little flexibility if a concert runs late or must be
delayed due to weather

http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


2)    Increase the maximum number of seats we are allowed
Similar venues Lloyd House and Carlyle House have capacities of 100, and Lee-Fendall is
allowed 125.  We can fit in 181 but we were limited to only 50 seats. We would be glad to get
to 125. Increasing our audience capacity will not only improve the financial viability of the
concert series, but it will also allow us to offer more free and discounted tickets to
underprivileged children, disabled veterans, senior citizens, first responders and others), and to
consider longer, more ambitious programs that preclude two seatings. We have monitored the
street parking throughout our concert series and documented ample empty spots.

3)    Remove the prohibition on amplification

No other venue is subject to such a restriction. Allowing light amplification will allow us to
more easily and clearly address the audience using a small microphone – including delivering
safety instructions. Spoken remarks are often hard to hear, especially with a mask and
particularly due to other noise from airplanes, traffic, birds, and so on. Most of our artists will
continue to perform without amplification, but in some instances, amplification will make it
easier to hear certain instruments – such as the lute and viola da gamba – and make it possible
to present programming that depends on amplification, such as some jazz ensembles or
contemporary compositions. We will still operate under the 65 decibel limit within the property
line. 

Respectfully, 

Tanya K. Lervik

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.




[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

Douglas Rosenthal <trombonedoug@gmail.com>
Fri 1/28/2022 7:34 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam Jackson <Adam@classicalmovements.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from trombonedoug@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

To Whom it May Concern,

I am an Alexandria City resident who is in strong support of the ability of Classical Movements to
thrive and provide us with unparalleled artistic experiences. While most arts organizations had to close
their doors throughout most of the pandemic thus far, Classical Movements has given our city the live
art that our souls have so desperately needed. Moreover, it's been great for nearby shops, restaurants,
and bars; many of us concert-goers go out for a night in Old Town after performances! Not to
mention, arts and culture account for a significant amount of middle class jobs. We all like to say we
support the middle class; this is a way for us to show it!

It's my understanding that there are three revisions in particular that they seek. First, to change the
hours for outdoor live entertainment to be allowed between 10am and 10pm. Second, to increase the
maximum number of seats. And third, to remove the prohibition on amplification. I am in favor of all
of these revisions! Classical Movements could expand their artistic operations and hire more artists,
and more of us could attend performances. 

It is in the entire city's best interest to approve every item of this application. Thank you!

Sincerely,
Douglas Rosenthal

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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[EXTERNAL]Support for Special Use Permit #2021-00119 - Classical Movements Outdoor
Concerts

Larry Milask <lmilask@ideatech.com>
Sat 1/29/2022 11:00 AM
To:  Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>; PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Sharron Milask <SMilask@ideatech.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lmilask@ideatech.com. Learn why this
is important

Dear Gloria,
 
Larry Milask and Sharron Milask (IDEA*TECH owners) would like to contribute our full support for the subject
outdoor concert application.
 
We have been avid classical music enthusiasts and participants in the Classical Movements (CM) concerts and
have also been business associates with CM for over 10 years. We have seen how important their concerts have
been to the cultural enhancement and enrichment of the Alexandria community.
 
We certainly support the requested modifications to the CM operational conditions such as extended hours to 10
PM, increased seating capacity, and reasonable amplification levels to 65 db. As a business owner in the city, we
also will contribute 4 parking spaces we have available at our office parking lot at 820 Gibbon Street for concert
participants.
 
We hope that the proposed sound proofing and other noise mitigation efforts being undertaken by CM will help
persuade the commission’s approval of the permit and allow CM to continue their wonderful and enriching series
of concerts.
 
Thank you for your consideration of this endorsement for the Classical Movements special permit.,
 
Larry and Sharron
 
 
Laurance J. Milask
 

Laurance J. Milask | CEO, General Manager
IDEA*TECH Associates
820 Gibbon Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
Office: 703-838-0200; Cell: (571) 455-6509
Email: lmilask@ideatech.com
Web:   www.ideatech.com 

Please consider the environmental impact of printing emails

 
 
 

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

Nicole Batts <nicolebatts@fitnesstogether.com>
Sun 1/30/2022 11:27 AM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam@classicalmovements.com <Adam@classicalmovements.com>; Johan van Zyl <johan@classicalmovements.com>

You don't often get email from nicolebatts@fitnesstogether.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Alexandria City Council and Planning Commission,
 
As a local business owner of Fitness Together in Alexandria, a small, women and minority owned
business that has served the Alexandria community for more than 16 years, I would like to express my
support for Classical Movements approval for a Special Use Permit (SUP). The SUP will allow
Classical Movements to expand its business offerings, during these challenging business conditions,
while also bringing support to local businesses, income to the City of Alexandria, and offering a safe
outdoor weekend of entertainment and beauty in the Secret Garden, for the Alexandria community to
distract from and cope with life’s challenges.  
 
Classical Movements is proving to be an integral and important part of the City of Alexandria.
Classical Movements has my support because during these challenging and unprecedented times
they continue to support and lend a helping hand to their community, the local music organizations
and musicians, its partners, and local businesses.
 
Over the past 2 years, I have developed a partnership with Classical Movements since they began
their unforgettable concerts and fundraising events in the beautiful Secret Garden. I have personally
attended events and will attend more in 2022. In 2022, I also plan to attend with my colleagues for
opportunities to enhance collaboration and teamwork and to unwind and de-stress. There is not a
better event to share with my community to enhance morale and provide a fun work environment.
 
Partnering with Classical Movements has also added value to my business and theirs. I’ve had the
opportunity to sponsor concerts and donate complimentary personal training sessions for an auction.
These opportunities provided Fitness Together visibility in the Alexandria community as well as
thousands of dollars in additional business and multiple new members. Maintaining a friendship and
partnership with Classical Movements is invaluable. I look forward to this partnership continuing in
2022 to continue to grow our businesses.
 
Furthermore, in order to maximize the numerous advantages that Classical Movements concerts
provide, it is imperative that more of the community has access to these exceptional and rare
experiences and events in Old Town Alexandria. Allowing an increase in seating capacity to their
available 125-seats, extending their live entertainment daily hours to between 10am and 10pm, and
removing the prohibition on amplification can only enhance the experience for those in attendance
and provide increased brand visibility for businesses like mine, Fitness Together Alexandria.
 
Additionally, my support for and belief in the importance of Classical Movements to this community, I
will continue to offer and give consent for the use of 4 of Fitness Together Alexandria’s parking
spaces. The four spaces are authorized for use during any and all events organized by Classical
Movements. The four spots are located in front of Suite 106, Fitness Together Alexandria’s main
entrance, at 300 N. Washington Street building. 
 
Again, I strongly support Classical Movements and their Special Use Permit. I am extremely grateful
for their support and look forward to our continued partnership.
 
 

http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Sincerely, 
 
 
Nicole
-- 


Fitness Together - Alexandria

Nicole Batts / Owner 
nicolebatts@fitnesstogether.com / (c) 704.905.6947
Fitness Together - Alexandria
(o) 703.683.0777 

300 N. Washington Street, Suite 106, Alexandria, VA 22314 

fitnesstogether.com/alexandria

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

Leyla Johnson <leylacjohnson@gmail.com>
Sun 1/30/2022 5:02 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>; Neeta Helms
<Neeta@classicalmovements.com>; Johan van Zyl <Johan@classicalmovements.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from leylacjohnson@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important

To Whom It May Concern,

 

We are writing in support of Classical Movements and their Sounds of Hope and Harmony concert
series. We live one block away, near the corner of Princess and Alfred, and one of the reasons we
bought the house last May (403A N. Alfred St) was that we discovered this amazing concert series a
short walk away. Neeta and Johan have built up their touring business over decades, building
connections with world-class musicians, and Alexandria can now benefit from these connections with
this amazing concert series, one that probably would never have started without the pandemic but
which could now become one of the jewels of Alexandria's cultural scene. The musicians who perform
at the Rectory are accustomed to playing to much larger crowds and in much larger venues, so this
concert series is truly one-of-a-kind. We have never seen artists of this caliber perform for such small
audiences across a diversified program.

 

We attend every concert that we are able to and often turn it into a night out by walking down to King
St for dinner either before or after the show. One of the absolute highlights of 2021 for us was seeing
The Magic Flute performed as part of their Young Artists program, and we have the first weekend of
June circled on our calendar right now for The Marriage of Figaro. Every time we have out of town
visitors, we walk with them to a performance as part of a night out on the town - a good reason to
help them also discover the restaurants and shops that are all within walking distance of the Rectory.

 

Over the course of multiple shows, we grew to know Neeta and Johan better and were surprised to
learn that they have been having to fight for the right to keep doing performances and to have more
flexible times. (The starting times for the concerts are uncomfortably early for people on regular
working hours.) It's an amazing boon for the local community and will certainly bring in visitors from
outside Alexandria as their reputation grows. The performances we have attended have all been at
moderate volumes typical for classical music ensembles so it is hard to believe that there have ever
been complaints about noise.

 

We hope that their Special Permit is approved, and we hope that the concerts become an important
cultural institution for the City of Alexandria.

 

http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Best,

Leyla Johnson

CEO/Creative Director

mohawkgames.com

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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[EXTERNAL]In Support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119

Davidson Family <davidson_family@comcast.net>
Sun 1/30/2022 8:05 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Adam@classicalmovements.com <Adam@classicalmovements.com>

You don't often get email from davidson_family@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

Dear Planning and Zoning staff of the Planning Commission and City Clerk for the City of Alexandria,

We are writing in support of Classical Movements’ application for a Special Use Permit #2021-00119.  We
attended four concerts this past season and found them to be quite wonderful.  The level of performance
was extremely high and the setting in the patio area was beautiful and really contributed to our enjoyment of
the musical program.  Our typical pattern was to attend a concert and then cap-off the experience with a
delicious dinner on (or near) King St.  With all the restrictions and prohibitions so common since the start of
the pandemic, we found this outlet to be a unique joy indeed.


We live just two blocks up from Classical Movements, on the 500 block of North Columbus Street.  Honestly
the background noise level in this part of Old Town is extremely high!  Between airplanes, fire trucks, buses
and other normal traffic noise, residents here are constantly exposed to the cacophony of modern life. We
have found that the low level of additional sound provided at the Classical Movements concerts we attended
to be soothing in comparison.

We are aware that Classical Movements is seeking three revisions to the Special Use Permit under which they
have operated, and we believe that all of them are worthwhile and justifiable.  We hope they will get
your approval.  It only seems fair that the regulations under which Classical Movements’ operates would
mirror those of other outdoor music venues located close by, these being Lloyd House and Lee-Fendall
House. We believe their hours should be extended and that light amplification should be allowed, especially if
they agree to abide by the 65 decibel restriction.  Finally, there is pretty of room in Classical Movements'
outdoor space for additional seating and we support the idea of increasing the maximum number of seats
allowed from its current limit of 50.

We chose to live in Alexandria for the many benefits it offers; we now consider the concert series at Classical
Movements among those benefits.  We are enthusiastically supportive of the SUP Application #2021-00119
in hopes that it will get your support as well.

Most sincerely,
Steve and Erica Davidson
535 N Columbus Street
Alexandria, VA

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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Re: Special Use Permit #2021-00119 - corrected address

Hertzmf <hertzmf@gmail.com>
Mon 1/31/2022 8:01 AM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Anne Carlucci <carlucciam@aol.com>

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from hertzmf@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important at http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]


Please see attached correcting Classical Movements’ address to 711 (not 611) Princess Street.


Mitchell Hertz

202-841-1111

Sent from my iPad


> On Jan 30, 2022, at 3:02 PM, Mitchell Hertz <hertzmf@gmail.com> wrote:

>

> ﻿

> Dear Members of the City Council and the Planning Commission:

>

> We are writing in support of Classical Movements' Special Use Permit to allow concerts to continue in
the Rectory Garden at 711 Princess Street.  We also support the increase in available hours, increase in
seating capacity and allowing use of amplification.

>

> We had not been to Alexandria in more than a decade even though we live in DC.  With concert halls
and other performing arts venues shuttered due to the pandemic, we started attending Classical
Movements' concerts.  Not only have they provided a welcome dose of extraordinary music, they have
caused us to reconnect -- and fall in love with -- Alexandria.  Every concert has become a night on the
town as we enjoy restaurants, shopping and a walk along the waterfront.  We have now started
frequenting Alexandria even on non-concert days.

>

> Classical Movements is an extraordinary organization, providing access to world-class music.  That
alone is something we urge the City of Alexandria to support.  But Classical Movements is so much
more.  It supports young artists, promotes opportunities for underrepresented voices and helps make
our community more equal and more inclusive.  Through these concerts, we have had the opportunity to
support a young Venezuelan refugee (and music prodigy), Afghan classical musicians and many others
who have come to live in our community.  Classical Movements' work embodies the values of our
community.  As an aside, it is always a pleasure to see the residents of Sunrise Assisted Living sitting in
front of their open windows to enjoy the concerts.

>

> We appreciate that governmental decisions require a balancing of interests.  In this case, Classical
Movements is doing so much good for so many people while causing no disruption to the community. 
The balance clearly favors continuation and expansion of these concerts.  Please continue to support the
growth of this extraordinary community resource.

>

> Thank you for your consideration.

>
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> Mitchell Hertz and Anne Carlucci

> 202/841-1111




[EXTERNAL]Special Use Permit 2021-00119 Classical Movements

guyvl <guylamolinara@gmail.com>
Mon 1/31/2022 10:31 AM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>

1 attachments (16 KB)
In re Special Use Permit 2021 2-1-22 Meeting.docx;

Dear Members of the Planning Commission:

Please see my attached letter and acknowledge receipt.

Thank you,
Guy Lamolinara
411 N. Columbus St. 

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.




In re Special Use Permit 2021-00119 

711 Princess Street, Classical Movements 

 

Dear Members of the Planning Commission: 

 

I am writing to express my objection to the continuance of the Special Use Permit for Classical 

Movements and ask that the zoning be returned to its proper designation, as it has for as long as I 

have lived in my home, which is since 1987. 

This property has always operated as a business office, and its current use as an entertainment 

space/party venue is not in keeping with the residential character of this neighborhood in which 

the other surrounding businesses operate on a daytime schedule and produce no external sound 

that infringes on the property rights of others. Classical Movements’ property is simply too small 

to accommodate what they are trying to do. 

My neighbors David and Sue Fritz at 409 N. Columbus and my wife and I at 411 N. Columbus 

are the only property owners directly affected by the frequent concerts and other events that 

make it impossible for us to enjoy our home and patio when these concerts  -- all of which 

exceed allowable decibel levels – occur.  

None of the other supporters of these concerts are directly affected by them. Their comments 

should therefore be discounted. These people from as far away as the District of Columbia have 

every reason to be in favor of these events. What they say is therefore irrelevant. 

The issue before you is not one related to the merits of this music; the issue relates directly to the 

rights of homeowners adjacent to 711 Princess who must endure the disturbance of these 

frequent concerts, weddings and other gatherings that sound as if they are taking place inside our 

homes.  

Classical Movements often sets up its players next to our adjacent fence. That means these 

concerts take place 15 feet from our homes. It is impossible to sit in our nearby rooms to read a 

book, watch television or simply just have a conversation. We are forced to move to the front of 

the house, but even there, the sound interrupts our space. In fact, these concerts can be heard 

when one is outside on North Columbus Street. And, we can’t even think of sitting outside to 

have dinner and a conversation. The sound is simply too loud.  

Classical Movements has repeatedly violated the stipulations of the SUP, both in decibel levels 

as well as the time when these concerts are allowed. They frequently run later than allowed, and 

the weddings often use amplified music.  

Classical Movements has embarrassed me in front of my friends by holding up signs during their 

concerts telling us to keep our voices down when we are conversing on my patio.  

They will say or do anything to get what they want, as evidenced by their past errant behavior.  



For example: 

• They have falsely accused me in the local paper of purposely disturbing the concerts 

because, perhaps, I am sweeping my patio and the movement of chairs disturbs their 

concerts.  

• They claim I play my music just to interfere with theirs.  

• They wrote in their newspaper letter that my neighbor at 409 N. Columbus supports their 

concerts when this is obviously not true. 

• They claim there is still ample parking in the neighborhood when their events occur. 

• None of this is true. There is, in fact, no parking for residents returning to their homes 

during these events. Attendees are not taking public transportation. The closest Metro 

station is a mile away. Classical Movements’ claims to the contrary defy logic: Who 

would take Metro and walk a mile to these concerts (and back) when they know they can 

use residential parking without fear of ticketing? The closest public parking, which 

accommodates no more than 30 cars, is at the corner of St. Asaph and Cameron – 

nowhere near 711 Princess. 

What Classical Movements objects to is that I am simply using my property as I have every right 

to. If you read between the lines of what Classical Movements is saying it is this: The property 

owners at 409 and 411 N. Columbus should cede their rights to Classical Movements whenever 

Classical Movements is holding an event. No amount of noise abatement will ameliorate this 

situation. 

So far, Classical Movements has violated their special status without consequence. For you to 

renew their permit – and even extend it to ridiculous levels in terms of numbers of attendees, 

lateness of activity and use of amplifiers – would only serve as a “reward” for their utter 

disregard for the rights of their neighbors and serve as an invitation to go even further.  

I respectfully ask that you deny their request. 

 

Guy Lamolinara 

411 N. Columbus St. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 31, 2022 

Dear Nathan Macek, Chair, Alexandria Planning Commission, 

 

This email is City staff’s response to the concerns and suggestions raised by the Chair in your letter to 

the City Council as a result of the Classical Movement SUP discussion at the Planning Commission. 

With respect to your first concern regarding a 60 decibel standard for commercial uses being too low, 

this issue was addressed in the revised noise code by increasing the commercial standard to 65 decibels 

for the hours between 7 AM to 11 PM and retaining the 60 decibel standard between 11 PM and 7 AM. 

Regarding your concerns with the Administration of the Existing Noise Ordinance and the difference 

between Classical Movements and similar outdoor events at places such as Carlyle House, Lloyd House 

and the Lee-Fendall House, the main difference is that Classical Movements requested an SUP where 

the primary use is an outdoor live entertainment concert venue, while the house museums hold 

occasional concerts and weddings with music, which are considered accessory zoning uses, as they often 

occur no more than once a month. Also in most cases, they do not request a noise permit from the City 

to allow them to exceed the noise standard. The museums do not have SUPs as they existed prior to 

zoning ordinance changes that would have required one or, later, did not permit the use. Nonetheless, 

the three reported that they regularly self-monitor the noise levels at outdoor music events and inform 

performers that noise levels must be reduced if they exceed the noise code. Although outdoor concerts 

have not occurred since March 2020 and may cease altogether moving forward at the Lloyd House, any 

musician not complying with the noise code was asked in the past to cease their performance. Perhaps 

the self-monitoring of the house museum operators and the infrequency of events has resulted in staff 

having not received noise complaints about the museums’ events. Had noise become an issue with 

nearby residents, staff would have initiated appropriate enforcement which may include a noise 

mitigation plan with them in the absence of SUP conditions.  

Staff regularly requests applicants of noise permits to notify and reach out to neighbors prior to the 

issuance of a noise permit.  In the case of Classical Movements, staff did apparently request that 

signatures be collected as part of the notification process, due to the fact that there had already been 

noise complaints and there was an SUP application filed.  Staff agrees the collection of signatures may 

be overly burdensome and will not request such documentation in similar situations in the future. 

The issuance of noise permits is specifically intended to allow for temporary activities whether for 

construction or for an event where compliance with the standard or hours cannot be achieved or 

maintained.  In the case of Classical Movements, staff was willing to issue a permit to allow for their 

events to continue, while the SUP was pending.  However, staff continues to believe that a regular 

occurring primary use activity such as the outdoor live entertainment in the case of Classical 

Movements, should comply with the noise code and not be issued a long-term permit to routinely 

exceed permitted decibel standards. 

During the noise code revision process staff did make every effort to research noise codes in other 

jurisdictions and did incorporate changes where appropriate, such as increasing the commercial noise 

standard and utilizing a plainly audible standard for residential areas after 11 PM.  



 Finally, I can assure you that from an administration and noise enforcement perspective, City staff 

applies and enforces the code equitably and consistently, regardless of the property ownership. 

Sincerely,  

Bill Skrabak, Deputy Director 

Department of Transportation & Environmental Services 



Messages of support re: Classical Movements Special Use Permit #2021-00119

Adam Jackson <Adam@classicalmovements.com>
Mon 1/31/2022 4:55 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Neeta Helms <Neeta@classicalmovements.com>; Johan van Zyl <Johan@classicalmovements.com>; Sara Casar <Sara@classicalmovements.com>

Dear Planning Commission and Ms. Sitton,
 
In support of our SUP Application (#2021-00119), which will be reviewed by the Planning Commission on February 1 and by the City Council on February 12, we
wanted to share the following selected personal messages sent to Classical Movements’ Founder and President Neeta Helms.
 
These are excerpted from approximately 600 comments and messages made on a number of occasions with relevance to our concert series, including the
nomination of Neeta in December 2021 as one of Musical America’s Top 31 Professionals of 2021 – an honor granted to her in large part due to her innovative
leadership of this concert series in Alexandria and tireless advocacy for live music during the pandemic:
 
Name Title Comment

Ann Stahmer Former Executive Director, City Choir of Washington,
Singer, Concert Presenter and Producer

Neeta, the music community is stronger because you and Johan, in p
you for everything you have done and continue to do for all of us.

Alexandria Crichlow Soprano Soloist, Opera Singer, Secret Garden Concert
Artist

The organization that’s allowed me the incredible experience to see 
Movements🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉!!!

Steve Houk TV Show Host, Journalist, Zebra TV, Living on Music You deserve every second of the recognition my sweet friend! Here, 
your accomplishments! https

Amy Frost Baumgarten Principal Cello, Kennedy Center Opera House Orchestra A community treasure- both the people and the setting!!

Sara MacKimmie Singer, Secret Garden Concert Artist Congratulations on all the success you’ve built! I feel honored to get

Rick Barber Double Bass player, National Symphony Orchestra, Secret
Garden Concert Artist

Love everything you do and happy to have been along on a little bit o

Anna Bergman Opera & Broadway Singer, Made Alexandria Debut at the
Secret Garden

Neeta Helms, Scott and I are over the moon thrilled that you have b
Johan for giving me my first live concert engagement during Covid. 

Carolyn Fuller Board Member, Alexandria Symphony Orchestra Congratulations! We look forward to many, many more years with y
the world would dim without CM and you two.

Anne Midgette Former, Chief Music Critic Washington Post So well deserved; so proud of you! Congratulations

Aaron Janse Musician Minnosota Orchestra Congrats! You have definitely made the world a better place - many 

Cynthia Steele Former Director of Operations, National Symphony
Orchestra

It was so wonderful! I had tears in my eyes when I heard live music 
I had brought with me in the car. Thank you!

Grace Cho Pianist, Organist, Executive Director New Orchestra of
Washington

This looks absolutely amazing. Your imagination has no limits!

Norma Dugger Choral Singer, Former Board Member Choral Arts Society,
regular audience member of the Secret Garden Series

You deserve every word of this recognition and I am thrilled to be cl

David Wilson President, Morgan State University  Congratulations  Neeta! You’re the best! And this recognition is so w

Rémie Christ Yale University Alumna You have done a beautiful thing for so many people with these conce

Deborah Norris Mello Choral Director Congratulations to you and the fantastic company you have built!! H
Movements so wonderful!

Dhilanthi Fernando Choral Conductor and Pianist, Teacher of Music What a lovely and creative idea you had with these outdoor concerts

Rémie Christ Yale University Alumna Brava! Your setting looks so heavenly!

Dhilanthi Fernando Choral Conductor and Pianist, Teacher of Music A testament to vision and grit.

Doreen Rao Multi-Grammy Award-Winning Choral Conductor,
Arranger, Professor of University of Toronto

This is GREAT news, and completely appropriate and well deserved

Elize Vd Merwe South Africa Congrats you all are amazing truly a wonderful force of joy around t

Ellen Dinwiddie Smith Musician, French Horn Minnesota Orchestra Well deserved! You are my hero!

Grace Cho Executive Director, New Orchestra of Washington This should be a book. Thank you for all you do!

Mark Alberta President, Yale Alumni Chorus, Board member,
Washington DC Legal Affairs Office

There has been quite a buzz about all the wonderful and daring and 
Wasteland! Kudos Neeta!



Melynda Dovel Wilcox President of the Board, Alexandria Symphony Orchestra It was a spectacular way to end the season!

Grace Cho Executive Director, New Orchestra of Washington You built a legacy and a movement through Classical Movements. C

Howard Spendelow Professor Georgetown University, Choral Singer Don’t forget the concert I attended was the first choral live performa

Jan Childress Choral Singer Love the Secret Garden and looking forward to more beautiful event

Janet Horvath Former Principal Cellist, Minnesota Orchestra, Author,
Journalist

Neeta you have already my undying admiration. This adds layers of 

Jen Keavy Marketing Manager Orchestra Yes! Congrats, Neeta! Totally deserved--I've admired all you've done

Joan Stockton Alexandria resident You are amazing!!! Making such a difference in the lives of others

John Nardolillo Director of Orchestras , University of Kentucky and
Artistic Director, Prague Summer Nights Young Artist
Festival

Neeta Helms, we could not be more thrilled to be heading back to bo
Festival!! Thanks for everything you have done to make this amazin

Jon Eisenberg  Wow. Amazing stuff. Congratulations  on such work in a very difficu

Kelly MacConomy Culture Editor, The Zebra Magazine Neeta Helms wow!

Laura Colgate Concert Mistress, National Philarmonic Orchestra and
Artistic Director Boulanger Initiative

CM has added so much joy and beauty to the world, even when it’s e

Linda Moxley Former Executive Director, Baltimore Choral Arts,
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra

It looks beautiful, magical, warm and toasty, with everyone getting t

Malabika Shaw Therapist You guys are so brilliant, so creative and so industrious. Absolutely r

Marianna Prjevalskaya Concert Pianist, Secret Garden Concert Series Artist It was memorable, thank you for inviting me to perform!!

Mimi Rottiers Audience member, Secret Garden Concert Series So wonderful! Thank you Neeta, Johan & Alessandra! We have enjo

Nicolette Driehuys Oppelt Principal Flute-National Philharmonic and Maryland
Symphony and Washington Concert Opera and Amadeus
Orchestra and Virginia Chamber Orchestra

It was a magical evening, thank you so much!!

Ann Stahmer Former Executive Director, City Choir of Washington,
Singer, Concert Presenter and Producer

Neeta and Johan, a mere thanks is inadequate for all you and your s
during the pandemic. Giving artists the opportunity to do what they

zNirupama Rao Former Indian Ambassador to the United States, Singer,
Founder and Artistic Director of the South Asian
Symphony Orchestra

Heartiest Congratulations, Neeta on this recognition of the work don

Norma Dugger Choral Singer, Former Board Member Choral Arts Society,
regular audience member of the Secret Garden Series

They were wonderful!!

Patricia Silver Artist Management Fabulous! 

Preeti Reddy CEO Market Analytics and Research Firm Well deserved !  Congratulations

Rémie Christ Yale University Alumna Congratulations! The world is a better, richer place because you all a

Dietlinde Maazel Owner and Artistic Director Castleton Festival, Virginia
and Professor of German Lieder, Rutgers

You could not have said it better, Neeta! Over the thousands of year
"Götterdämmerungs-Phase"! Keep doing the beautiful work you do 

Scott Mello Opus 3 Artists Congrats!

Simon Woods President, The League Of American Orchestras !!!! Wonderful news and much deserved!

Sri N Srivatsa Choir Member Heartiest congratulations and best wishes for this recognition and y

Chantal Balestri Classical Pianist, Artistic Director of a festival You absolutely deserve it. We never met, but I follow you quietly her
do. Greetings from Italy

Thomas C. Duffy Yale University The might of right prevails! Congrats!



Cynthia Steele Acoustician, Threshold Acoustics and Concert Production Your work will be so important as the world resumes travel and perf

Vijay Venkatesh Concert Pianist, Secret Garden Concert Series Artist Congratulations !! So happy for you 

Catherine Clarke Nardolillo Professor of Voice, Head of Voice Programs Prague
Summer Nights

Thank you, Neeta, for all you and your team do to make this happen
again this summer!

Suzanne Stephan Neely Doug Sheldon Concert Artists Happy birthday Classical Movements!Neeta, I love following your cr
work!

Aaron Jensen Music Director-Schitts Creek TV Show, Composer, Singer,
Song-writer,

 I wish I could raise a toast to you and your team in person. Classica
touched so many lives, and will continue to do so. Here's to all the ex

Ann Stahmer Former Executive Director, City Choir of Washington,
Singer, Concert Presenter and Producer

YAY!!! You have been recognized for your hard work for the DC mus
music concerts during this challenging time.

Thank you for including with the other additional materials. If you have any questions or problems, please don’t hesitate to be in touch.
 
All best,
 

Adam Jackson

Artistic Planning & Executive Assistant to the President, Ms. Neeta Helms

1-703-683-6040, ext. 201
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[EXTERNAL]Messages of support of Classical Movements' SUP Application #2021-00119,
received from Sunrise residents and staff

Adam Jackson <Adam@classicalmovements.com>
Mon 1/31/2022 5:04 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  Neeta Helms <Neeta@classicalmovements.com>; Johan van Zyl <Johan@classicalmovements.com>; Sara Casar
<Sara@classicalmovements.com>

Dear Planning Commission and Ms. Sitton,
We have previously submitted an older version of this document of messages from residents and staff at
Sunrise in support of our SUP Application #2021-00119, but have since received several additional
messages that are incorporated in the attached version.
 
Would you please include this updated version in the materials for the Planning Commission and City
Council hearings?
 
Please let me know if you have any trouble with the file or any questions.
 
Thank you very much for your attention and assistance!
 
All best,
 

Adam Jackson

Artistic Planning & Executive Assistant to the President, Ms. Neeta Helms

1-703-683-6040, ext. 201
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DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GBIKnAv12NCJtW1RoNHO-SjF4wmdiLej5NiE2hqiymyaD8VHQYbJ4nX35eJpXTS6N3pNoOWF4e1iZH2oV4Jn6QAgsAWKmy85C2wZjftngkuages9VC7m7NbtPNxihotIJMuPcNzIuRF20ubEbVVGFprzwpR8STtjDIDoMSS1xkQ%3D%26c%3DrfI-Q3YyXZ4zBldbf5lhVp0b4re7x2wQw_nszJ5jfMaJhGO1ZGEqbQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D9jvXClDd5-wezJQKHXf3Q8eVD41lka_A3R6B5leZ6gtvVFziVdXWIg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C3de1795115fb4c65cc0b08d9e5055602%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637792634557920958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=7ZLn7vxOyvVDQ%2BKzI5PoNKz7DNfwVCGAjn7Hm1NJI%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GBIKnAv12NCJtW1RoNHO-SjF4wmdiLej5NiE2hqiymyaD8VHQYbJ4qysN627FJWBtjUCruOnulGLIhaQM-jL5D8k4RvLzq3uM8drgvwMp1wI0X4vTPJwUjoqTcFXs8bZX-CcHEf3Bc79kjC3G1wEn8vG__IxZCQR7LapufHF-oMOglWWMUEteg%3D%3D%26c%3DrfI-Q3YyXZ4zBldbf5lhVp0b4re7x2wQw_nszJ5jfMaJhGO1ZGEqbQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D9jvXClDd5-wezJQKHXf3Q8eVD41lka_A3R6B5leZ6gtvVFziVdXWIg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7CPlanComm%40alexandriava.gov%7C3de1795115fb4c65cc0b08d9e5055602%7Cfeaa9b3143754aeeadccc76ad32a890b%7C0%7C0%7C637792634557920958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=B3DCJWcXzspBHYck4z1r7kCDjQqJFQ4v5lS4kVLldec%3D&reserved=0
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In addition to notes from Sunrise Senior Living staff, Classical Movements has received 

expressions or messages of support and appreciation from the following Sunrise residents: 

 Winifred and Jim Anderson (attended our November 9, 2021 concert) [418]  

 Jane Christ [203] 

 Carla Dulaney 

 Cynthia Ford  

 Norman Mausoff (attended our November 9, 2021 concert) [229 

 Candace Thomas and her children Troy & Paula Thomas (who have attended concerts 

often)  

 Jill Tracey 

 Bernadette Troy 

See selected messages, attached. 
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As a resident of the Sunrise of Old Town, I totally enjoy your musicians giving us the best quality 

music as a neighbor. Looking forward to 2022, 

Carla 

 

 

Dear Mr. Van Zyl, 

I write on behalf of my husband, James, and me in support of your ongoing musical 

presentations. One of the most enjoyable evenings we have had since moving to Sunrise was the 

quartet of French horns from the National Symphony. In addition, many nights when we are 

unable to  attend your presentations in the courtyard, the music floats up to us in our bedroom. 

Thank you for your work to bring fine music to Old Town, Alexandria. 

Sincerely yours, 

Winifred Anderson 

 

 

Dear Neeta: On behalf of the entire Sunrise team, we wanted to express our most joyful 

congratulations on being named one of Musical America’s Top 30 Professionals of the Year! We 

are so grateful for our lovely partnership with you. Your team is full of incredible talent. This 

special reward and recognition is more than well deserved! Team Sunrise is for you 100%! 

Congratulations! 

Julie, Lisa, Stephany & Maya 

 

Just a note to tell you a number of your senior neighbors at Sunrise enjoy your concerts from 

our rooms. We look forward to a new season.  

Jill T. Tracey [103] 
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From: Jane Christ  

Date: January 17, 2022 at 8:03:23 PM EST 

Cc: Carla Dulaney 

Subject: Thank you note to Johan van Zyl 

 

I am a resident at Sunrise , Old Town and would like to thank you for the summer concerts that 
we all enjoy from our patio next to your concert hall. I hope they will continue next summer. 

As a college student I used to be an usherette at the Robin hood Dell in Philadelphia in the 
patrons section of the Dell  and saw at that time how wonderful outdoor concerts can be.  

Unfortunately I could not get the e/mail address directed to Mr. van Zyl in person. 

With sincere appreciation,  

Jane Christ  

 

From: Jane Christ 

Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:59 AM 

To: Johan van Zyl 

Subject: Enjoyment of the out door concerts 

Many of us at Sunrise Senior Living enjoy and look forward to the concerts next door to our Senior 

residence . We hope you can continue in the next program year. 

I used to be (in my younger years,) an usherette for the Philadelphia Orchestra during their summer 

concerts at the Robin Hood Dell in Philadelphia. There was a small paying section for orchestra 

benefactors and a large section for the public on the hill who could enjoy with publicly obtainable free 

tickets. Needless to say this was much appreciated and well-attended. 

Your concerts offer us much the same Benefit. 

Jane Christ  

Sunrise Senior Living, Old Town 

From: Carla Dulaney 

Sent: Friday, January 14, 2022 10:27 AM 

To: Johan van Zyl 

Subject: Re: Jan 11 

Jan 14 
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I wanted to let you know that there’s 2 note cards at our front desk for you to pickup when convenient. I 

have made contact with a few other residents so there might be more.  

We have a lot of new residents who may not even know about the Secret Garden, and we have a very 

small directory, as well as a very limited number of people who are computer savvy! 

Just wanted to give you a update, Carla 

Sent from Carla’s iPad 

 

From: Carla Dulaney 

Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 10:09 PM 

To: Johan van Zyl 

Subject: Jan 11 

Again, how can I help keep your license, any address that I can write to? Whatever, please let me know.  

It’s Carla, a Sunrise resident, who enjoys your performances, even the private ones from the other side 

of the fence. 😉 

I did sign up for your emails…if it didn’t work please add me: carladulaney6@gmail.com 

 

Sent from Carla’s iPad 

 

Dear Neeta and Johan, 

The concert last night of French Horn players was an absolute delight. The four men so 

obviously were having fun and it was contagious with the audience!  

Jim, my husband, and I are fortunate ones at Sunrise whose windows overlook your courtyard. 

We go to sleep hearing your music. 

Thank you for a lovely evening. 

Sincerely yours, 

Win Anderson 

 

  

mailto:carladulaney6@gmail.com


Re: Classical Movements SUP for Live Concerts at 711 Princess Street, Alexandria VA
(Special Use Permit #2021-00119

Remy Vallerand-Parisi <remymvp@gmail.com>
Mon 1/31/2022 7:38 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>
Cc:  adam@classicalmovements.com <adam@classicalmovements.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from remymvp@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

Dear City Planning Commission,

Re: Classical Movements SUP for Live Concerts at 711 Princess Street, Alexandria VA
(Special Use Permit #2021-00119

1. In 2020 as soon as the pandemic started I was lucky when I was occasionally hired to help 
with production of the Concerts presented by Classical Movements. This was the 
only work I could find. I saw how carefully the concerts were planned, how we had to clean and 
sanitize the chairs, wipe the equipment, the door knobs inside the rooms in the entire building, 
housed the musicians in clean rooms, cleaned the bathrooms, put out tarps for the sunshine, put 
sings all over the walkway and entrance about COVID protocol, sentencing and hand sanitizing 
stations all over. We took temperatures, we wore masks, we made sure the musicians and audience 
had a good and safe experience. 

2. The musicians did not have any chance to perform anywhere else, many said they had 
played live music with others and for others for the first time in 3 months, 6 months, later even 15 
months.

3. I could not believe that after using a keyboard for the concerts (easy to drag out in the rain and 
move around), not needing tuning, suddenly in 2021 we had to have a big and heavy piano for 
concerts. More than anyone else I was always helping move the piano. It is a heavy piano and 
required three of us to do this and an expensive piano tuner each time we moved it. 
As a pianist myself I can tell you that one can moderate a keyboard and keep it soft. 
There is no reason to limit amplification in this arbitrary way.

4. I enjoyed the jazz, opera, chamber music, cabaret, small choirs, American banjo music and all the 
other varieties of music during each concert. But some instruments are so soft, they 
need amplification. Spanish guitar, for example, in the outdoors. I made recordings and 
videos (one of my jobs was to be a cameraman) and one could not even hear some of the 
instruments.

5. As a young person not allowed to visit anyone’s homes, during the pandemic, this 
was the only time I met people for several months.

6. On hot summer days last year, with concerts stopping at 8pm, we had to then spend 
hours putting sun sails up.  All one needed to do was start a bit later as normal concerts do.

7. Sometimes with thunderstorms and floods even, the audience and musicians concerts were 
under potential threat and we had no option to delay much because of the early end 
time. 

I hope you will continue these concerts and make some basic changes. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

R. Vallerand
6125 Stegen Drive, Alexandria VA

http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Student, Violinist, Pianist and Cellist



[EXTERNAL]Re; Classical Movements SUP

Max Parisi <maxvparisi@gmail.com>
Mon 1/31/2022 8:31 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>; Gloria Sitton <Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov>;
Adam@classicalmovements.com <Adam@classicalmovements.com>

Some people who received this message don't often get email from maxvparisi@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

Dear City Planning Commission,


Re: Classical Movements SUP for Live Concerts at 711 Princess Street, Alexandria VA

(Special Use Permit #2021-00119


In 2020 when the pandemic started I was a senior in High School in Alexandria and the

last three months of my school years were spent indoors and away from all my friends. We

had a drive-by graduation! In June 2020 I started helping out at The Rectory on Princess

Street and helped put up the concerts, clean the garden, prune bushes, paint and fix up

the area to start hosting concerts. These were the first live concerts in the entire country.

I have studied Violin and piano and played in an Orchestra for years and years and it was

great to listen to these amazing musicians, the best in the world, play here for a few

people who suddenly had one place to go to when everything was shut down all over the

world.

I write to support these concerts. In fall 2020 I moved to College and now live out of

State at University for 9 months of the year. When I came back home in May 2021, I saw

that Classical Movements no longer could use a keyboard, and now we're forced to use a

piano even for jazz and Broadway music concerts. There was a day in summer 2021 when

three of us had moved the piano out, under the tarp and the skies opened up and there

was an enormous thunderstorm. It was not predicted. The artists had arrived and the

audience started to come so the concert was moved indoors at the last minute in a tight

space. Two of us then spent an hour pushing rain off the tarp so it did not collapse and

ruin the piano which we were incapable of moving by ourselves. We finally managed to

get this done when a third person was able to help. It made no sense that they could not

use a keyboard for a Jazz Concert in June. Apparently, this is because of an arbitrary rule

that no amplification is allowed. Of course, a keyboard cannot be played without being

connected to some electrical outlet and has a speaker. Honestly please remove such

random rules in the permit.

As a young person when I go around King Street and all over Old Town now, there are

many buskers, out-of-tune bands, and rock and roll music coming out of every corner. I

cannot understand why classical music is controlled and other people who are truly loud

can do whatever they want. When I come back this summer of 2022, I am hoping to be

able to help out again and hear beautiful music again.

I hope you will continue these concerts and make some basic changes to unreasonable rules.

And by the way, it is shocking that the neighbor who caused all the trouble in the first place

plays loud music during all concerts. Thank you for your consideration.


Max Parisi

703 679 0997, Alexandria VA


http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


University Student and former Violinist and Pianist


DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.




[EXTERNAL]Special Use Permit #2021-00119

Linda Bunce <lindabunce@aol.com>
Mon 1/31/2022 11:06 PM
To:  PlanComm <PlanComm@alexandriava.gov>

You don't often get email from lindabunce@aol.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Planning & Zoning Staff,
I am writing on behalf of Classical Movements and their request for a Special Use Permit
which would allow concerts to continue in the Secret Garden.  I have attended many of the
concerts beginning in June 2020 and I cannot think of any one thing which has made more
of a difference in my life than being able to hear some of the very best musicians in the
Washington DC area in a lovely garden setting.  The concerts have been a real highlight in
my life and even though other venues are now opening up, they cannot compare to the
unique setting which the Secret Garden offers.
 
I know Classical Movements has requested an extension of hours, an increase in the
number of seats allowed, and the removal of the amplification prohibition. I support their
request wholeheartedly.  The Secret Garden is a special gift to Alexandria and we can all
be grateful for the high quality of music it brings to our community.
 
Sincerely,
Linda Bunce

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.


http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification



