
Docket Item #17  
BAR CASE # 2017-00241 

BAR Meeting 
July 19, 2017 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations 

APPLICANT: Rebecca Spicer 

LOCATION:  737 Bernard Street 

ZONE:  RB/Townhouse 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application with the following conditions: 

1. The proposed Woodwright 400 Series, Fibrex-clad, double hung, multi-light wood
windows must otherwise comply with the Performance Specifications of the BAR’s 
adopted Window Policy; and 

2. Remove the non-complying shutters to meet the conditions of case BAR2004-0153.

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 
1. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a stamped copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for 
a building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or 
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information. 

2. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

3. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless
otherwise specifically approved.

4. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of
one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is
responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning
Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance
if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of historic
properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia Department
of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed project may
qualify for such credit 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to replace 
four steel casement windows with Anderson brand 400 Series Woodwright, Fibrex-clad double 
hung multi-light wood windows.  Two windows will be located on the front (south) and two on 
the rear (north) elevation.  
 
II. HISTORY 
737 Bernard Street is a two-story brick interior rowhouse unit constructed circa 1948 (Permit 
#4461, 12/27/1948).  This house is part of a flat front, five unit brick rowhouse building that sits 
at the north end of Michigan Avenue and forms a terminus for the community known as 
Fagelsons’s Addition, most of which was constructed in 1939 and 1940.  The area has been part 
of the historic district since the Old and Historic Alexandria District (OHAD) was originally 
established in 1946.  The OHAD boundaries extend 500’ either side of the centerline of the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway from First Street north to Four Mile Run but the five 20th 
century townhouses on Bernard Street were only included within the boundaries of the district to 
protect the memorial character of the viewshed from the Parkway.  Following the establishment 
of the historic district, the Mason Hall Apartments were constructed on West Abingdon Drive.  
This 1951 apartment complex completely screens views of Bernard Street from the Parkway.    
  
Prior Approvals 
BAR2004-0153: The Board unanimously approved a request for after-the-fact alterations with 
the conditions that the shutters are to be removed within six months of the date of the hearing but 
that the new cornice may remain.  The BAR noted that the applicant had bought the house with 
the cornice and shutters recently installed and that leaving the cornice was appropriate but that 
the shutters detracted from the simple lines of the house and should be removed. 

 
III. ANALYSIS 

The BAR often supports the use of modern materials on 20th century construction, on elevations 
with limited visibility from the public right-of-way, and where routine maintenance is difficult or 
impossible.  However, the Alexandria Boards of Architectural Review Window Policy states that: 
“High quality, appropriately detailed aluminum clad wood, wood composite, or fiberglass 
replacement windows may be used in both historic districts on buildings constructed after 1965, 
when these windows became commercially available.”  The proposed Fibrex-clad windows (Fibrex 
is Anderson’s trade name for their fiberglass composite material) are, therefore not appropriate 
on this age structure (1948) anywhere in the Old and Historic Alexandria District, though the 
BAR has approved Fibrex replacement windows on some nearby buildings, such as the 
Potowmac Crossing condominium buildings on north Washington, because the fiberglass 
composite material is strong and can be thin enough able to closely replicate the operation and 
appearance of historic steel sash.   
 
In addition to the cladding material, the operation of the windows is proposed to be changed 
from the original mid-20th century Modern style multi-light casement/picture windows with a 
fixed transom to a Colonial Revival, factory mulled, paired double-hung window configuration 
within the two existing masonry openings.  Of all building features, windows are probably the 
most character defining feature of the house and have been described as the eyes of a house.  
Changing the style of the fenestration can drastically change the appearance of a building.  For 
these reasons, nationally accepted preservation policy encourages window styles to reflect the 
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period of significance of that portion of the building.   In this particular case, the BAR’s prior 
approval of a dentiled cornice and simulated lintels above the windows begins to give the 
original simple Modern style building a vernacular Colonial Revival character, similar to what 
has been done to other buildings on this blockface.  While the design of the existing steel sash 
windows is handsome, and could be replicated in this same pattern and operation with fiberglass 
windows, these steel windows have been removed on almost every other building on Bernard 
Street and staff has no strong objection to altering the character of the windows in this specific 
location because the architectural context has already been significantly altered.  
 
For the BAR’s information only, on Recent (post 1931) residences located more than 15’ from 
the front property line, the Parker-Gray BAR’s residential Design Guidelines would permit 
administrative approval of replacement windows within the existing wall openings.  These 
windows may be made of any material, operation or configuration, so long as they do not contain 
tinted or reflective glass.  This broader view of replacement materials on recent buildings is 
intended to preserve the scale and character of the neighborhood rather than the hand-crafted 
fabric of individual historic structures.  The PG BAR also acknowledged that windows are an 
easily changed feature and that the original style windows can be replaced in the future, if 
desired.  The façade of the subject property on Bernard Street is located more than 15’ from the 
front property line.   
 
Staff supports the use of fiberglass composite replacement windows in the existing openings.  In 
this case, staff can support the use of modern materials on this 1948 structure because the subject 
property is only one property east of the OHAD boundary, the façade is set back from the front 
lot line and the entire dwelling is screened from the George Washington Memorial Parkway by 
Mason Hall Apartments.   
 
Shutters 
In researching past approvals for the property, staff discovered a previous BAR condition that 
has not been met.  A condition of the approval for case BAR2004-0153 was that the non-
complying shutters be removed within six months of the August 18, 2004 hearing, finding that 
the shutters, which are not functional and do not comply with the Design Guidelines, detracted 
from the simple lines of the house.  Staff recommends that the shutters be removed when the 
windows are replaced. 
 
 
STAFF 
Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
C-1 Proposed scope of work complies with zoning. 
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Code Administration 
C-1 A building permit, plan review and inspections are required for the alterations listed in 

BAR application. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 
R-1 The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 
 
R-2 Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
 

F-1 After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 
time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES) 
 

F-2 If the alley located at the rear of the parcel is to be used at any point of the construction 
process the following will be required: 
For a Public Alley - The applicant shall contact T&ES, Construction Permitting & 
Inspections at (703) 746-4035 to discuss any permits and accommodation requirements 
that will be required.  
For a Private Alley - The applicant must provide proof, in the form of an affidavit at a 
minimum, from owner of the alley granting permission of use. (T&ES) 
 

C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 
Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

 
C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 
 

C-3 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 
(T&ES) 
 

C-4 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 
etc. must be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 
Alexandria Archaeology  
No Comments Received  
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
 
1 – Supplemental Materials  
2 – Application for BAR 2017-0217: 737 Bernard St  
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RO Size = 5' 9 1/4" W x 4' 1 1/2" H   Unit Size = 5' 8 3/4" W x 4' 1" H

$ 0.00 $ 0.00Total: (includes Mull Charges of $ 0.00)

Qty Part Num Item Size Description Total Price Extended Price

Line Item #: Line Item Qty: Initial:
Location:

10001

'
 Composite Unit
 Part Number: 0000000
 Mulling Location: Job Site
 Mull Priority: Vertical
 Mulling Material: Narrow Mull
 Unit Code/Item Size: WDHI 34 3/8" x 49" - 0 Deg-WDHI 34 3/8" x 49" - 
 0 Deg
 Operation/Handing: AA-AA

Comments:

Qty Part Num Item Size Description Total Price Extended Price

'
 400 Series, WDHI Single Insert Units
 Unit Code/Item Size: WDHI 34 3/8" x 49" - 0 Deg
 Operation/Handing: AA
 Unit Sill Angle: 0 Degrees - Flat ( for 0 to 4 Degrees Sill)
 Exterior Color: White
 Interior Color: Pre-finished White
 Glass Type (Top): High Performance SmartSun Low-E4 Glass, Divided Light with Spacer, 
 Specified Equal Lite
 Glass Type (Bottom):  High Performance SmartSun Low-E4 Glass, Divided Light with 
 Spacer, Specified Equal Lite
 Interior Grille (Top): Grille, Interior, Permanently Applied, Prefinished White, 
 Specified Equal Lite, 3/4", Chamfer
 Exterior Grille (Top): Grille, Exterior, Permanently Applied, White, Specified Equal 
 Lite, 3/4", High Definition Chamfer
 Interior Grille (Bottom): Grille, Interior, Permanently Applied, Prefinished White, 
 Specified Equal Lite, 3/4", Chamfer
 Exterior Grille (Bottom): Grille, Exterior, Permanently Applied, White, Specified Equal 
 Lite, 3/4", High Definition Chamfer
 Grille Construction (Top/Bot): Divided Light with Spacer/Divided Light with Spacer
 Custom Lite Pattern (Top): 3W2H
 Custom Lite Pattern (Bot): 3W2H
 Insect Screens: Insect Screen, White
 Lock Hardware Style: Traditional
 Lock Color: White
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Zone: None
 U-Factor: 0.30,   SHGC: 0.19
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments:

Unit 1 of 2

QUOTE: 1296 Print Date: 07/13/2017 Page 2 Of    5 iQ Version: 17.0
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$ 0.00
_____________

$ 0.00 $ 0.00

1 0000000 WDHI 34 3/8" x 49"
- 0 Deg

Unit, Woodwright Insert Equal Sash, 
White/Pre-finished White, White/White Liner, AA 
Handing, High Performance SmartSun Low-E4, 
Divided Light with Spacer, Specified Equal Lite, 
3W2H, 3/4", White/Prefinished White, Permanently 
Applied, Chamfer/Chamfer (Each Sash), 2 Sash 
Locks, Traditional, White

$ 0.00$ 0.00

1 0000000 WDHI 34 3/8" x 49"
- 0 Deg

Full Insect Screen, White $ 0.00$ 0.00

$ 0.00 $ 0.00

Qty Part Num Item Size Description Total Price Extended Price

'
 400 Series, WDHI Single Insert Units
 Unit Code/Item Size: WDHI 34 3/8" x 49" - 0 Deg
 Operation/Handing: AA
 Unit Sill Angle: 0 Degrees - Flat ( for 0 to 4 Degrees Sill)
 Exterior Color: White
 Interior Color: Pre-finished White
 Glass Type (Top): High Performance SmartSun Low-E4 Glass, Divided Light with Spacer, 
 Specified Equal Lite
 Glass Type (Bottom):  High Performance SmartSun Low-E4 Glass, Divided Light with 
 Spacer, Specified Equal Lite
 Interior Grille (Top): Grille, Interior, Permanently Applied, Prefinished White, 
 Specified Equal Lite, 3/4", Chamfer
 Exterior Grille (Top): Grille, Exterior, Permanently Applied, White, Specified Equal 
 Lite, 3/4", High Definition Chamfer
 Interior Grille (Bottom): Grille, Interior, Permanently Applied, Prefinished White, 
 Specified Equal Lite, 3/4", Chamfer
 Exterior Grille (Bottom): Grille, Exterior, Permanently Applied, White, Specified Equal 
 Lite, 3/4", High Definition Chamfer
 Grille Construction (Top/Bot): Divided Light with Spacer/Divided Light with Spacer
 Custom Lite Pattern (Top): 3W2H
 Custom Lite Pattern (Bot): 3W2H
 Insect Screens: Insect Screen, White
 Lock Hardware Style: Traditional
 Lock Color: White
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Zone: None
 U-Factor: 0.30,   SHGC: 0.19
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments:

Unit 2 of 2

1 0000000 WDHI 34 3/8" x 49"
- 0 Deg

Unit, Woodwright Insert Equal Sash, 
White/Pre-finished White, White/White Liner, AA 
Handing, High Performance SmartSun Low-E4, 
Divided Light with Spacer, Specified Equal Lite, 
3W2H, 3/4", White/Prefinished White, Permanently 
Applied, Chamfer/Chamfer (Each Sash), 2 Sash 
Locks, Traditional, White

$ 0.00$ 0.00

1 0000000 WDHI 34 3/8" x 49"
- 0 Deg

Full Insect Screen, White $ 0.00$ 0.00

QUOTE: 1296 Print Date: 07/13/2017 Page 3 Of    5 iQ Version: 17.0
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Unit Size: 35 3/4" W x 49" H

$ 0.00 $ 0.00

Qty Part Num Item Size Description Total Price Extended Price

Line Item #: Line Item Qty: Initial:
Location:

10002

'
 400 Series, WDHI Single Insert Units
 Unit Code/Item Size: WDHI 35 3/4" x 49" - 0 Deg
 Operation/Handing: AA
 Unit Sill Angle: 0 Degrees - Flat ( for 0 to 4 Degrees Sill)
 Exterior Color: White
 Interior Color: Pre-finished White
 Glass Type (Top): High Performance SmartSun Low-E4 Glass, Divided Light with Spacer, 
 Specified Equal Lite
 Glass Type (Bottom):  High Performance SmartSun Low-E4 Glass, Divided Light with 
 Spacer, Specified Equal Lite
 Interior Grille (Top): Grille, Interior, Permanently Applied, Prefinished White, 
 Specified Equal Lite, 3/4", Chamfer
 Exterior Grille (Top): Grille, Exterior, Permanently Applied, White, Specified Equal 
 Lite, 3/4", High Definition Chamfer
 Interior Grille (Bottom): Grille, Interior, Permanently Applied, Prefinished White, 
 Specified Equal Lite, 3/4", Chamfer
 Exterior Grille (Bottom): Grille, Exterior, Permanently Applied, White, Specified Equal 
 Lite, 3/4", High Definition Chamfer
 Grille Construction (Top/Bot): Divided Light with Spacer/Divided Light with Spacer
 Custom Lite Pattern (Top): 3W2H
 Custom Lite Pattern (Bot): 3W2H
 Insect Screens: Insect Screen, White
 Lock Hardware Style: Traditional
 Lock Color: White
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Zone: None
 U-Factor: 0.30,   SHGC: 0.19
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments:

1 0000000 WDHI 35 3/4" x 49" -
0 Deg

Unit, Woodwright Insert Equal Sash, 
White/Pre-finished White, White/White Liner, AA 
Handing, High Performance SmartSun Low-E4, 
Divided Light with Spacer, Specified Equal Lite, 
3W2H, 3/4", White/Prefinished White, Permanently 
Applied, Chamfer/Chamfer (Each Sash), 2 Sash 
Locks, Traditional, White

$ 0.00$ 0.00

1 0000000 WDHI 35 3/4" x 49" -
0 Deg

Full Insect Screen, White $ 0.00$ 0.00

QUOTE: 1296 Print Date: 07/13/2017 Page 4 Of    5 iQ Version: 17.0
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