


CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

_ .
From: Love'OF theMostHigh <yahudimhogan@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 1:59 PM
To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Supporter

[You don't often get email from yahudimhogan@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Council Comment,

| wanted to offer my support to the new Wizards/Caps arena. May it be known, I'm a resident of Silver Spring, Maryland.
Though | support both teams, | will not support the downtown arena currently in DC.

To be quite frank, | don’t feel safe! | refuse to go to any games in fear of stray bullets, carjacking, or physical attacks. Now
this can happen anywhere. But whether to drive or metro to Chinatown, | simply don’t feel safe.

| feel nVa - Alexandria gives both teams new revival. And | would be more willing to travel from Silver Spring, Md to
Alexandria, Va, before going to downtown DC w/ carjackings and crimes.

| feel DC had both teams and failed to sure up safety for fans. To me, this has nothing to do with traffic. But everything to
do with efforts of special interests to derail a good opportunity. | feel whenever it comes to Va, there’s efforts to do
anything possible to keep Va from getting a professional franchise. Va has the highest population of all 3 areas and
citizens there support the most in ticket sales.

And | also feel that the Va Senator is attempting to block it over political issues with, Youngkin and/or, because it’s not in
southern Va. This absolutely needs to be looked at. She seems to have a special interest to block to either assist DC to
keep the teams, or because of geographics. And neither should be held over Virginians heads. And | live in, Silver Spring,
Md! This isn’t about what makes sense, but what DC, attempted union strong-arming to control construction, and
geographics that doesn’t fit the Senator wants. Her interests are in DC. And the unions interests are to control finances of
the project in labor. None of these items should be even talked about, but they are. And if i lived in Virginia, I'd be highly
concerned!

Va's traffic is no worse than 495 where | live in, Silver Spring. Or the avenue which | live on.

Special interests simply don’t want Virginia getting this opportunity. If it were PG county, nobody would be complaining!
Only when it comes to Va. And that’s wrong.

You have my support if it passes. If not, | simply will not go to downtown to risk the aforementioned.
V/r,

Zakar - Silver Spring, Md

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



SgunciIComment@alexandriava.gov

"
From: Rebecca Hancock <rebeccafjones87@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 1:59 PM
To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Support for arena

[You don't often get email from rebeccafjones87 @gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification ]

Hello,

I am a Del Ray resident, and my family of 5 supports the arena. We are excited about the vibrancy and life it will bring to
our neighborhood. At a time when buildings are empty on Mt Vernon and small businesses are closing, we support this
opportunity to sustain our community. The land will inevitably be developed, and we are excited about the opportunity
for the arena, and the surrounding businesses planned.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Hancock

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.















Sincerely,
Tim Neale

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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From: Mary Lou Egan <MaryLou@BendickEgan.com>
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 11:42 AM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Stop the Arena

[You don't often get email from marylou@bendickegan.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

As a voting citizen of Alexandria and Virginia and holding a Ph.D in economics, | can unequivocally say that the Arena
project is a giant con game played against the city of Alexandria and Virginia on behalf of millionaire developers and
politicians who are leaving office and ducking the inevitable collapse of the so called benefits.

It is such a clearly flawed idea and propaganda-based process that | and other voters will hold each person on the
Council who approves this stupid policy responsible. You will be immediately voted out of office and your reputation
forever harmed with your association with this project and incompetence.

Do your job. Don’t be conned by the lies and misinformation . And don’t try to con your voters.

Mary Lou Egan, Ph.D

Mary Lou Egan.
Sent from my iPhone

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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SLOW DOWN THE POTOMAC YARD ARENA TRAIN

STATEMENT OF FACTS:

PROPOSAL

Proposed Virginia Arena Deal requires credit and cash from Virginia Taxpayers for private,
non-essential development project through the issuance of municipal bonds and cash. This is
proposed without voter input.

Municipal bonds are intended for public infrastructure improvements, such as hospitals, schools,

sewer and water improvements, highways and waterways, not private basketball and hockey
stadiums or a seldom-used concert hall.

FLAWS IN MONUMENT PROPOSAL

B Total project cost estimate is closer to $5.5 Billion than $2 billion (included principal and
interest payments on bonds)

B 93% of the project financial burden falls on Virginia and Alexandria taxpayers.

Bonds (revenue and lease) 4,146,000,000
Project Maintenance & upkeep 600,000,000
Road infrastructure 198,000,000
Alexandria Citizens Payment 106.000.,000

Virginia & Alexandria Taxpayers: 5,050,000,000
Monument Sports & Entertainment: 404,321,000
Total Project Estimated Costs: 5,453,321,000
Virginia & Alexandria Investment 93%
Monument Sport & Entertainment Investment 7%
B Maintenace and Renovation Costs: Unlike DC, Monument Sport & Entertainment will not own
the facility in Virgnia and is not responsible for maintenance and upgrades. This cost (estimated

to be $600 million) falls on the Virginia and Alexandria taxpayers.

B The Monument proposal has no support or documentation for the following estimates and
projections:

e Job creation and residency of employees

e Ticket sale projections



e No market study to support the demand for a concert hall. The Metro area has
significant entertainment competition; Wolf Trap, Verizon Center, Eagle Bank
Arena, Capital One Arena, and the Kennedy Center to name a few.

e The estimate of hotel tax revenue is 4 times greater than current hotels in
Alexandria.

o Traffic impact is ignored while projecting to host over 233 events annually.

¢ NBA and NHL franchises are not as financially strong as, say, NFL franchises
and are more apt to relocate. Monument just stiffed DC, when will they do the
same to Virginia?

RISKS
Risks inherent to any large-scale development are ignored in the Monument Proposal:

o Historically projects like this experience cost overruns and time delays resulting
in cost increases in excess of 20%.

o The National Harbor Project in nearby Prince George’s County, Maryland was
about to default on its municipal roads when it became necessary to bring in the
MGM casino and gambling to bail out the project.

e Who will bail out Virginia and Alexandira when the bonds default at Potomac
Yard? Will we suddenly need gambling to foot the bills?

e Currently, Potomac Yard is performing quite well. This demonstrates the
demand for more residential development, as originally contemplated.

e Where is the urgency to accelerate that planned growth? Perhaps it is the
sweetheart deal that Monument Sports & Entertainment is selling.

RECOMMENDATION:

Let Monument Sports and Entertainment stay in the District. We should not jeopardize
the credit rating of the City and State for a private enterprise.





















and elderly at the Wharf. Just look at the negative consequences to DC’s Arena Theater where annual season tickets
have declined due to complaints about parking and traffic caused by The Wharf. The

Safety:
Additionally, the peculiar location of Potomac Yard for a large sports arena means placing a huge complex between a
river and a rail {passenger and non-passenger cargo).

The non-passenger rails are now allow under US DOT/PHMSA regulations to move liquified natural gas (LNG) and
chemicals in nonpassenger trains that will need to be studied if tens of thousands are in a new sports & arts arena and
could not easily get out if a train has a train car rupture with natural gas or chemicals.

This is not a theoretical issue. A NJ company wants to run LNG by nonpassenger rail cars that can hold as many as 11
LNG rail cars together. They want to run the trains from NJ to Jacksonville FL export terminal for export of LNG to Latin
America.

The LNG “blast zone” should be studied with proximity to the proposed arena as well as the ability for tens of thousands
to exit the facility during a fire or other emergency event.

How many more fire dept personnel would we need to serve such a large sports arena?

Transportation and Parking: it is hard to believe the proposed location’s arena could have tens of thousands attend an
event by transporting from metro even if IRA provides some expansion of transportation to Alexandria’s stations.

I also dont see how traffic to/from location won’t cause heavy traffic clogging up access to DCA National Airport. That
airport access is already clogged during daytime peak driving hours.

Better uses of tax dollars or consequences to raise bonds for better uses:
Alexandria has many needs to expand and renovate public schools and provide incentives for abandoned small
commercial/industrial facilities- not putting $100 million into a sports arena.

Spend the tax money to raise to pay police, EMT, fire dept and school teachers. Let us dramatically improve our schools.
Lets use the tax revenue to create housing where existing building vacancies exist to place subsidized apartments or
condos for people who work for city jobs, schools for five years. | want to keep fire, police, EMT, school teachers and
hospital workers as essential workers able to live in Alexandria with some subsidized housing. That is a good use of tax
dollars since we dont want to keep losing these workers to neighboring counties.

Conclusion:

Alexandria should not incur tax subsidies for a proposed sporting arena to increase traffic, burden Metro, possibly place
events attendees in a dangerous place with limited egress if there is a train derailment or chemical spill or LNG rupture

since the facility would back up to river on back side. The owners of the sports teams would have no obligations to stay
after the city and state invested as many as $500 million. This is a bad risk.

Thank you for considering these comments. Lets let DC Mayor and City Council negotiate what it takes to keep the
sports arena at Capitol One. Don’t create a comparable mess for Alexandria in ten or 20 years.

Theresa Pugh

2313 North Tracy Street
Alexandria VA 22311
703-507-6843






The lack of transparency and equity is sufficient cause for public concern and

outcry. The press are waving the flag on just how bad a deal for the taxpayer this
Leonsis legacy Arena project is. Lawmakers should listen to their constituent tax
paying residents protests and start serving them instead of the wealthy self-sufficient
non VA tax paying billionaire class.

Christopher Mawdsley
Virginia resident and tax payer
Falls Church, VA



CouncilComment@alexand riava.gov

From: Tom Kopko <tkopko@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, February 24, 2024 11:12 AM

To: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]JSUPPORT for the ARENA; Cleanse the well
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

[You don't often get email from tkopko@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderidentification )

Dear Council,
| support the arena. It’s outstanding for Alexandria!

| would like the City to hold more VSEA board seats, though, than the original 9 member plan let alone the 15 proposed
in HB1514 currently.

Most of all | urge the City to negotiate very hard on the conditions for Distribution of Excess Funds from VSEA to
Alexandria. Receiving funds from VSEA is the ultimate benefit to Alexandria.

Therefore, | urge Council to publicly discuss the Excess Funds formula. An obviously beneficial formula would be very
convincing that Alexandria will...actually benefit.

As you know, | have strongly disagreed with most of Council’s initiatives. Especially, wild decisions like ZFH that Council
truly cooked up internally and were a forgone conclusion. The public engagement on ZFH was an obvious farce, but
made worse when the transformational arena project was in the wings.

The arena wasn’t cooked up internally by Council, though. By definition: the arena has external parties; ZFH was strictly
internal.

Council tainted the well for the arena with ZFH, and, Council can and should cleanse the well with a full throated mea
culpa about ZFH. | believe the excellent arena project would then enjoy greater public support.

Sincerely,

Tom Kopko

400 Cameron Station Blvd., Alexandria VA
DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
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| ask that the city council defer the decision to the people of Alexandria, and put this issue in a referendum, or make
passage of the deal subject to such a referendum. Alexandria was at the heart of this nation's fledgling democracy. Let's
not let the royals, Ted Leonsis and Glenn Youngkin, tell us what we must do. Let us decide for ourselves.

Thank you,

Mark Streich
Alexandria, VA

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.









country so why would Alexandria put itself in that position? You're tying the economic success of the city to the success
of a stadium and two sports teams. The Wizards have a hard time filling seats in the current, more conveniently located
stadium. I don't believe attendance will increase with the move. The Caps have better attendance but have also not
been performing particularly well and the recently announced retirement of Ovechkin will certainly not help
attendance.

5. Long term value - Monumental has proven itself to be an unreliable partner. If and when they decide to move the
teams again, the city will be left with empty Monumental offices, a useless practice facility, and a stadium without any
sports teams. Sure it can hold other events but now it will be directly competing with Capital One. It's hard to believe
that attendees and artists will choose a less convenient stadium in VA than a stadium in downtown DC, Alexandria will
then have to use additional time, money, and resources to develop a new PY without Monumental.

6. Sustainability - Alexandria is supposed to care about sustainability. Using the resources to build a new stadium when
there really isn't anything wrong with the old one, is not a sustainable choice. Creating an increase in driving by
reducing the number of metro lines is not a sustainable choice. Creating longer travel times for people in MD and DC, if
they even come, is not a sustainable choice. If the proposal ends up going through, not having conversations and
guarantees about green building and certifications, is not a sustainable choice.






7. The lack of transparency, arrogant and dismissive tone of Mr. Leonisis and Gov. Youngkin insult and disrespect us. It
also portends poorly for Gov. Youngkin whose likely run in 2028 Presidential election could only be about a legacy that
favors the multi-millionaire and billionaire class.

8. There are better ways to develop - OR create a environmentally visionary project that preserves and respects our
pristine spaces and historic community that is family friendly (not another billionaire balloon).

9. If self-made billionaire Ted Leonisis and almost billionaire Gov. Youngkin (we went to the same business school),
believe so strongly in this project, why don’t they relocate their primary residence to Old Town? And live with the
consequences?

10. Clearly, Mr. Leonisis and 2028 Presidential hopeful, Gvr. Youngkin, view this as another “deal” to build their
billionaire portfolio.

Council members,
Thank you for every effort to shine light on these issues in order to protect the environment, the residents and the
legacy of historic Old Town Alexandria.

James M. Figetakis

“Gratitude is a great attitude.”

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.





























