
        Docket Item # 4 

        BAR CASE # 2013-0219 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        September 25, 2013 

 

ISSUE:  Signage and Alterations 

    Waiver of Rooftop Mechanical Screening Requirement; Section 6-403(B) 

    

APPLICANT:   Austin Grill by Rich Markus Architects 

 

LOCATION:  801 & 803 King Street 

 

ZONE:  KR / King Street Retail 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  September 25, 2013 

Staff recommends approval of the application with the following conditions: 

 

1. That the applicant clarify the outstanding zoning questions during building permit 

submission; 

2. That Staff approve the final entry door information signs to verify compliance with the 

Board’s sign policy; and 

3. That the conduit that is utilized for the sconces will be painted to match the adjacent wall 

color.  

 

 

BOARD ACTION  July 24, 2013: Deferred, 7-0 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  July 24, 2013 

Staff recommend approval of the application with the following conditions: 

1. That the applicant clarify the outstanding zoning questions during building permit 

submission; 

2. That the blade sign on N. Columbus Street be deleted;  

3. That Staff approve the final entry door information signs to verify compliance with the 

Board’s sign policy;  

4. That the awnings be canvas and that the final color of the awnings be approved by staff; 

and 

5. That the paint color of the main building match the adjacent brick, to be approved by 

staff in the field. 

 

SPEAKERS 

Mr. Rich Markus presented the application.  He agreed with the staff recommendations but said 

they would like to retain the blade sign on N. Columbus. 

 

Poul Hertel, 1217 Michigan Court, said the proposal was way too cluttered and did not maintain 
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the dignity of the district. 

 

BOARD DISCUSSION 

Ms. Roberts pointed out that there was no paint on 803 King and that this was a different 

building façade on King Street and that it would be odd to try to make them look the same.  She 

did not favor the awnings on this portion of the restaurant.  She also commented that residents 

and tourists did not need a blade sign on N. Columbus Street to find this restaurant. 

 

Dr. Fitzgerald also opposed awnings on 803 King. 

 

Mr. von Senden was in favor of staff recommendations and did not see the value of additional 

signs or awnings on 803 King.   

 

Mr. Smeallis said the color was far too much in the context of King Street.  He opposed the blade 

sign and suggested some window signs in the stair window on N. Columbus.  He supported 

canvas awnings but not on 803 King. 

 

Mr. Neal supported awnings that go with the colors on 803 King but not at 801.  He supported a 

blade sign or another style sign on N. Columbus.  He suggested a paint scheme that reflected a 

watertable. 

 

Chairman Hulfish felt strongly that the orange color and awnings do not fit in the Old and 

Historic District.  He noted that the existing turquois color was very contentious when it was first 

applied but that people had now grown accustomed to it.  He asked that the applicant reconsider 

this request and retain the existing turquois. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Smeallie, seconded by Mr. Carlin, the Board unanimously deferred the case 

for restudy. 

 

REASON 

The Board found the proposed colors, awnings and signs to be out of character with the nearby 

buildings on King Street and recommended a restudy to be more visually compatible. 

 

 

 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if 

the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of one 

or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information.  

 
**APPEAL OF DECISION: In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review denies 

or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s decision to City 

Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board. 
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Update:  At the July 24, 2013 public hearing, the BAR deferred the case for restudy because 

they found the proposed blade sign on the N Columbus St elevation to be out of scale for the 

building, required a reduction in the number and specifications for the wall mounted lights, 

determined that the proposed composite vinyl awning material was not appropriate and 

requested that the applicant work with BAR staff on the building’s paint colors.  In response to 

the Board’s concerns, the applicant has made the following changes 
1
:  

 

 The proposed vertically mounted N Columbus St blade sign measuring 9’- 0” by 2’- 6” 

(22.5 sq. ft.) will be replaced with a horizontally mounted blade sign 3’ by 2’ (5 sq. ft.). 

 The number of wall mounted lights will be reduced from ten to seven.  The lights will be 

fabricated from a punched copper with a star motif. 

 The composite vinyl awning material has been replaced with a Sunbrella canvas fabric in 

Mediterranean Blue.  

 The awnings on the second story windows 803 King Street have been removed from the 

application. 

 The building will be re-painted to match the existing turquoise base color.  Trim, door 

and masonry star color on 803 and 801 King Street to be painted brown 

(BM#1232,Fresh Brew) 

 Removal and relocation of portions of HVAC equipment to a more central location on 

roof. 

 

I. ISSUE 

The revised Certificate of Appropriateness application for exterior alterations and signage at 801 

and 803 King Street includes removal of all existing approved/unapproved signage, a-frame 

signs, and internally-illuminated menu boxes.     

 

The applicant’s request includes the following for the first and second floors of 801 King Street: 

 

Signage 

 A vinyl decal reading “Austin Grill” on the window to the left of the front entrance, 

measuring 12” by 5’-8”. (5.66 sq. ft.) 

 A vinyl decal reading “Austin Grill” on the window to the right of the front entrance, 

measuring 12” by 5’-8”. (5.66 sq. ft.) 

 A vinyl decal reading “Austin Grill” on each of the front entry doors, each measuring 4” 

by 1’-1 ½ ”. (0.74 sq. ft. total) 

 A non-illuminated menu box to the right of the front entrance, measuring 2’-6” by 1’-7”. 

(3.95 sq. ft.) 

 A larger/new sign to replace the entry awning’s sign. 12” by 5’-8”. (5.66 sq. ft.) and 

replace its existing gooseneck light fixture in-kind. 

 A vertically, horizontally mounted, blade sign reading “Austin Grill” measuring 9’- 0” by 

2’- 6” (22.5 sq. ft.) 3’ by 2’ (5 sq. ft.). 

 

Total Proposed Signage:  44.17 26.67 sq. ft. of signage 

                                                           
1
 The applicant’s revisions to the original submission are indicated in italics.  Obsolete information is struck thru. 
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Alterations 

 Repaint the brick façade. The main body color will be re-painted the existing turquoise 

color orange and detailed with a rust red “watertable” and accented with brown trim.   

 Replace the existing fabric awnings with new, royal blue, composite vinyl substrate 

Sunbrella canvas awnings. 

 Replace in-kind the existing full-light, painted wood entry doors. 

 Ten, (10), Install Seven (7) hammered copper down lights along the first floor outdoor 

dining area, and flanking the storefront and entry. 

 

The applicant’s request includes the following alterations for the second floor of 803 King Street: 

 

Alterations 

 Three, new royal blue, composite vinyl substrate awnings above the existing 6/6 double-

hung windows. 

 This un-painted, brick facade will not be painted. 

 

II. HISTORY 
801 King Street is a two-story brick Vernacular Victorian commercial building.  The evidence of 

the Sanborn maps indicates that the building was constructed prior to 1902 and was possibly 

altered between 1902-1907 to provide the angled corner storefront entrance. The building has 

been significantly altered, but the original two-tiered segmental arches, now in filled, are still 

visible on the Columbus street elevation. 

 

Previous Approvals 

The BAR approved six awnings for the building in 1997; (BAR Case#97-015, 7/16/97).  In 1991, 

the Board also approved signage, awnings and painting of the building (BAR Case #91-103, 

5/1/91). 

 

III. ANALYSIS 
The zoning staff needs additional information and updated/corrected sign calculation sheets and 

confirmation on awning depth in order to ensure that the signs and awnings are in conformance 

with the Zoning Ordinance regulations (see zoning comments on page 6).  This can be confirmed 

on the drawings prior to release of the building permit. 

 

Design Guidelines 

Signs: Signs should augment, not compete with, the surrounding architecture.  Signs should not 

overwhelm or obscure the architecture and decorative features of historic buildings.   

 

Awnings: Shed or sloped awnings are more appropriate than other awnings forms…awnings 

should be made of a canvas type fabric. Signs and awnings are prominent visual elements of the 

streetscape in commercial areas of the historic districts.   

 

Exterior lighting: Utilitarian lighting fixtures on the facades of buildings should generally be 

painted the predominant color of the building so that they do not form prominent visual 

components of a façade.  Care must be taken not to produce inappropriate or misdirected light, 

which detracts from the appearance of the historic district.   
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Proposal 

Staff has worked with the applicant after the original submission to determine how best to install 

signage and lighting on this building.  With a few exceptions, the current submission addresses 

most of staff’s original concerns.  In staff’s opinion, however, there are a few items that need 

some changes or need further clarification.  These items are: 

 

Blade Sign 

During consultations, the applicant conveyed the need for additional signage on the 

Columbus Street elevation near the location of their outdoor dining.  Staff suggested that a 

pedestrian scale blade sign could possibly be integrated successfully to the sign program, if 

the other proposed signs were small.   As presented, the proposed 9’-0” x 2’-6” 3’ by 2’ sign 

is significantly too large appropriate for this building, and not is in keeping with the staff 

recommended pedestrian scale of the west side of North Columbus Street.   

 

Front Door Signage 

The applicant has noted on the entry door detail on page A100, that additional text will be 

added to the front doors.  The zoning ordinance allows businesses to have up to a total of one 

square foot (144 square inches) of window decal sign area to provide relevant contact 

information, such as hours of operation, a phone number, a web address, a QR code, or other 

to-be-developed technology, without any review.  The one square foot will count toward the 

total sign area for a building but will not count toward the total number of signs permitted. 

Information in excess of this one square foot requires BAR approval and must conform with 

the Board’s amended sign policy.  Contact information may not be included on wall signs, 

hanging signs or awnings.  Window decal signs applied to a glass door or the lower half of a 

window are preferred.  The applicant should ensure that the information being installed on 

the doors complies with these regulations. 

 

Awnings 

Staff supports the replacement of the awning fabric on the current frames.  The proposed 

Sunbrella material is consistent with the Design Guidelines.  Staff recommends approval. 

The applicants are proposing a composite vinyl substrate awning material for its resistance to 

stains and mildew (see attached sample) instead of a canvas fabric awning normally required 

by the Board.  The Board’s Design Guidelines have strongly discouraged awnings made from 

plastic fabric and have historically only supported fabric awnings, in part because plastic 

awnings are frequently internally illuminated and become a historically inappropriate 

billboard.  The applicant has provided the Board with a sample of the proposed fabric for the 

Board’s consideration.   

 

Wall Sconces 

The original submission proposed eleven gooseneck lights above the awnings.  These have 

since been removed from the proposal.  The current application proposes the use of much 

simpler wall mounted can lights, to provide pedestrian level illumination along the storefront 

and the outdoor dining area.  The proposed sconces will be a punched copper with a star 

motif and will be illuminated with a pair of 75watt bulbs.  Additionally, the sconces have 

been reduced to seven sconces four (4) surrounding the outdoor dining, and three (3) at the 

front entry.  Staff finds that the revisions to the lighting are compatible and appropriate for 
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this building with the recommendation that any exposed electrical conduit be painted to 

match the adjacent wall color. While staff encouraged this revision to the lighting plan, we 

feel that there are too many fixtures proposed for the Columbus Street elevation and no need 

to light the wall beyond the outdoor dining.  Staff recommends the removal of three (3) of the 

seven (7) total fixtures at the north end of this elevation, which will make it less visually 

cluttered.  Additionally, Staff has not yet received a specification sheet showing the size and 

design for these sconces.  It is our understanding from the architect that they are proposing a 

hammered copper down light fixture for this application. 

 

Paint Colors 

While the Board does not normally review paint color, Chairman Hulfish noted at the 

previous hearing that the existing turquoise color of this restaurant was very controversial in 

the community when it was originally painted, though it has become accepted over time.  As 

the Chairman recommended, the applicant has, therefore, elected to maintain the existing 

turquoise color, in lieu of the bright orange previously proposed.  However, Staff 

alternatively suggests that the applicant consider painting the main body of 801 King a softer 

burnt orange brick color, very similar to the natural brick color on the adjacent façade at 

803 King.  A warm brick color would complement the new blue awnings and provide a fresh 

design change to the building that is within the southwest color palette, yet compatible with 

the red brick the Alexandria historic district is known for. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the application, with the conditions noted above. 

 

Waiver of Mechanical Screening Requirement - Section 6-403(B)(3): 

Per Section 6-403(B)(3):  In the Old and Historic Alexandria and the Parker-Gray Districts, the 

requirement of sections 6-403(B)(1) may be waived or modified by the board of architectural 

review where the board finds that the screening requirement would be architecturally 

inappropriate and inconsistent with the character of the district. 

 

The applicant has included replacement and removal of portions of the existing HVAC located in 

the center of the roof.  Although currently a portion of the system is visible from the ROW, the 

items to be removed and replaced will not be visible from a public way and therefore are not 

within the Board’s purview.  The replacement items include: two, make-up air units and one 

exhaust fan.  The items which will be removed and not replaced include: an exhaust fan, utility 

set fans, a condensing unit and a gooseneck.  Although the new rooftop HVAC equipment will 

not be visible from a public way, a waiver of rooftop screening requirement is necessary because 

the Zoning Ordinance requires screening of new rooftop equipment regardless of visibility, 

unless waived by the BAR.   

 

Installing HVAC equipment on the rooftop is architecturally appropriate, consistent with the 

character of the district and is common on surrounding commercial buildings.  Staff recommends 

that the Board waive the screening requirement of Section 6-403(B)(1) for the rooftop 

equipment. 
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STAFF 

Michele Oaks, Urban Planner, Historic Preservation Section, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Manager, Historic Preservation Section, Planning & Zoning 

 

IV.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Legend:      C - code requirement  R - recommendation   S – suggestion   F- finding 

 

Zoning Administration 

 

C-1 Applicant must confirm awnings will have a clearance of at least eight feet above a 

sidewalk prior to hearing. 

 

C-2 Proposed sign on awning appear larger than the window signs, but dimensions are the 

same. Applicant must confirm dimensions are the same for awning and window signs.  

 

Code Administration 

No comments received to date. 

 

Transportation & Environmental Services 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

R2. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (T&ES) 

 

R3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 

R4. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 

 

CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS 

C-1 A sign may be erected or displayed flat against a building wall or at an angle thereto, so 

long as the sign does not project more than four feet from the building wall or within one 

foot of an established curb line and the bottom of the sign is at least eight feet above a 

sidewalk or parking area and at least 14.5 feet above any alley. (Sec. 5-2-29(c)) (T&ES) 

 

C-2 Canopies, awnings and marquees suspended from a building or structure with no ground 

supports, having a clearance of at least eight feet above a sidewalk, extending no more 

than four feet beyond the front property line and extending to no more than one foot from 

the established curb line, may be erected. (Sec. 5-2-29(d))  (T&ES) 
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C-3 The owner shall obtain and maintain a policy of general liability insurance in the amount 

of $1,000,000 which will indemnify the owner (and all successors in interest); and the 

City as an Additional Insured. (Sec. 5-29 (h)(1)) (T&ES) 

 

C-4 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains shall be connect to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where a storm sewer is not available, the 

applicant must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent 

properties and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental 

Services. (5-6-224) (T&ES) 

 

C-5   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-6 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

 

C-7   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-8 Any work within or performed from the right-of-way requires a separate permit from 

T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) (T&ES) 

 

 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supporting Materials  

2 – Application BAR2013-0219 at 801/803 King Street 
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My Account Order Status Wish Lists Shopping Cart

Call Us:1(800) 865-7221

Sign in or Create an account

1

Like Be the first of your friends to like this.

$189.91

2ASV930
* Voltage:

 12V

 120V

* Finish:
   Black

   White

   Silver

   Bronze

   Red

 Bulb:

120v 75W Halogen PAR30 FLOOD -Name brand (+$7.46)

 Ext. Rod:
 (None)

 12" Extension Rod

Overview Features & Benefits Specifications Dimensions Included Instructions

Affordable Quality Lighting Outdoor Lighting Wall & Sign Lights Gooseneck Sign Light 2ASV930

Gooseneck Sign Light 2ASV930

Product Description

Click Here to Download Installation Instructions

New Products

Cityscape Oval 7" Patio

Light

$85.31
Choose Options

Chimney Vented 15"

Hanging Lantern

$131.10
Add To Cart

Bronzed 10" Honey

Lantern

$150.10
Add To Cart

Braided Roman 26" Wall

Coach

$378.10
Add To Cart

Braided Roman 19" Wall

Coach

$264.10
Add To Cart

ShareShareShare

Price:

SKU:

Quantity:

Description Similar Products Also Viewed

Buy Online or Call us at 1(800) 865-7221 
Copyright 2013 Affordable Quality Lighting. Sitemap 

 

What can I help you find?  Outdoor Lighting Indoor Lighting Rope Light Lightbulbs New Products LED Fixtures Customer Service
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