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ALEXANDRIA TRANSIT COMPANY

Chair James Lewis and Members of the Traffic & Parking Board
City of Alexandria

301 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

June 12, 2024
Re: Endorsement of the Eisenhower Avenue Transportation Improvements Project
Dear Chair Lewis and Members of the Traffic and Parking Board:

On behalf of the Alexandria Transit Company (ATC) Board of Directors, I am expressing strong support
for the City’s Eisenhower Avenue Transportation Improvements Project. This project supports the
adopted Alexandria Transit Vision Plan by significantly enhancing safety and access for DASH bus riders
along Eisenhower Avenue.

Eisenhower Avenue is served by DASH line 32, which today provides service every 30 minutes during
peak hours, and every 1 hour during non-peak hours. However, this route is planned to operate more
frequently in the future, providing service every 15 minutes during peak and off-peak periods. There are
few crosswalks along the corridor, which forces riders to make risky crossings across as many as five
undivided lanes to access the bus. This is antithetical to the City’s vision that transit be safe, convenient,
and accessible.

Reducing the number of general-purpose lanes, providing median refuge islands, slowing vehicle speeds,
and providing protected bicycle lanes as proposed by City staff would dramatically improve safety for
people accessing the bus on Eisenhower Avenue and entice more people to choose sustainable modes of
transportation, like taking transit. This project aligns with the City’s adopted Alexandria Mobility Plan,
Alexandria Transit Vision Plan, and Eisenhower West Small Area Plan, all of which envision a safer,
more multimodal, livable future for Eisenhower Avenue.

The ATC Board of Directors strongly endorses the Eisenhower Avenue Transportation Improvements
Project and urges the Traffic & Parking Board to recommend approval of the staff recommendation.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

David Kaplan, ATC Board of Directors, Chair
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