
Docket #12 & #13 

BAR2026-00133 & BAR2026-00120 

Parker-Gray District 

May 20, 2026 

ISSUE: Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (full) and Certificate of Appropriateness for 

new construction.  

APPLICANT: City of Alexandria, Virginia 

LOCATION:  Parker-Gray District 

1609 Cameron Street 

ZONE:   RB/Townhouse zone  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (full), and Certificate of 

Appropriateness as submitted. 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review

denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s

decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless

otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance

of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant

is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review

approval.  Contact Code Administration, Permit Center, 4850 Mark Center Drive, Suite 2015, 703-746-4200

for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants

must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a

building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or

preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of

the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of

issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month

period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of

historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia

Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed

project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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Minutes from the January 7, 2026 Hearing 

BOARD ACTION: The Board of Architectural Review received a presentation and heard public 

testimony on the proposed concept review of 1609 Cameron Street. 

SPEAKERS: 

Keith Leonard, architect, presented project and answered questions. 

Melissa Burns, 126 Harvard Street, inquired if the entrance path could be moved to the north and 

if heat could be added. 

Stephen Milone, 907 Prince Street, representing Old Town Civic Association. He stated that the 

overall design was fine, but the architecture could be elevated. Prefers brick instead of wood and 

CMU and does not support connected kiddy pool. 

DISCUSSION: 

Ms. Miller asked for clarification on the street configuration and pedestrian access. 

Mr. Scott asked about the location of the lockers; the applicant stated they will be located on the 

pool deck. 

Ms. Nastaran asked whether the wall openings would be screened; the applicant confirmed that 

they would be. 

Mr. Scott asked what the glazed CMU blocks would look like, and the applicant provided a sample. 

Mr. Scott also asked about the height of the proposed fence; the applicant stated that it will be a 6-

foot wrought iron fence. 

Ms. del Ninno asked whether solar panels would be used to power the pool equipment; the 

applicant stated that the panels would be able to power the pool. 

Ms. Pratt asked whether the bathhouse capacity would be similar to the existing bathhouse; the 

applicant stated that the proposed bathhouse would have a higher capacity. 

Ms. Pratt asked why the kiddie pool would be integrated into the main pool. Jack Browand (RPCA) 

explained that an integrated pool functions better operationally. He also noted that the artwork will 

be relocated to the Metro station. 

Mr. Scott asked about the intended use of the event space. Mr. Browand stated that it will function 

as a large patio. 

Ms. del Ninno asked whether louvers would be required for the pool equipment; the applicant 

stated that small louvers would be located on the east elevation. 
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Ms. Miller asked why the height of the building was being lowered; the applicant stated that the 

proposed functions can be accommodated within a smaller building footprint. 

Ms. del Ninno expressed support for tying the building design to Jefferson-Houston School. 

Ms. Nastaran asked for clarification on the brick detailing. 

Mr. Adams asked about the interior finishes; the applicant stated that the interior will consist of 

painted CMU. 

Mr. Spencer stated that the proposed gray CMU color could be problematic and expressed interest 

in reviewing additional details of the brick, wood, and CMU materials at a future meeting. 

Mr. Scott expressed support for the overall design but raised concerns about the series of fences. 

He also asked whether greater variation could be incorporated into the landscaping. 

Mr. Spencer asked about lighting elements; the applicant stated that they are working with a 

lighting consultant. 

Ms. Nastaran recommended that the applicant further refine the fence design. 

Ms. del Ninno asked whether permanent shade structures would be included; the applicant stated 

that options are being explored. 
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Note:  Staff coupled the applications for a Permit to Demolish (BAR2026-00133) and Certificate 

of Appropriateness (BAR2026-00120) for clarity and brevity.  The Permit to Demolish 

requires a roll call vote. 

UPDATE 

On January 7, 2026, the BAR heard a concept review presentation on the complete demolition of 

the existing Old Town Pool and the construction of a new bathhouse, pool, and site elements. 

The applicant has made the following changes to the submission since the last time it was before 

the Board:  

1. The building height now ranges from 17’-4” feet at the north elevation to approximately

14’-10” feet at the south elevation. The previous design had a building height ranging

from approximately 16 feet at the north elevation to approximately 14 feet at the south

elevation.

2. The proposed bathhouse has been reduced from 5,280 SF to 3,888 square feet under roof.

3. Hardwood slats are no longer a part of the bathhouse’s exterior materials.

4. Shade structures were added to the pool deck design.

Photo 1: Concept Design - south elevation. 

Photo 2: Current south elevation design. 

I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL

The applicant requests a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate (full) and a Certificate of Appropriateness

for the complete demolition of the existing Old Town Pool, bathhouse, and equipment building,

and construction of a new pool and bathhouse, at 1609 Cameron Street.

The proposed swimming pool will be constructed on the northern portion of the site, generally 

within the footprint of the existing pool. A new one-story bathhouse with integrated equipment 

storage is proposed at the center of the site. The bathhouse will have a rectangular footprint 

measuring approximately 80 feet 4 inches by 38 feet. 

5



Docket #12 & #13 

BAR2026-00133 & BAR2026-00120 

Parker-Gray District 

May 20, 2026 

Proposed materials include thermoplastic polyolefin membrane roofing (TPO), brick, concrete 

masonry units (CMU), aluminum storefront window system, and a steel canopy frame, all of which 

comply with the Board’s Design Guidelines and Policies. 

Site context 

The Old Town Pool is located on the north side of Cameron Street between N. West Street and 

Buchanan Street. The site is visible from both Cameron Street and Buchanan Street. 

II. HISTORY

Archaeological records indicate that a community pool has occupied this site since the 1920s,

reflecting a long-standing recreational use of the property. The existing Old Town Pool at 1609

Cameron Street was constructed in the mid-1970s and predates the establishment of the Parker-

Gray Historic District in which it is located. Since its construction, the facility has experienced

incremental improvements and upgrades consistent with its continued public use.

Photo 3:1941 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map illustrating the  

long-standing presence of a community pool on the subject site. 

III. ANALYSIS

Permit to Demolish/Capsulate

In considering a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate, the Board must consider the following criteria set

forth in the Zoning Ordinance, §10-205(B), which relate only to the subject property and not to

neighboring properties.  The Board has purview of the proposed demolition/capsulation regardless

of visibility.

Standard Description of Standard Standard Met? 

(1) Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical 

interest that its moving, removing, capsulating or razing would 

be to the detriment of the public interest? 

No 

6



Docket #12 & #13 

BAR2026-00133 & BAR2026-00120 

Parker-Gray District 

May 20, 2026 

(2) Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made 

into a historic shrine? 

No 

(3) Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or 

uncommon design, texture and material that it could not be 

reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty? 

No 

(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve the 

memorial character of the George Washington Memorial 

Parkway? 

N/A 

(5) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and 

protect an historic place or area of historic interest in the city? 

No 

(6) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general 

welfare by maintaining and increasing real estate values, 

generating business, creating new positions, attracting tourists, 

students, writers, historians, artists and artisans, attracting new 

residents, encouraging study and interest in American history, 

stimulating interest and study in architecture and design, 

educating citizens in American culture and heritage, and making 

the city a more attractive and desirable place in which to live? 

No 

(7) In the instance of a building or structure owned by the city or 

the redevelopment and housing authority, such building or 

structure having been acquired pursuant to a duly approved 

urban renewal (redevelopment) plan, would retention of the 

building or structure promote the general welfare in view of 

needs of the city for an urban renewal (redevelopment) project? 

No 

(8) Would retention of the building or structure help maintain the 

scale and character of the neighborhood? 

No 

The analysis of the standards indicated above relate only to the complete demolition of the 

existing pools, bathhouse, equipment building and site elements. In the opinion of staff, none of 

the criteria for demolition and capsulation are met and the Permit to Demolish/Capsulate would 

be appropriate. The areas proposed for demolition are not of unusual or uncommon design and 

can easily be replicated.   

Certificate of Appropriateness 

The proposed bathhouse is reduced in overall footprint and massing compared to the existing 

building. The design incorporates architectural characteristics that are compatible with the existing 

structure. At one-story height, the proposed bathhouse will be shorter than the majority of 

buildings along the blockface. The building is appropriately scaled in relation to the adjacent 

recreational building and surrounding residential properties. 
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Consistent with the prevailing site pattern along this block, the façade of the bathhouse is 

substantially recessed from the public right-of-way. The proposed work will not introduce irregular 

massing or disrupt the established rhythm along the blockface. 

The architectural character of the proposed bathhouse draws from the existing building, the 

surrounding neighborhood, and the historic district. The flat roof form, brick cladding, and 

aluminum window systems are characteristic of later-period commercial and institutional 

buildings within the historic district and are compatible with the architectural context. Roof-

mounted solar panels are proposed and will not be visible from the public right-of-way. 

Photo 4: Proposed view of façade. 

Staff has no objection to the new pool, bathhouse, equipment building and site elements. 

Additionally, the galvanized steel canopy sign with 10” pinmounted backlit lettering at the main 

entrance is appropriate for the modern building.  

Staff recommends approval of the project. 

STAFF 

Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Julie Weisgerber, Historic Preservation Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use + Preservation Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C – code requirement   R- recommendation  S – suggestion  F - finding

Zoning 

C-1 Proposed new city pool and bath house will comply with Zoning.

C-2 Proposed city pool must follow all conditions of CDSP2025-00012.
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Code Administration 

A building permit is required. 

Transportation and Environmental Services 

1. Comply with all requirements of DSUP2026-10003. (T&ES)

2. The Final Site Plan must be approved and released and a copy of that plan must be attached to

the demolition permit application.  No demolition permit will be issued in advance of the

building permit unless the Final Site Plan includes a demolition plan which clearly represents

the demolished condition.  (T&ES)

Alexandria Archaeology 

F-1 Based on historic maps and aerial photographs, the property appears to have remained

largely vacant until the original pool was built in the 1920s. Changes and upgrades have 

been made to the pool facility over the years, and the proposed renovation is part of that 

evolving process.  

C-1 The statements below marked with an asterisk “*” shall appear in the General Notes of all

site plans and on all site plan sheets that involve demolition or ground disturbance 

(including Basement/Foundation Plans, Demolition, Erosion and Sediment Control, 

Grading, Landscaping, Utilities, and Sheeting and Shoring) so that on-site contractors are 

aware of the requirements 

a.*The applicant/developer shall call Alexandria Archaeology immediately (703.746.4399) if 

any buried structural remains (wall foundations, wells, privies, cisterns, etc.) or 

concentrations of artifacts are discovered during development.  Work must cease in the area 

of the discovery until a City archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds.  

b.*The applicant/developer shall not allow any metal detection to be conducted on the property, 

unless authorized by Alexandria Archaeology. 

V. ATTACHMENTS

1 – Application Materials

• Completed application

• Plans

• Material specifications

• Scaled survey plat

• Photographs
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