
Docket Item #3 
BAR2026-00152 

Old and Historic Alexandria District 
July 2, 2026 

 ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for signage and alterations 

APPLICANT: Life Alive Organic Café by Gary Brent  

LOCATION:  Old and Historic Alexandria District 
400 King Street, Suite 2 

ZONE:   KR/ King Street urban retail zone.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for signage and alterations with 
the condition that the illumination shall be no greater than 150 lumens and the color of the light 
should be warmer rather than whiter/cooler and no greater than 3000K 

GENERAL NOTES TO THE APPLICANT 

1. APPEAL OF DECISION:  In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, if the Board of Architectural Review
denies or approves an application in whole or in part, the applicant or opponent may appeal the Board’s
decision to City Council on or before 14 days after the decision of the Board.

2. COMPLIANCE WITH BAR POLICIES:  All materials must comply with the BAR’s adopted policies unless
otherwise specifically approved.

3. BUILDING PERMITS:  Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance
of one or more construction permits by Department of Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant
is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review
approval.  Contact Code Administration, Permit Center, 4850 Mark Center Drive, Suite 2015, 703-746-4200
for further information.

4. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS AND PERMITS TO DEMOLISH: Applicants
must obtain a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness or Permit to Demolish PRIOR to applying for a
building permit.  Contact BAR Staff, Room 2100, City Hall, 703-746-3833, or
preservation@alexandriava.gov for further information.

5. EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE:  In accordance with Sections 10-106(B), 10-206(B) and 10-307 of
the Zoning Ordinance, any Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month
period.

6. HISTORIC PROPERTY TAX CREDITS:  Applicants performing extensive, certified rehabilitations of
historic properties may separately be eligible for state and/or federal tax credits.  Consult with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) prior to initiating any work to determine whether the proposed
project may qualify for such credits. 

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/tax_credits/tax_credit.htm
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I. APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL    
The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for signage and alterations at 400 King 
Street. The proposed signage plan includes one illuminated canopy sign with downlights and one 
internally illuminated projecting sign. The aluminum and acrylic signs will create 15.84 SQFT of 
signage on the north elevation.  
 

 
Photo 1: Existing conditions at 400 King St. 

 
 
II. HISTORY 
The six-story brick commercial building was constructed as part of the urban renewal project in 
1975 and designed by the Alexandria architectural firm of Vosbeck, Vosbeck, Kendrick and 
Redinger.  It was specifically designed to mimic the 18th century warehouses flanking the 
Fanueil Hall markets in Boston. 
 
Previous BAR Approvals  
In the 1990s and early 2000s, the BAR approved significant alterations that modified the 
fenestration of the building including entryways, windows, and signage. 
 
BAR2025-00505 – The Board approved internally illuminated signage. 
BAR2025-00031/00049  – The Board approved partial demolition and alterations. 
BAR2020-00431 – staff administratively approved new signage. 
BAR2017-00142 – staff administratively approved new signage. 
 
 
III. ANALYSIS   
Staff has no objection to the proposed canopy sign and projecting sign. The Design Guidelines 
encourage signage that is compatible with and visually integrated into the architecture of the 
building. The proposed signs are appropriately located on the north elevation and are compatible 
in scale, materials, and design.  
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Photo 2: Proposed signage on facade. 
 
The application includes one internally illuminated sign. In recent years, the Board has approved 
illuminated wall signage on Late buildings within the district, including two on Washington 
Street at the Thornton Apartments (BAR2017-00418) and the Bridgeyard Apartments 
(BAR2023-00034). Staff notes that both of these approved internally illuminated wall signs face 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway. The Board approved these signs with the condition 
that the illumination shall be no greater than 150 lumens and the color of the light should be 
warmer rather than whiter/cooler and no greater than 3000K. Staff recommends approval of the 
proposed canopy sign and blade sign with the same condition.  
 
With the conditions above, staff recommends approval of the project.  
 
STAFF 
Amirah Lane, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Julie Weisgerber, Historic Preservation Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Tony LaColla, AICP, Land Use + Preservation Division Chief, Planning & Zoning 
 
 
IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  
Legend: C- code requirement  R- recommendation  S- suggestion  F- finding 
 
Zoning  
C-1 Proposed wall and projecting signs will comply with Zoning.  
 
Code Administration 
Sign permits are required. 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services 
R-1  The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition, if a separate demolition permit is required. (T&ES) 
 

R-2  Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 
during construction activity. (T&ES) 
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R-3  No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 
easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on the plan. (T&ES) 
 

F-1  After review of the information provided, an approved grading plan is not required at this 
time.  Please note that if any changes are made to the plan it is suggested that T&ES be 
included in the review. (T&ES) 
 

C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 
Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 
Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property line. 
(T&ES) 
 

C-3 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains be connected to the public storm sewer system, if 
available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 
must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent properties 
and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental Services.  (Sec.5-
6-224) (T&ES) 

 
C-4 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 
 
C-5 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
 
C-6 The owner shall obtain and maintain an encroachment permit and policy of general liability 

insurance in compliance with the permit requirements in Sec. 5-2-29(a)(3). See 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/permits/right-of-way-administrative-encroachment-permit 
for details. (T&ES) 

 
Alexandria Archaeology  
No archaeology comments. 
 
 
V.        ATTACHMENTS 
1 – Application Materials  

• Completed application 
• Plans 
• Material specifications 
• Photographs 
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Sub_mitted by Shepherd Electric Supply, Frederick, MD 

�l�Plt�ttl 
"kclri£ "'1•1"11 

SJIM.'it 1¥9.2-

Project Name: 
Life Alive Old Town - Tenant Fit-Out 
400 Kl ng Street, Suite 2 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Catalog Number: Fixture Type: 

KOS ROUND LED FLUSHMOUNT, LTG-03 
��(LUMENS P/N AST1940418) 

Rev. 2 Submittal 01 28.26 

BLACK 

Kos Round LED Flushmount 

By Astra Lightin LUMENS 

Kos Round LED Flushmount 
By Astro Lighting 

Product Options 

Finish: White, 

Color Temperature: 2700 

Dimensions 

Canopy: Diameter 4.57" 

Fixture: Height 5.59", Diameter 4.53", Weight 2.03Lbs 
Ligh�g 

Lamp Type LED Built-in 

Total Lumens 950 

Total Watts 11.80 

Volts 120 

Color Temp 2700 (Wann) 

Average 40,000 
Lifespan (Hours) 

CRl 90 

Equivalent No 
Halogen, CFL or 
LED Bulb Can 
Be Used 

Additional Details 

Product URL: 

https://www.lumens.com/kos-round-led-flushmount-by­

astro-lighting-AST1940418.html 

Rating: ETL Listed Wet 

ITEM#: AST1940418 

Created December 8th, 2025 

Call Us (877) 445-4486 

1 otes: 
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