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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

noreply@salesforce.com on behalf of Alex311 <alex311@alexandriava.gov>

Thursday, June 15, 2023 4:36 PM

Angeline Farri; Kimberly Welch; Amy Jackson; John Chapman; Kirk McPike;
harold.alexander@alexandriava.gov; Melissa Douglas; Karl Bach; Sabrina Encarnacion;
Jamye Young; Gloria Sitton; Mark McHugh; Suzanne Derr; Art Viwatpanahchat; CRM
Administrator; Christina Thompson; Amy Eggers; Jahaira Patterson; Emerita C. Valentin;
Tracy Thompson; Tenesia Wells; Lauren Pickeral; Kay Mendenhall; Stephanie Cruz;
Regina Benavides; Sarah Bagley; Sharon Pitts; Keia Waters; Alyia Gaskins; Reese
Glassman; Canek Aguirre; Cindy Jenkins; Justin Wilson; Tiffany Fuller
[EXTERNAL]23-00016436 - Open - COU-Contact Mayor, Vice Mayor and/or City Council

Follow up
Flagged

COU-Contact Mayor, Vice Mayor and/or City Council (23-00016436) service request has been created, updated, and/or

requires your attention.

Service Request Type:

COU-Contact Mayor, Vice

Mayor and/or City Council Status:

Open

Service Request Number:

23-00016436 Created By: Customer Site Guest User

Priority:

Standard SLA Detail: 5 Business Days

Method Received:

Web Submitted On: 6/15/2023 4:34 PM

Location:

Overdue On: 6/22/2023 4.34 PM

Description:

Council Members, My name is Thomas Blackwood and | am writing to support the
Simpson Park Stadium Renovation, Item 20 in the docket, in its entirety. | also would like to
comment specifically to the recommendation to convert the large baseball field from
natural grass to synthetic turf. As background, | am currently a volunteer board member for
Alexandria Little League. | also have two current high school baseball players that have
played on all of Alexandria’s baseball fields over the past 7-8 years. There seems to be
some confusion as to why there is support for a turf field. It is almost entirely because there
is a shortage of diamond field space in Alexandria and the space that we have is frequently
shut down due to bad weather. It really has nothing to do with grass versus turf as a
playing field but is more geared towards which surface would be usable the greatest
amount of time. A lot of the complaints towards turf are not really addressing the concept
of usability. These include: + Baseball should be played on grass. o | would agree if we
could have a field like the Washington Nationals have. It can take a large rainstorm and be
ready to play within an hour due to the specific way it was built but | am pretty sure that not
only can Alexandria not afford to build a field that way, we also do not have the
maintenance budget to upkeep it. That means our grass fields are frequently closed for
practices and games. Demand is increasing in Alexandria and it is hard for me to envision
building one or more additional grass fields. Therefore a synthetic turf field would be one
way that we could get the fields back into use shortly after a rain event. » Turf fields get too
hot to play on. o | think the evidence around the country would show that is not really
accurate. Can it get hot, yes but grass fields in the south get hot also. Proper coaching
techniques and hydration would ensure that players are being monitored during practices
and games to avoid any heat-caused problems. | also think that is this was happening on a
large scale we would already be seeing problems with Alexandria Soccer Association
which plays perhaps 60-70% of their games on synthetic turf. | would also argue that the
typical soccer player is exerting themselves much more than the typical baseball player. ¢
The materials in turf fields can cause health problems. o This is a fairly controversial

statement with numerous viewpoints on both sides. All | can add is that based on this link:
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https://www.epa.gov/chemical-research/federal-research-recycled-tire-crumb-used-playing-
fields it seems like the EPA presents studies that show a variety of opinions including: “in
general, the findings from the report support the premise that while chemicals are present
as expected in the tire crumb rubber, human exposure appears to be limited based on
what is released into air or simulated biological fluids (gastric fluid, saliva and sweat).”
There is also a possibility that grass fields may include pesticides or fertilizers although |
am unsure if Alexandria uses them on their fields. « There does not seem to be any
problems with drainage this year. o | wouid agree, we have had a fairly dry spring. There
were, however, more than a few Saturdays when the ACHS baseball team needed to
practice indoors. Luckily they do not play many Saturday games so it was not a large
distraction this year. Last year was a different story. It was much wetter and schedules
need to be modified. Frank Mann had even larger drainage problems. The Bishop lreton
team missed numerous days of practice and had home games converted to away games
to get them in. They also shared Simpson a few times just so they could just get some
practices in. If Simpson is converted to synthetic turf this cooperation could be expanded in
times of heavy rain and Frank Mann closures. Additionally, within the past 3 years it was
so wet that the entire Northern Region baseball tournament had to play games on the few
turf fields in the area. » Grass fields could be used by the public in much the same way that
synthetic turf fields are used today. o | don't believe this is accurate. There is a
recommended amount of time that grass fields can be used in order to allow the grass to
recover. A turf field could be opened up to general use much the way the soccer fields are
today but we are asking for trouble if we do that with a grass field. * The Del Ray Citizen’s
Association is against synthetic turf. o | do not believe the Parks Department had a chance
to talk with DRCA due to technology problems on the scheduled date. | also do not believe
that the Land Use Committee reached out to the larger DRCA membership to see the vast
majority of the members opinions. [ know | did not get asked. Thank you for taking the time
to read this and please feel free to contact me with any questions. Unfortunately | cannot
attend the City Council meeting on Saturday to present my thoughts vocally. | will be at a
basebali tournament with my two high school sons. It is being played in Fairfax County on
a new complex that has 4 synthetic turf fields. Tom Blackwood 801 Ramsey Street,
Alexandria, VA, 22301 703-548-9160

Contact Information:

Name:

Thomas Blackwood Primary Phone: +1 (703) 548-9160

Email:

tom_blackwood@yahoo.com {Social Persona:

Service Questions:

Question Answer

Which Council Member would you like to contact? All Members

What is the nature of your request? Legislative or Policy Issues
Is your request related to the upcoming public hearing or Council Ves

meeting?

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system:

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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noreply@salesforce.com on behalf of Alex311 <alex311@alexandriava.gov>

Friday, June 16, 2023 9:10 AM

Angeline Farri; Kimberly Welch; Amy Jackson; John Chapman; Kirk McPike;
harold.alexander@alexandriava.gov; Melissa Douglas; Karl Bach; Sabrina Encarnacion;
Jamye Young; Gloria Sitton; Mark McHugh; Suzanne Derr; Art Viwatpanahchat; CRM
Administrator; Christina Thompson; Amy Eggers; Jahaira Patterson; Emerita C. Valentin;
Tracy Thompson; Tenesia Wells; Lauren Pickeral; Kay Mendenhall; Stephanie Cruz;
Regina Benavides; Sarah Bagley; Sharon Pitts; Keia Waters; Alyia Gaskins; Reese
Glassman; Canek Aguirre; Cindy Jenkins; Justin Wilson; Tiffany Fuller
[EXTERNAL]23-00016490 - Open - COU-Contact Mayor, Vice Mayor and/or City Council

Follow up
Flagged

COU-Contact Mayor, Vice Mayor and/or City Council (23-00016490) service request has been created, updated, and/or

requires your attention.

COU-Contact Mayor, Vice

Service Request Type: Mayor and/or City Council Status: Open

Service Request Number: Jg3—00016490 Created By: Customer Site Guest User
Priority: Standard SLA Detail: 5 Business Days

Method Received: Web Submitted On: 6/16/2023 9:08 AM
Location: Overdue On: 6/23/2023 9:08 AM

Description:

Dear City Council, | am writing to you about the Eugene Simpson Stadium Park
Renovation Plan. | live on Duncan Ave in one of the houses that abuts the northern section
of the park. | use, or walk through, the park almost every day. Overall the plan seems like a
solution in search of a problem. | understand the parking lot can get very busy a few
weekends a year, but for the most part, there is plenty of capacity at the park. The biggest
issue for me is how long it has taken to complete the dog park renovation. As a result, |
have concerns about the general disruption to use of the park during the renovation,
especially given the inevitable delays. | do also see issues with the design of the northern
section of the park that reflect a lack of local understanding. I've included a markup of the
design with my house highlighted with a red box. Currently, there is a line of shrubs and
trees (green line) that provides a barrier between the park area and route one. This creates
a peaceful area for people to picnic and hang out. The new design eliminates that barrier
which will leave the park very exposed to Route 1. | also have privacy concerns with
eliminating that tree line as well as worries about noise from Route 1. if approved, the
landscaping should be changed to provide more of a barrier to Route 1 on the East side of
the park and more privacy to the alley on the west side (so people don't have to see our
garbage cans). The biggest issue though is with the proposed paths. The current design of
2 wide paved paths winding through the park just doesn't make sense. It ignores the
existing vernacular path that currently runs along the north end of the soccer field (Red
Line), which is used by people coming north up Route 1 or from Siaters road. That is also
where the bus stop and bike share stations are as well as the closest connection to the
Potomac Yards trail. Given that, this is a very important connection for the park. The
connections to Bellefonte and to the alley (why?) are less important. It would make much
more sense to have a single wide paved path connecting the park to Route 1 along the
soccer fields. The other paths could be eliminated entirely, leaving the park more open for
casual enjoyment. If a path is needed, it could be narrower and less intrusive (like dirt or
gravel). This would make it more pleasant for people to enjoy the park, guide people on

bikes and scooters towards the Potomac yards trail, and probably save some money. | am
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unfortunately unable to attend the hearing tomorrow but | hope you take this feedback into
account as you consider the plan. Sincerely, Eric Ashcroft 543 Duncan Ave

Contact Information:

Name: Eric Ashcroft

Primary Phone: +1 (646) 594-3869

Email: ashcroft.eric@gmail.com

Social Persona:

Service Questions:

Question

Answer

Which Council Member would you like to contact?

All Members

What is the nature of your request?

Legislative or Policy Issues

meeting?

Is your request related to the upcoming public hearing or Council

Yes

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.

DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.
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CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

From: Brian Collins <brian.c1@me.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 17, 2023 4:47 PM

To: Jack Browand

Cc: CouncilComment@alexandriava.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Field Temperature Guidelines Safety

[You don't often get email from brian.cl@me.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Hi Jack, | hope you are having a good weekend.
I am looking for the Alexandria City Parks and recreation policy regarding safety and field temperature standards/policy.

Specifically, if there is a policy, what are the safety standards to ensure children and adults are not exposed to excessive
heat for events scheduied artificial turf?

For example, does the city monitor field surface temperatures and is there any standard for when play is allowed or
disallowed. What if a field temperature exceeds 105 degrees, is play allowed?

I'd appreciate on how | can obtain any policy, guidelines or standards.

Thanks, Brian
703-795-8169

DISCLAIMER: This message was sent from outside the City of Alexandria email system.
DO NOT CLICK any links or download attachments unless the contents are from a trusted source.



