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June 17, 2023

Dear Mayor, Vice Mayor and Members of City Council,

My name is Jonathan Krall. Before | get started on my main topic, I'd like to express support for
my Duke Street friends and their request for high-quality transit that does not get stuck in traffic.
But my purpose here is to speak up for Medicare for All.

| am here with my Medicare For All friends to present this petition to you. The petition asks that
you pass a resolution of support that would direct Congress to pass the Medicare For All bills
currently under consideration. By doing so, you would add Alexandria to the chorus of over 100
communities across the USA that have passed such resolutions.

These signatures represent the work of volunteers from Grassroots Alexandria and the Northern
Virginia Democratic Socialists of America and the support of our allies, Our Revolution Virginia
and Tenants and Workers United. These petition signatures were gathered at farmers’ markets,
shopping centers, and apartment complexes all across Alexandria.

We have all worked hard to gather these 330 signatures, all from Alexandria City. People who
we talked to were mostly supportive, reflecting the majority support that exists in the United
States as a whole.

We did this work and are doing this work because we are committed to the idea that healthcare
is a human right and that barriers to access, such as exploitative business models, should be
reduced or eliminated.

According to the census bureau, over 12,000 Alexandrians have no health insurance. | can only
assume that many more are unable to do what | do, which is to pay my medical bills even when |
barely understand them. Our healthcare system needs to be changed.

| understand that a majority of you on our City Council do support this effort. | thank you for your
commitment to the health of Alexandira and ask that we work together to pass a resolution in
support of Medicare For All.

Thank you for your time and attention,

N y
U™ P’/
Y

Jonathan Krall Member, Grassroots Alexandria Steering Committee
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Grassroots Alexandria, 6a E Mason Ave, Alexandria, VA 22301
GrassrootsAlexandria.org
703 477 4186
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Alexandria City Council Public Hearing
ACT Public Comment

June 17, 2023

Good Morning, and thank you for this opportunity to speak at this City Council Hearing. My
name is Saba Fentaw, and | am Community Organizer at African Communities Together. ACT is
a national nonprofit dedicated to improving the lives of African immigrants and empowering
them to fight for the dignity and respect they deserve. In this role, we support the tenants at
Southern Towers in their fight against displacement, which is why we are here before you today
to uplift their request for the city to stand and in solidarity with the tenants and publicly condemn
CIM’s actions.

CIM has implemented a new utility billing system that is adding to the financial burden of our
community members. Under previous ownership at Southern Towers, tenants were only
required to pay a flat rate of $20/person for water and $15 for trash. CIM is now charging
tenants for all utilities and associated fees, resulting in a significant increase in living costs in
addition to the already significant increases in rent. For example, tenants who previously only
had to pay roughly $55 for water and trash are now seeing utility bills of roughly $197 and
upwards. One tenant even received a bill for almost $500. Additionally, tenants are now faced
with inconsistencies in their billing, which makes financial planning difficult. There are also
discrepancies in how the tenants are being billed. While tenants in the Graham are charged for
their actual electric usage, tenants in the other four buildings on the property are tasked with
sharing the total utility bill associated with their building, and their portion is determined based
on the occupancy and square footage of their unit.

This billing system is just one of the many ways in which CIM has shown that they prioritize
profit over human lives and are willing to pass expenses onto cost-burdened tenants.

The tenants at Southern Towers are in dire need of your support. Blue-collar workers and
members of the immigrant community are being pushed out of their homes, and as we consider
the redevelopment of the West End, we cannot allow predatory corporations like CIM to
capitalize off of the displacement of the very communities that built our neighborhoods.

With this in mind, we hope City officials can come together and publicly condemn CIM's actions
and compel them to meet tenant demands.

Thank you for your consideration.



Alexandria City Council Public Hearing
Tariq Dafalla Public Comment

June 17, 2023

Good morning. My name is Tarig Dafalla, and up until this week, | was a tenant at Southern
Towers, which as you know, was bought by the CIM Group in 2020.

Although CIM claims they are “community-focused,” their actions have made it clear that they
would rather contribute to the displacement of working- class families, than provide stable and
safe housing. Tenants have met with CIM on numerous occasions to discuss our concerns and
explain the struggles we face, but we still find ourselves dealing with unfair pricing practices,
mold, and maintenance issues. Our community is seeing rent increases ranging from 6% to
14%, and our parking fees are nearly double what neighboring properties charge. Additionally,
while rent used to be all-inclusive, CIM is now making us pay for utilities separately, even though
our rent has gone up significantly. These pricing practices make it clear to us that CIM prioritizes
profit over human lives.

| have personally experienced CIM’s unjust practices, which has caused significant hardships
for me. Due to my hospitalization for high cholesterol and blood pressure, | was unable to pay
my rent and fell behind. Upon my release from the hospital, CIM gave me a five- day notice to
pay the entire amount or vacate the premises. This added stress to my already vulnerable
situation and affected both me and my family. | couldn’t work much during my illness, and my
income suffered as a result. Unfortunately, many members of our community are facing similar
challenges. This unfair treatment by CIM not only places additional financial burden on us but
also contributes to the displacement of immigrant communities, which play a crucial role in the
social fabric of Alexandria.

We kindly request your support by publicly condemning CIM'’s actions. By publicly denouncing
their practices and advocating for tenant rights, we hope to bring about positive change. Thank
you for your time and consideration.
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Alexandria City Council Public Hearing
Eden Kidane Public Comment

June 17, 2023

Good morning. My name is Eden Kidane, and | am a tenant at Southern Towers. | have lived in
Southern Towers for almost four years. Today | am here to share my experience regarding the
new utility billing system implemented by CIM, which has caused significant financial hardship

for me and my Family.

As my neighbor mentioned previously, CIM's new billing system has resulted in additional
financial burdens for us. With five children to care for and a low-wage job, | already face
considerable financial responsibilities. Under the previous ownership at Southern Towers, we
were only required to pay a flat rate of $20 per person for water and $15 for trash. Now, my
utility bill is $400 a month, on top of rent increases, leading to a substantial increase in living
costs on my family. What makes matters worse is that the bills are inconsistent, making it

challenging to plan and budget accordingly.

In light of these circumstances, | kindly request your support in publicly condemning CIM's
actions and advocating for fair practices. Specifically, | urge you to request CIM to charge
tenants based on actual electric usage and the actual square footage of our units. This would
ensure that utility costs are more equitable and aligned with our specific needs and living

conditions.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Your support in addressing this issue would make a

significant difference in improving the lives of myself and my community.

























































