
         Docket Item # 7 & 8 
 BAR CASE #2013-0124/141 

         
         BAR Meeting 
         May 15, 2013 
 
 
ISSUE:  Permit to Demolish/Capsulate and Certificate of Appropriateness for 

Alterations/Signage 
    
APPLICANT: Amanda Mertins 
 
LOCATION:  605 Franklin Street 
 
ZONE:  CL / Commercial Low Zone 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends approval of the Permit to Demolish/Capsulate and Certificate of 
Appropriateness with the following conditions: 
 

1. That the new wood gate is painted or stained. 
2. That the color and material of the fabric awnings are submitted to BAR staff for 

review and approval prior to issuance of the Building Permit. 
3. That the proposed SDL painted wood windows will comply with the BAR’s adopted 

Window Policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
*EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 
Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if 
the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 
 
**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 
of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 
responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  
Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information. 
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I.  ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Permit to Demolish/Capsulate and a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for alterations and signage at 605 Franklin Street.   
 
Permit to Demolish/Capsulate 
The proposed Demolition/Capsulation includes: 
 

Side (West) Elevation 

 Demolition of approx. 21 sq. ft. of wall area, including an existing window, to install 
a painted steel, six-panel door with glazed top panels. 

 
Side (East) Elevation 

 Demolition of approx. 8 sq. ft. of wall area below existing window to install a new, a 
new, painted wood, single-light entry door with single-light transom. 

 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
The proposed alterations include: 

 

General 

 Apply a limewash over the existing brick wall surface. 
 Replace existing storm windows (no BAR review required.) 

 
Front (South) Elevation 

 Replace existing half-glass, two-panel entry door with a new, painted wood, single-
light entry door. 

 Removal of single light fixture at front entry and replace with two (2) wall, mounted, 
lantern-style, light fixtures to flank entry door. 

 Installation of a 6’ high, wood, gate affixed to the existing brick wall enclosing the 
east side yard. 

 Remove existing wood columns on front entry portico and replace with new, painted 
wood columns and brackets. 

 Install fabric awnings above second floor windows. 
 Install a new bracketed, PVC trellis above the first floor windows. 

 
Side (West) Elevation 

 Install a new bracketed, PVC trellis above the first floor windows. 
 Install fabric awnings above second floor windows on the main massing. 
 Install a painted steel, six-panel door with glazed top panels. 
 Install a wall, mounted, lantern-style, light fixture with motion-sensor to the left of 

the new entry door. 
 Remove and replace the existing third floor louver with an arched, four-light SDL, 

painted wood window. 
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Side (East) Elevation 

 Remove and replace the existing third floor louver with an arched, four-light SDL, 
painted wood window. 

 Install a new, painted wood, single-light entry door with single-light transom. 
 Install two (2) wall, mounted, lantern-style, light fixtures to flank entry door. 

 

Signage 
 A new, double-sided unlit, blade sign mounted on a metal sign bracket affixed to the 

western portion of the first floor elevation.  This proposed 2’ x 3’ rectangular sign (6 
sq. ft.) is fabricated from painted wood identifying the company’s name “Patina.”  
The sign will be mounted to a simple aluminum bracket and affixed to the brick 
façade with bolts embedded into the mortar joints.   
 

II.  HISTORY 
The core of the two-story, brick veneer commercial building at 605 Franklin Street was 
constructed in 1954.  A second story was added, the footprint was nearly doubled in size, and it 
was remodeled in a Colonial Revival style in 1969. 
 
Previous Approvals: 
In October 1998, the BAR approved an after-the-fact Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
installation of two signs on the subject building.  The first is a sign measuring 9" x 8' (6 square 
feet) mounted on the fascia of the shed roofed entry porch.  It is green, with a white pinstripe 
border and white lettering “LORDS & LADIES.”  The second sign measures 4' x 6'6" and is 
suspended by chains from an iron scroll bracket at the southwest corner of the building.  It is 
green with a white oval border and white lettering “LORDS & LADIES Salon/Spa.”   
(BAR98-0161.) 
 

III. ANALYSIS 
Permit to Demolish/Capsulate 
In considering a Permit to Demolish/Capsulation the Board must consider the following criteria 
set forth in the Zoning Ordinance, §10-105(B): 

 
(1)  Is the building or structure of such architectural or historical interest that its moving, 
removing, capsulating or razing would be to the detriment of the public interest? 
(2)  Is the building or structure of such interest that it could be made into a historic 
house? 
(3)  Is the building or structure of such old and unusual or uncommon design, texture and 
material that it could not be reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty? 
(4) Would retention of the building or structure help preserve the memorial character of 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway? 
(5)  Would retention of the building or structure help preserve and protect an historic 
place or area of historic interest in the city? 
(6) Would retention of the building or structure promote the general welfare by 
maintaining and increasing real estate values, generating business, creating new 
positions, attracting tourists, students, writers, historians, artists and artisans, attracting 
new residents, encouraging study and interest in American history, stimulating interest 
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and study in architecture and design, educating citizens in American culture and heritage, 
and making the city a more attractive and desirable place in which to live? 

 

The proposed demolition/capsulation of portions of the west and east elevation of this mid-20th 
century building to install entry doors, will not negatively impact the context of the adjacent 
historic buildings or the integrity of the district.  Staff supports the Permit to 
Demolish/Capsulation, as proposed. 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
Staff finds that the proposed alterations to this mid-20th century building will not damage or 
negatively impact the surrounding streetscape and are compatible with the building’s 
architectural style.   The building underwent extensive renovations in 1969 which include the 
second floor addition and enlarging the footprint.  The proposed alterations including the 
application of a limewash to this building’s modern machine-made brick exterior are minor in 
scope and mostly easily reversible.  
 
Signage 

According to the Design Guidelines, “Signs…are prominent visual elements of the streetscape in 
commercial areas of the historic district;” and “Signs should blend with and not detract from the 
historic architecture of the district.”  The proposed signage consistent with the Design Guidelines 
in design, material and scale and is appropriate for the architectural character of 605 Franklin 
Street and this section of the historic district. 
 

 

STAFF 
Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion    F- finding 
 
Zoning Section 
 
C-1 Required parking in compliance per e-mail from client on 5/1/13. 
 
C-2 Proposed doors, sign, light and repairs to the existing covered entry comply with zoning. 
 
C-3 Project complies with zoning regulations. 
 
 
Code Administration: 
 
F-1 The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has 

filed for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit 
plans.   If there are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Plan Review 
Services Division Chief at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4193.  

 
C-1 Building and trades permits where required must be obtained prior to applicable work 

commencement. Five sets of construction documents that fully detail the construction as 
well as layout and schematics of any alterations made to mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing systems must be submitted to the Code office for review.  If a design 
professional prepares drawings for the project the plans must bear the seal of the design 
professional in accordance with the Code of Virginia Section 54.1-410B. 

  
C-2 Any proposed alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of 

the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (VUSBC). 
 
V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supporting Materials  

2 – Application BAR2013- 00124 and 0141 at 605 Franklin Street 
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l'!.QIES.; MEASUREMENTS Dimensions given are for active units; dimensions of stationary units may vary. All measurements are nominal. Elevation charts are not to scale. 

CLEAR OPENINGS See page WM0-14 for Clear Opening Dimension Charts. 

DIVIDED LITES 
Divided lites are optional. Divided lite configurations mUS1 be specified when ordering. 
•Door glass widths are shown per door panel for one-lite glass. For cutlite glass widths, contact your supplier. 

PRODUCT CODES Use the product codes shown when ordering. When ordering single doors, specify stationary, hinged left or hinged right. Operation is viewed 
from the exterior. · 

OTHER DIMENSIONS See pages WM0-12 & WM0-13 for Relative Dimension Charts. 

SIZE LIMITATIONS See page WM0-13 for Siz.e Limitation Charts. 

MULLING . See pages WM0-15 for Multiple Assembly details. 

TRANSOMS The trnnsoms shown ore stand-alone units. Adjustments moy be required when stocking over other uni ts; adjustments will be mode in the 
factory. Transom dimensions for units stacked above doors may vary. Transoms ore sash set as standard. 
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.Atlas sl~t:ff a·~d PtAQUES . 
~~ 

_ made in the USA ::;z shipped worldwide , 

HOME ABOUT US 

Added Dimension 

Address Plaques 

Animals at the Zoo 

Art Deco 

Church Signs 

Commercial Signage 

Craftsman Touch 

Everything Swirls 

Flower Gardens 

Gift Ideas 

Historic Markers 

Man Cave Signs 

Memorial Plaques 

Military & Service Plaques 

Mini Signs 

Modern Signs 

Name Plates & Plaques 

Nautical Theme Signs 

No Solicitors 

Plain and Simple 

CONTACT US TESTIMONIALS 

Modina Hanging Blade Sign Bracket 

Product Description 

5 l & N f>pp.e,)(e1 
Welcom e Guest, Sign in or register . 

ltem(s): 0 Total : $0.00 c::HEq<oiiT 

keyword(s), item#, etc... q 

Manufacturer •Nww.hooksandlatllce.com 

Price Fro s, 86.00 to 5268.00 

Product S•zefor 
[ Select Size for Price ; ) 

Options Proce 

Quantity· !11 [ Add to Cart ] 

-

Please Remove Shoes 

Privacy Plaques & Signs 

Round & Oval Plaques 

Signs for Golf 

The Modina Hanging Blade Sign Bracket is made wHh a 2" square tube steel shaft and a iron baH fonial Mounts to any flat post or wall wHh a heavy 

duty 3" back plate with four mountong holes. Black Powder Coat Ftnish 

Stakes, Sign Brackets, 
Hooks, Posts 

Supplies & Samples 

Tick Tock Clocks 

Trees & Birds 

Vertical Plaques 

Victorian 

Wedding Plaques 

Welcome Signs & Plaques 

Sizes available· 

Overall Width : 30" 

Suggested Sign Width: 16"-24" 

Ring Canters: 14" 

Overall Width: 40" 

Suggested Sign Width: 26"-36" 

Ring Canters: 22·· -
Overall Width: 50" 

Suggested Sign Width: 34"-48" 

Rmg Centers: 30" 
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MENUB 
~Ia® Twin Colonial Light Entry Door 

Pella® Twin Colonial Light Entry Door 

Explore Door Styles > Fiberglass and Steel Entry Doors >Twin Colonial Light Entry Doors 

Pella® Twin Colonial Light Entry Door with Glass 

• 

• 

Please hover over the large Image above for more detail. 

Features 

• Durable, low-maintenance fiberglass or steel 
• PerformaSeal™ weathertlght seal technology-resistant design 
• Optional AdvantagePius™ optional low-maintenance protection system 
• Optional multipoint lock system for added security 
• Design flexibility of a prefinlshed stained or painted entry door 

VIEW ALL DOOR OPTIONS >> 

Where to Buy 

Sizes 

Replacing, remodeling or building a new home? Entry doors from Pella are available In a wide range of sizes to fit most any project. 

• so•· height with 30", 32", 34" or 36" width 
• 84" height with 36" width 
• 96" height with 32", 34" or 36" width 

• View Pella® Twin Colonial Light Entry Door with Glass Size Chart » 

Need help figuring out the size you need? 
Contact Pella » 

Brochure 
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OWNERSHIP AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Use additional sheets if necessary 

1. Aoolicant. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an 
interest in the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each 
owner of more than ten percent. The term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable interest 
held at the time of the application in the real property which is the subject of the application. 

Name Address Percent of Ownersh~ 
1. 
Helmut and Amanda Mertins 4007 Belle Rive Ter., Alexandria VA 22309 100°/o 

2. 
Helmut and Amanda Mertins 

"'3: 
Helmut and Amanda Mertins 

2. Property . State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an 
interest in the property located at 605 Franklin St. , Alexandria VA 22314 (address), 
unless the entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each owner of more than ten 
percent. The term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable interest held at the time of the 
application in the real property which is the subject of the application. 

Name Address Percent of Ownershij:> 
1

· Helmut and Amanda Mertins 4007 Belle Rive Ter., Alexandria VA 22309 1 OOo/o 
2. 

Helmut and Amanda Mertins 
· 3, 

Helmut and Amanda Mertins 

3. Business or Financial Relationships . Each person or entity indicated above in sections 1 and 2, with 
an ownership interest in the applicant or in the subject property are require to disclose any business or 
financial relationship, as defined by Section 11-350 of the Zoning Ordinance, existing at the time of this 
application, or within the12-month period prior to the submission of this application with any member of 
the Alexandria City Council , Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals or either Boards of 
Architectural Review. All fields must be filled out completely. Do not leave blank. (If there are no 
relationships please indicated each person or entity and "None" in the corresponding fields). 

For a list of current council , commission and board members, as well as the definition of business 
I I . h' I' k h and financia re at1ons ~ c 1c ere. 

Name of person or entity Relationship as defined by Member of the Approving 
Section 11-350 of the Zoning Body (i.e. City Council, 

Ordinance Plannin_g_ Commission, etc.) 
1. 

None None Helmut and Amanda Mertins 

'"'2: 
Helmut and Amanda Mertins 

3. 
Helmut and Amanda Mertins 

NOTE: Business or financial relat1onsh1ps of the type described m Sec. 11-350 that arise after the fihng of 
this application and before each public hearing must be disclosed prior to the public hearings. 

fos the applicant or the applicant's authorized agent, I hereby attest to the best of my ability that 
the information provided above is true and correct. 

05/01 /2013 Helmut Mertins I Amanda Mertins 

Date Printed Name 
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