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As an Architect who practiced for 40 years and designed hundreds of multifamily units in historic districts as 
renovations / additions or as new development, I am greatly concerned about the appropriateness of design of 
this development.  

The issue is Context. 

Is the development designed in context with the Old Town North Urban Design 
Guidelines? 
NO – the OTN guidelines promote building design excellence that is “context-sensitive”, rather than a 
change in massing, scale and visibility that overwhelms the neighborhood. 

NO – the development bears no relation to the Neighborhood Precedents, because of the change in 
color and use of multi-story piers on the façade.  

NO – the addition creates a “monolithic façade without relief.”  The guidelines recommend it either 
step back above the 3rd story, have building breaks or setbacks or incrementally alter the depth of 
the façade along the street “with 20-25% of the total street frontage setback 2-10 feet from the 
property line.” 

Is the development designed in context with the Old and Historic district to 
memorialize the George Washington Parkway entrance to the city? 
NO –this development is NOT compatible with the massing, materials or scale of the architectural 
setting and parkway environment. Regardless of the massing of the previously approved existing 
building – at least it used materials that were contextual in their impact on the neighborhood. 

NO - the development does NOT safeguard the identity of the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway by creating an entrance to the city that memorializes the historical, cultural and traditional 
character of the city. 

NO - The development purposefully exaggerates its size and 
visibility from the GW Parkway – this would be obvious if a 
rendering had been provided.  

NO - The building materials do nothing to complement the 
neighborhood – by changing the red brick to a lighter grey color its 
visibility will overwhelm drivers as they approach Old Town. 

 
The existing building is already the only building between Slaters Lane and First Street that is 
visible behind the tree-lined border of the GW Parkway. 

NO – fencing for residential buildings in this zoning district is not to exceed 3 ft. 6 inches in height. Yet 
the courtyard will have a six-foot-high privacy fence, where only brick gateway entrances are shown as 
precedent. 

 



Is the development in context to the existing neighborhood? 
The major tenet of new design in historic districts across the nation that is universally 
understood is that the design should complement the neighborhood, not detract from it. 

 

 
  ? 
 

 

 

 
Surprisingly, this design imitates new buildings and additions that come out of review by the city 
of Alexandria - with its multi-story masonry piers and change of material in between – yet this is 
wholly inappropriate for its location and site.  

NO - The context of the neighborhood of East Abingdon Drive is its presence along a leafy green 
lawned Parkway surrounded by smaller scale townhouses of varying hues of red brick, not a dense 
urban neighborhood previously composed of industrial buildings. 

NO - The addition is designed to be visibly distinct from the original building - which utilizes a more 
harmonious color palette – and does not complement the neighborhood.  As the architect pointed out 
on March 5th, the addition “needs a presence, needs to stand out.”  This idea is better suited to 
another project and is cited as inappropriate design in the zoning regulations. 

NO - The use of vertical piers violates the requirement for “traditional solid-void relationships” and 
creates the illusion of greater height rather than adapting residential scale floor-to-floor heights to 
complement the neighborhood.  

NO – the use of the front façade as a “screen” stretches the width of the actual building to include the 
projecting balconies, which again is out of context with the design and scale of the neighborhood. 

NO – the existing two-story piers remain at the 1st floor of the original building – Are they double 
height amenity spaces? Or are they 2 story townhouses with inappropriate commercial storefronts?  

 

 525 and 425 Montgomery Street – former 
industrial/commercial sites 

Proposed facade for GW Parkway 
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