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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 2-106 (ADVERTISING STRUCTURE) of
Avrticle Il (DEFINITIONS), Sections 4-1409 (PUBLIC ART) and 4-1410 (SIGNS) of
Article IV (COMMERCIAL, OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES), Section 6-605
(SIGNS) of Article VI (SPECIAL AND OVERLAY ZONES), Article IX (SIGNS), and
Section 11-513 (ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIAL USE PERMIT) of Article XI
(DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS AND PROCEDURES) of the City of Alexandria Zoning
Ordinance related to signs, in accordance with the text amendment heretofore approved by
city council as Text Amendment No. 2024-00010.

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that:

1. In Text Amendment No. 2024-00010, the Planning Commission, having found
that the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice so require,
recommended approval to the City Council on January 9, 2025 of a text amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance to adopt amendments related to signs, which recommendation was approved
by the City Council at public hearing on March 15, 2025;

2. The City Council in adopting this ordinance expressly adopts, ratifies, affirms and
concurs in the finding and action of the Planning Commission above stated:;

3. All requirements of law precedent to the adoption of this ordinance have been
complied with; now, therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Section 2-106 (ADVERTISING STRUCTURE) of the Zoning
Ordinance be, and the same hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in strikethrough
and inserting new language shown in underline, as follows:

**k%k

2-106 — Reserved.-Advertising-structure:
Anyv-sigh-6ro0 obj 0 Hetbre sepvi

Section 2. That Sections 4-1409 (PUBLIC ART) and 4-1410 (SIGNS) of the Zoning
Ordinance be, and the same hereby are, amended by deleting the language shown in
strikethrough and inserting new language shown in underline, as follows:

**k*k

4-1409 - Reserved.-Public-art:
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Section 3. That Section 6-605 (SIGNS) of the Zoning Ordinance be, and the same
hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in strikethrough and inserting new language
shown in underline, as follows:

6-605 — Reserved.-Sighs-
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Section 4. That Article IX (SIGNS) of the Zoning Ordinance be, and the same

hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in strikethrough and inserting new language
shown in underline, as follows:

Sec. 9-100 — General provisions.
9-101 - Findings, purpose, interpretation, and intent;-aterpretation.

*kk

(G)

*k*k

(K)

(L)

This article-Article—X governs the erection and display of all signs—marguees—and
awnings in the City; except those erected and displayed by the City, the Commonwealth
of Virginia, and the United States in furtherance of their governmental responsibilities,
and those required by law to be erected and displayed;-and-public-art.

This article shall apply to signs—rarguees—and-awnings-on property not used for public
right-of-way. Under no circumstances shall any provision herein authorize placement of a

sign on any public right-of-way.
Wherever this article permits a sign with commercial content, non-commercial content

is also permitted subject to the same requirements of size, color, illumination,
movement, materials, location, height and construction.

9-102 — Deflnltlons

o)
B
©
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(A)

(B)

(©)
(D)

Billboard. Any sign that consists of a single panel surface larger than 100 square feet in
size that is installed as an independent structure or is mounted on the side or top of a
building, and this sign along with its location is sold, rented, or leased to a user that is not
the property's business owner.

Digital text—and—graphta&gn Any S|gn that can change its content by Way of electronlc
or mechamcal means-but-a 3

ne—me%ethan—twe—tlmes—per—day Dlgltal te*t—and—gmphwmgns mclude but are not Ilmlted

to,—eanbe-in-theform-—of images projected onto a building, televisions, monitors, and
other screens.

Flag. A piece of cloth or similar material, shaped like a pennant, rectangle, or square,
attachable by one straight edge to a pole or rope or attached at the top and draped.
Flashing sign. Ary sign consisting of, or illuminated by, flashing or intermittent lights or
other lights of changing degrees of intensity, brightness or color except for digital-text

and-graphie-signs.
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(E)

(F)
(H)

(1

()
(K)

(L)

(M)

(N)

(0)

(P)

Freestanding sign. A sign that is_supported by an independent structure and is not

attached to a burldrnq or other structure sueperted—by—struetures—er—sueperts—m—er—upen

|ncIude but are not I|m|ted to, monument signs, mmorfreestandlnq signs, and pole signs.
Freestanding sign, monument: A freestanding sign without visible supporting posts or
poles under the sign face.

Herght The maximum vertical drstance from the ground at the base of the srgn—erLfeF

IIIumrnated srgn Any sign that IS backlrt mternally Irghted or Irghted by d|rect external
lighting fixtures.

Internally illuminated panel sign. An illuminated sign with a light fixture inside a
rectangular box with a translucent sign face.

Movrng or-wndblown srgn Any-srgn that has movrnq parts anyelement—er—part—ef—whreh

feather—srgns—A flag IS not a moving er—wmdblewprsrgn

Pole sign. Ary-freestanding sign taler—than-six—feet that is mounted on one or more
visible, ground-mounted poles. A flag, as defined by 9-102(CN), en-an affixed to a pole
IS not a pole sign.

Portable S|gn Any temporary, freestanding 5|gn including but not I|m|ted to A- frame

Roof srgn Any waII srgn attached—ereeted—en—epafh*ed to a burldrng—er—strueture—whrch
extends, in whole or in part, above the roof line or the-eaves-er-bottom-edge-of-theroof;
or is located on a penthouse. The term “roof sign” shall not include a wall sign which is
mounted on a parapet wall above the roof line and below the top of the parapet.

Sign. An object, device, display structure, or part thereof, visible to and designed to

communicate |nformat|on to persons ina publrc areafremapubheplaee—a—pubhenght-

ergan&atren—busmess—preduet—serwee—event—epfeeatren by any means mvolvrng
words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, logos, colors, illumination, or projected
images. A srqn may have one or two faces and may have messaqes on each face Fhe

Sign face The portion of a sign strueture which contarns Words letters, figures, de3|qns

symbols, logos, or similar and any distinctive background, separate from the building or
structure to which it is attached, containing these elements.-bearing-the-message-.




O©oOoO~NOoO oIk WN -

(Q)

Sign area. The sum of the areas of the smallest rectangle around each individual word,

(R)
(S)
(M

(V)
V)

figure, design, symbol, logo, or similar and any distinctive background, separate from the
building, containing these elements. For freestanding signs, sign area shall not include the
base of the sign and shall only include the area of one sign face.

Sign area ratio. The ratio of the building wall’s width to the sign area.

Sign structure. Any structure supporting-e+bearing-a sign face.
Temporary S|gn A S|qn intended to be dlsplaved for a short period of tlmeAny—SIgn

WaII 3|gn Any—5|gn attached to a bmldmg or palnted on or agalnst a flat vertical surface
of a structure.

Window sign. Ary-sign visible frem-outside-a-buHding-and-wvisible through any window
or door and attached to or within four feet in front of or behind the-surface-ef-a-window
or door.
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9-200 -Signs regulations_and limitations-by-zening-district.
9-201- Sign regulations.

Signs are permitted on any lot, in any zone, and in any required vard subject to all other applicable requirements of this Article.

(A) Sign regulations for a lot containing a single-unit, two-unit, townhouse, and multi-unit up to four unit use.

Sign type Maximum number of signs Maximum sign area Maximum height

Flags 3 16 square feet 25 feet
Freestanding, minor 2 1 square foot (each sign) 3 feet
Wall 2 1 square foot (each sign) No limit

On a lot with an active building permit

or that is actively marketed for sale or 7 square feet

rent . .
Temporary Signs posted for no more than 120 days No limit 6 feet (freestanding only)

with a 30 day interruption between 7 square feet (each sign)

postings

(B) Sign requlations for a lot containing a non-residential, multi-unit with more than four units, and mixed uses Freestanding monument and wall

signs may be illuminated subject to the limitations established by section 9-202.

Sign type

Maximum number

Maximum sign area

Maximum height

35 feet (freestanding

Flags 3 24 square feet only)
Lots 100 feet wide or less Not permitted
. Lots more than 100 feet wide but less
Freestanding, - 1 32 square feet 6 feet
200 feet wide
monument —
Lots 200 feet wide and wider 2 40 square feet
6 feet

Signs located 20 feet or less from any
front lot line

Freestanding,
minor

5 per 100 feet of lot width

4 square feet
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Signs located more than 20 feet from
any front lot line

5 per 100 feet of lot width

8 square feet

Wall _ o
Signs located on buildings 40 feet tall or 1:1.5 sign area ratio
less
. - No limit No limit
Signs located on buildings taller than 40 o .
1:2 sign area ratio
feet
Portable 1 per business 8 square feet 4 feet
Cannot exceed more
0 -
Window No limit than 20% of the glazing No limit
- - area of the window —_—
where it is installed
On a lot with an active building permit
or that is actively marketed for sale or 1 1:1 sign area ratio
rent
Temporary 6 feet (freestanding only)
Signs posted for no more than 120 days
with a 30 day interruption between No limit 1:1 sign area ratio

postings
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9-202 — Signs permitted with special use permit.

(A)  Waiver of requirement by special use permit. A special use permit may be
obtained pursuant to section 11-500, which authorizes the provision of signage
otherwise not permitted by this Article IX, subject to the following:

1) The special use permit applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed
signage would correspond with the intent of this Article IX and
2) City council finds that:
i The proposed signage has an exceptional design or approach that
cannot be accomplished within the existing regulations;
ii. The proposed signage will not have an adverse impact on the
nearby neighborhood; and
iii. The signs comply with the applicable standards for approval of a
special use permit set forth in section 11-504.

(B) Signs permitted with administrative special use permit. The following signs may

be allowed with administrative approval, subject to section 11-513:

(A) Any signs that exceed the maximum permitted number, height, or sign area;

(B) Temporary signs that are posted for more than 120 days without interruption; and
(C) Digital signs.

9-203 — Prohibited signs.
The following signs are prohibited:

(A) __ Flashing signs;

(B) Illuminated wall signs located higher than 35 feet above grade within historic
districts or facing the George Washington Memorial Parkway;

(C) Internally illuminated panel signs;

(D) Moving signs;

(E) Pole signs that exceed six feet in height;

(F) Roof signs;

(G)  Signs erected on public land; other than 1) those approved by the city manager or
his or _her designee in writing, 2) those where an ordinance authorizing such
encroachment has been enacted by city council those approved by the City under
a right-of-way agreement, 3) those authorized by law without such approval, or 4)
those permitted under Virginia Code 8§ 24.2-310E;

(H) __ Signs that simulate traffic control signs or any other sign displayed by a public
authority. Any such sign is subject to immediate removal and disposal by an
authorized city official as a nuisance;

() Any sign that causes a safety hazard for vehicular, bicycle, or pedestrian traffic
due to its location;

Q) Signs that emit sound, smoke, flame, scent, mist, aerosol, bubbles, liquid, or gas;
and

(K)  Billboards.

9-204 — Sign limitations, removal, and maintenance requirements.
(A) Limitations for illuminated signs.
Q) Signs shall comply with the limitations established for lighting in City Code
section 13-1-3 and

16
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2 Signs facing or located on a lot abutting a residential zone shall not be illuminated

between 10:30 p.m. and 6:30 a.m..
(B) Limitations for portable signs.

1) Signs shall be located on the property of the sign owner, outside a minimum
lateral walkway clearance of five feet for pedestrian travel, within 15 feet of the front
building wall, and a minimum of 15 feet from any driveway or intersection; and

2 Signs shall only be displayed during operating hours of the business.

(C) Removal and maintenance requirements.

1) Whenever the use of a building or structure or real property is discontinued, all
sign faces pertaining to that use which were previously erected or displayed shall be
removed within 30 days of the discontinuance of the use.

(2 Irrespective of any continued use or any discontinuance in use of a building or
structure, a supporting standard or structure for a sign shall be removed if the
standard or structure is not occupied by a sign permitted by this ordinance for a
continuous period of one year.

3) It shall be the responsibility of the owner of the building, structure, or real
property to accomplish the removal. If, after written notice to the owner from the
director, such signs or supporting standards or structures are not removed within ten
days of the notice, the director shall cause the removal and charge the cost to the
owner.

4) Any sign erected on public land is subject to immediate removal and disposal by
any authorized official. Removal of the sign under this provision does not preclude
liability of the person responsible for the sign.

(5) All signs shall be maintained at all times in a safe structural condition and in a
neat and clean condition and shall be kept free from defective or missing parts or
peeling paint.

(6) The building official may find cause to have signs removed or repaired
immediately without written notice any sign which, in their opinion, has become
insecure, in _danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe, and, as such, presents an
immediate threat to the safety of the public. If such action is necessary to render a
sign safe, the cost of such emergency removal or repair shall be at the expense of the
owner or lessee thereof as provided in the Uniform Statewide Building Code.
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9-402 — Nonconforming signs.

(A)

(B)

(©)

Nonconforming sSigns means any sign that existed prior to the effective date of any
change in the zoning regqulations or restrictions but which thereafter, by reason of such
change, |s not in compliance W|th the zonlnq requlatlons or restnctlons then in effect

as—qealmeel—leelew—The burden of establlshlng nonconformlng status of S|gns and of the
physical characteristics/location of such signs shall be that of the owner of the property.
Upon notice from the zoning administrator, a property owner shall submit verification
that sign(s) were lawfully existing at time of erection. Failure to provide such verification
shall be cause for order to remove sign(s) or bring sign(s) into compliance with the
current ordinance. Nonconforming signs shall be permitted to continue indefinitely and

shall be considered legal uses and structures subject to the following:
No nonconforming sign shall be modified or relocated unless such modification or

relocation complies with this artlcle—entapged—nel;ehecu—any—featewe—ef—a—neneentetmmg

neneen#emng—agn etheethana—pele—ygn If a nonconformlnq sign, other than a pole

sign, is destroyed, demolished, or otherwise removed, it may be reconstructed provided
that there is no increase in the degree of noncompliance which existed prior to such

destruction, demolltlon or removal Nonconforming signs shall not be extended or

(D) A pole sign which exceeds six feet in height shall be removed if:

(1) The pole sign is destroyed, demolished, or otherwise removed or
(2) The cost to repair a damaged sign is more than 50% of the replacement value of
the S|qn

30
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(F) A nonconforming sign which is changed to becoming conforming or is replaced by a
conforming sign shall no longer be deemed nonconforming, and thereafter such sign shall
be in accordance with the provisions of this article.

Section 5. That Section 11-513 (ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIAL USE PERMIT) of
the Zoning Ordinance be, and the same hereby is, amended by deleting the language shown in
strikethrough and inserting new language shown in underline, as follows:

11-513 — Administrative special use permit.

*kk

(W)  Specific standards for signs.
(1) All signs and sign structures shall comply with the height regulations of
the zone in which they are located.

(2) Signs must be located on a site that has one or more of the following:
(@) A lotsize of 15,000 square feet or more;
(b) Three or more businesses;
(c) Frontage on more than one street; or
(d) Frontage exceeding 400 feet.

(3) For temporary signs only, the administrative special use permit shall
expire two years from the date of approval.

(4) The wall sign area ratio, including temporary signs, shall not exceed 1:2.

(5) The sign is not a prohibited sign pursuant to section 9-203.

(6) The number of freestanding signs shall not exceed the maximum number
permitted by more than 50 percent. If fewer than two freestanding
monument signs are permitted pursuant to section 9-201, no more than one
additional freestanding monument sign shall be permitted with
administrative special use permit approval.

(7) The freestanding sign shall not have a sign area or height of more than
one-third larger than the maximum sign area and taller than the height
otherwise permitted.

(8) Digital signs shall comply with the following criteria:

() Signs shall comply with the illumination limitations in section 9-
204(A);

(b) Text, graphics, and images shall not be animated, move, or flash;

(c) Signs shall have an automatic photocell dimmer; and

(d) The changing of text or graphics shall occur no more than two
times per minute.

*k*k
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Section 6. That the director of planning and zoning be, and hereby is, directed to
record the foregoing text amendment.

Section 7. That Section 2-106 (ADVERTISING STRUCTURE) of Article Il
(DEFINITIONS), Sections 4-1409 (PUBLIC ART) and 4-1410 (SIGNS) of Article IV
(COMMERCIAL, OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES), Section 6-605 (SIGNS) of Article VI
(SPECIAL AND OVERLAY ZONES), Article IX (SIGNS), and Section 11-513
(ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIAL USE PERMIT) of Article XI (DEVELOPMENT
APPROVALS AND PROCEDURES), as amended pursuant to Sections 1 through 5 of this
ordinance, be, and the same hereby are, reordained as part of the City of Alexandria Zoning
Ordinance.

Section 8. That this ordinance shall become effective on the date and at the time of
its final passage, and shall apply to all applications for land use, land development or subdivision
approval provided for under the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance which may be filed after
such date, and shall apply to all other facts and circumstances subject to the provisions of the
City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, except as may be provided in Article XII of the Zoning
Ordinance.

ALYIA GASKINS
Mayor

Introduction: 4/8/25
First Reading: 4/8/25
Publication:

Public Hearing: 4/26/25
Second Reading: 4/26/25
Final Passage: 4/26/25
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