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Agenda

1. Summary

2. Background

3. Discussion and Recommendation



Summary
Request

• Update City’s sign regulations

Council Action

• Approve or deny

Key Elements of the Discussion
• Greater clarity and consistency

• Allow digital signs with staff-level approval

• Increase sign size allowances to be more in line with both 

neighboring jurisdictions and past approval

• Streamline sign approval process
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• May 2016: last comprehensive update to sign regulations

• March 2022: Planning Commission requested that staff review 

the City’s digital sign regulations

• May 2023: staff presented digital sign policy updates to 

Planning Commission and proposed a more comprehensive 

update to the sign regulations

Background Information
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Organization, clarity, and conciseness

• Definitions

• Remove redundant 

regulations

• Re-organize into chart 

Example of current sign regulations

Proposed chart
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Sign allowance increases

• Wall sign ratio increase from 1:1 to 

1:1.5

• For buildings over 40 feet, 

increase to 1:2

 

Wall sign area allowance in nearby jurisdictions

Sign ratio

Arlington 1:2

Montgomery County 1:2

Fairfax County 1:1.5
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Amend SUP requirements

• Create administrative SUP process

•  Increase size, height, or number

•  Temporary sign time limit

•  Digital signs

• Allow Illuminated signs over 35 feet without 

SUP approval
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Digital sign standards

• Limitations

• Signs shall comply with the illumination 

limitations in section 9-204(A);

• Text, graphics, and images shall not be 

animated, move, or flash;

• Signs shall have an automatic photocell 

dimmer; and

• The changing of text or graphics shall occur 

no more than two times per minute.

8



Other changes

• Nonconforming pole sign regulations

• Remove setbacks for freestanding signs

• Consolidate temporary sign time limits

• Other minor changes
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Outreach

• Planning Commission work sessions

• Community meetings

• Virtual open houses

• Board of Architectural Review, business associations, NAIOP, 

Commission for Persons with Disabilities
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City Council Guidance
Staff and Planning Commission 

recommended approval

• Planning Commission recommended that 

the existing sign SUP approval process 

should remain
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