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May 5, 2025 

Planning Commission 
City of Alexandria 
301 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

RE: Support With Suggested Improvements for Proposed Rezoning of 2525 Mt. Vernon 
Avenue 

Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 

On behalf of the Del Ray Business Association (DRBA), I write to express our general support 
for the proposed rezoning and redevelopment of 2525 Mt. Vernon Avenue. We appreciate the 
Applicant’s commitment to replacing an abandoned building with a vibrant mix of daycare, 
retail/restaurant, and residential uses that align with Del Ray's family-oriented spirit. 

Including a daycare facility is a welcome addition to the Avenue, offering a much-needed service 
for families in the neighborhood. However, we encourage the Applicant and the City to work 
collaboratively to ensure that pick-up and drop-off times are carefully managed. These periods 
can create concentrated traffic flows, and we urge the Applicant to provide adequate coverage 
and clearly marked zones that minimize disruption to surrounding businesses and pedestrian 
activity. 

Additionally, we are excited that the project will bring many temporary residents to Del Ray. 
These visitors will dine in local restaurants and patronize Del Ray businesses. To ensure they 
have a quality experience during their stay, we request a thoughtful approach to lighting and 
pedestrian safety around the project, specifically on the 2500 block of Mt. Vernon Avenue. 
Updated and adequate lighting should be a priority to ensure a welcoming and secure 
environment for residents, daycare families, and evening visitors to restaurants and shops. To 
maximize the experience for visitors here on the weekend, we encourage coordination with the 
Del Ray Farmers’ Market to utilize the parking lot behind the 2400 block of Mt. Vernon Avenue 
to provide additional space for vendors during Saturday morning market hours.  

While the DRBA understands and supports a reduced parking requirement due to the 
neighborhood’s walkability and multimodal access, we emphasize the importance of working 
with local stakeholders to mitigate any potential impacts, including opening the underground 
parking in the buildings of the 2400 block of Mt. Vernon Avenue. 
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We appreciate the Applicant’s approach to managing parking needs, including offering spaces 
for a fee in nearby lots and providing dedicated spaces for daycare users. As always, we urge 
clear signage and communication around parking options to minimize confusion for both new 
residents and visitors. 

In closing, the Del Ray Business Association believes that, with thoughtful implementation, this 
project has the potential to enhance the vitality of Mt. Vernon Avenue and support the diverse 
needs of our community. We thank the Planning Commission for its ongoing efforts to guide 
responsible development in Del Ray. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Roth 
Government Relations Chair 
Del Ray Business Association 

Cc: Cathy Puskar 




