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OPENING

Calling the Roll.1

13-1209 Roll-Call Card.

Public Discussion Period.2

1.  Andrew Baldwin, 15 E. Rosemont Avenue, representing the Economic 

Opportunities Commission, summarized points on the Housing Master Plan, which 

the EOC submitted to the Housing Office last week.  Mr. Baldwin said the plan is 

silent in two critical areas:  the plan does not include numerical targets for affordable 

housing preservation and new unit creation scaled to address the scope of the 

problem; and it does not delineate a process for tracking progress in achieving the 

plan’s goals, nor does it attempt to quantify the costs involved so they can compare 

to the available resources and determine what, if any, gap is needed to be closed in 

the years ahead.  He said a process for tracking and reporting progress toward 

achieving the plan’s goals is also necessary to ensure accountability and to help the 

City assess the success of its strategies and make corrections as necessary.  He 

said affordable housing resources will continue to be scarce even as demand 

increases and the City should pursue all funding strategies detailed in the plan and 

some that are not.  

2.  Annabelle Fisher, 5001 Seminary Road, spoke of the need to eliminate more 

boards, commissions and advisory groups, as they take up too much staff time, such 

as the Commission for Women, the Commission on Persons with Disabilities and the 

Landlord-Tenant Relations Board.  She asked how many housing, social services and 

transportation groups do the City need.  She requested that the City Manager docket 

this item for discussion before the end of the year season. She said because they 

have term limits for boards and commissions, she suggested that there may now be 

time for Alexandria to have term limits for the Mayor and City Council .  

3. Charles Ziegler, 1201 Saint Stephens Road, vice president of the Friends of 

Beatley Central Library, urged support for elements of the FY 2014 budget as 

pertains to the library system.  The budget includes funding for nighttime cleaning 

three days a week at the Beatley Central, Barrett, Burke and Duncan branches, and it 

is a welcome move toward resolving the problem and providing a cleaner 

environment for both library patrons and staff.  The CIP includes funds for carpet 

replacement and treating wall system water penetration problems at Beatley, which 

are important steps in addressing serious deterioration of the infrastructure.  The CIP 

also includes additional funds for replacing carpet at the Barrett Branch and a water 

chiller system to improve the internal climate controls at the Burke Branch and should 

be supported by Council.  He noted the decrease of funds for the purchase of books, 

including eBooks, CD’s and DVD’s, and the funds should be restored.  Mr. Ziegler 

said it is planned to cut openings times by two hours a week at several branches, and 

he said the cuts should not take place.  

4. Helenmarie Corcoran, 1250 S. Washington Street, representing the Alexandria 

Arts Forum, spoke about arts in Alexandria, noting that Arts Place has named 

Alexandria as one of 44 robust arts places in the country, and detail released from 
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the arts and economic prosperity study for from the Americans for the Arts shows the 

substantial impact of the arts on the economy of the City.  She gave Council a 

briefing books on the arts organizations in the City and said they depend on the City 

for financial support through grants, but they also depend on the City for the vision to 

capitalize on the rich resource for the good of the entire community.  

5. Poul Hertel, 1217 Michigan Court, spoke about civility and said what he has 

witnessed in the Chambers is people are confusing different value systems with the 

tenor of the person.  He said he appreciates the messages sent out to the public but 

he urged that they look at some of the actions behind the dais in front of him. He said 

when citizens speak of their grievances, Council should not take the opportunity to go 

after them. He said the Planning Commission meeting was not a pleasant event and 

it is difficult in three minutes to have a constructive dialogue with anyone.  

6. Philip Matyas, N. Pitt Street, said that a few months ago, Council approved the 

reduction of 400 new hotel rooms from a Potomac Yard landbay.  He said that at a 

public meeting, he asked the City Manager to oppose the 400 room reduction and to 

convey it to Council, which he would not do.  He said they are tax revenue, income 

producing rooms that would be necessary to accomplish the additional visitors 

envisioned by Mayor Euille when he approved an additional $100,000  for ACVA 

advertising and $200,000 in ACVA advertising that Mr. Young has requested for a 

Charmville campaign in the upcoming budget.  He said if they do not need the 400 

hotel rooms for tax revenue, then it would be appropriate to remove hotel 

development from the waterfront discussion today.  He spoke of the burden of finding 

a parking space within a reasonable distance of a resident within four blocks of the 

river and that needs to be removed from the backs of the property owners and 

residents.  He implored Council to institute a resident only parking policy from 6 p.m. 

to 7 a.m. daily.  He said in the budget, one way to create millions of dollars is to look 

at the tax rates that are charged on commercial property owners.  Mr. Matyas 

thanked Mr. Baier for his placement of an ill-placed sign and there are now people 

not parking in front of a driveway/alleyway.  

7. Sally Valdes, 3508 Sterling Avenue, president, Friends Group at Burke Library, 

spoke about the value of the libraries to the community, noting that they provide 

valuable services to children, families, new immigrants and the community. She said 

the proposed cuts would cut staff, resources and hours, limiting the library’s ability to 

serve their communities. The summer programs provide a safe, social learning 

environment, they provide free internet for those who do not have the resources at 

home.  

8. Lisa Desjardins, 235 E. Monroe Avenue, said she lives three doors from the 

possible site of the new Walgreens.  She said the small businesses are what keeps 

Del Ray able to keep that community feel that they have.  She said they are 

concerned about the Walgreens, not only because there is another drug store a block 

away, but also because there is an important laundromat there, and it is a crucial part 

of the community.  She said if Council can do anything to prevent Walgreens, the 

community would be grateful.  

9. Jason Desjardins, 235 E. Monroe Avenue, spoke of the proposed Walgreens in 

Del Ray. He said one of the most influential reasons for him to move to the area was 

because of the small businesses that line the street.  He asked Council to think about 

the long run and if they start allowing more big businesses to move in, what will 

happen to the neighborhood.  

10. Heidi Ford, 1022 Oronoco Street, president, West Old Town Citizens Association 

and a member of the Braddock Implementation Advisory Group, spoke of staff 
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planning efforts for the Post Office park, which is related to the Post Offices on 

Pendleton Street.  She said in the deal made with the residents and the City was that 

the neighborhood would accept increased density in exchange for certain amenities.  

One of the amenities was a park of at least one acre on the Post Office lot, and the 

park was to be protected from Henry Street, namely that it did not want a park that 

faces on Henry Street.  She said when she went to the staff’s open house on the park 

planning efforts, they heard City staff say that the interim park was going to go 

forward and she said that is not what the Braddock Advisory Group was looking at 

and what the West Old Town Citizens supports. Ms. Ford said it doesn’t make sense 

for the City to expend millions of dollars planning and developing an interim park that 

in a few years may be irrelevant anyway.  She said it makes more sense to save the 

money, have staff continue to press forward with the Post Office, acquire the land 

and if the park needs to be delayed, that is worthwhile.  

11. Leslie Zupan, 1309 Queen Street, immediate past president of the West Old 

Town Citizens Association, a member of the Braddock Implementation Advisory 

Group, spoke of the development of the amenity funds, noting that they said they 

would take the higher density and traffic if they have amenities and there is an 

investment in a neighborhood that’s had little investment .  She said their 

neighborhood pushed for the idea that they get something out of the development 

and that is key to most of the small area planning efforts.  She said they like the idea 

of the park on Fayette as it protects it and is a sheltered area. She asked why would 

they expend this on a temporary park and then waste the money by having to dig it 

up again when the property is redeveloped. She said they are concerned about the 

City moving aggressively.  

12. Sarah Haut, 228 E. Nelson Avenue, spoke of the Walgreens store and said she 

shared the concern of the Desjardins and while she had nothing against Walgreens , 

it makes her sad to see five businesses that may be displaced.  The businesses add 

to the charm and vibrancy of the community but she found studies that show that 

local retailers contribute more to the local economy.  She said it may be a done deal, 

but she hoped the community and the City can work with them to find another 

location that is already vacant.  

13. Lee Blount, 7936 Wellington Road, said he is the business owner at the property 

that is being discussed for the Walgreens.  He said he and his wife own the antique 

store on the corner as well as the consignment shop.  He said they have 30 different 

dealers who all have business licenses and pay taxes in the City.  He said his 

business helps the community in that they have helped 2,000 different consigners, 

they have customers who come from all over the Metropolitan area and have been 

involved in different events in Del Ray.  He said he found out recently that they are 

being displaced and are looking for space and would like to stay in the City, although 

it is not affordable.  He spoke of the upgrades to the building they have made and 

done over the years.

13-1210 After-items.

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES

ACTION CONSENT CALENDAR

Planning Commission
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None.

END OF ACTION CONSENT CALENDAR

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER

None.

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES (continued)

Planning Commission (continued)

3 DSUP12-026 Development Special Use Permit #2012-0026

99 Carriage House Circle, 1 - 45 Carriage House Circle - Colonial Heights 

Amendment

Public Hearing and Consideration of a request for an amendment to the 

Colonial Heights cluster development special use permit and site plan (DSUP 

#99-0046) to allow second-level decks to homeowners on eligible lots; zoned 

RT/Townhouse zone. Applicant:  Colonial Heights Homeowners Association 

represented by Thomas Collelo, president

Planning Commission Action:   Recommend Approval with amendments 7-0

City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation, noting on page 

10, #19j to add the two words “and privacy” so that it reads “for screening and 

privacy.”

4 TA13-005 Text Amendment #2013-0005

A) Initiation of a Text Amendment; B) Public Hearing and Consideration of a 

request for a text amendment to Section 5-500 of the Zoning Ordinance for the 

W-1/Waterfront Mixed Use zone to add and remove certain uses, to reference 

the Height District Map, and to add a provision for increased Floor Area Ratio 

with a special use permit for certain sites. Staff: Department of Planning and 

Zoning

Planning Commission Action:    Recommend Approval 7-0

City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation.

5 TA13-006 Text Amendment #2013-0006

A)  Initiation of a text amendment; B) Public Hearing and Consideration of a 

request for a text amendment to Section 11-808(D) of the Zoning Ordinance to 

clarify the applicability of this provision.  Staff:  Department of Planning and 

Zoning.  

Planning Commission Action:  Recommend Approval 7-0

City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation, including the 
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recommendation that staff come back with possible revisions to 11-808 in all 

promptness to the Planning Commission.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

None.

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES (continued)

DEFERRAL/WITHDRAWAL CONSENT CALENDAR

Planning Commission (continued)

None.

The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

                                                 * * * * * *

Note:  The action docket is a summary of Council's meeting deliberations prepared 

largely for staff follow-up.  Formal minutes of the meeting, when approved by Council, 

become the official record of the meeting and of Council decisions made at the 

meeting.
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